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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
 
  
Tuesday, February  
  3:45 p.m.—Faith Formation Classes—school 
 
Thursday, February 13 
  7:00 p.m.—Adult Chor Rehearsal– church 
 
Saturday, February  
  3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church 
 
 
 
  
   
   
 
 
   
Henry J. Weachock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORIALS: 
 
 Our main altar flowers for February 9th-15th have been 
donated with prayers for a very special intention. 
 
 
 The Eucharistic Breads or Hosts for the week of Febru-
ary 9—15, 2025 have been donated in memory of  
Josephine and Henry Ryan by Mary & Jim Carr.   
 
 
 The  votive light before the Icon is burning for the week 
of February 9—15, 2025  in memory of Josephine and Hen-
ry Ryan by Jim and Mary Carr. 
  
 
 
 Any one of our regularly scheduled Masses may be 
offered for a specific intention—in memory of a deceased 
person, for a sick person’s recovery, for a special birthday 
or anniversary or other occasion.   
Arrangements may be made by contacting the parish of-
fice at 607-739-3817. 
 
  
 
 
. 

  
WE WELCOME FATHER DONNELLY 
 
 This weekend, we welcome Father William  
Donnelly, a priest from the Diocese of Rochester, as our 
guest homilist at our weekend Masses.  Father Donnelly’s 
message will highlight the ministry work of “Unbound,” a 
lay Catholic sponsorship ministry that helps children and 
the elderly in 17 developing countries.  We welcome  
Father Donnelly to our parish and look forward to his mes-
sage on the ministry of “Unbound.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
HANDS OF CHRIST RECIPIENTS 

 
  Eleven of our high school seniors have been 
named recipients of this year’s Hands of Christ recogni-
tion.  These young people have been recognized for their 
service to God, our parish and the greater community.   
 We congratulate this year’s Hands of Christ recipi-
ents from St. Mary Our Mother: 
 
     Jessica Als 
     Kirafiki Alsworth 
     Subha Alsworth 
     Jack Fesetch 
     Olivia Gavin 
     Allison Ruhmel 
     Annalee Ruhmel 
     Danika Morehouse 
     Catherine Woodhouse 
     Miles Woodhouse 
     Braden Woodworth 
 
 The Hands of Christ recognition ceremony was held 
at St. Mary Our Mother Church on Monday, February 3rd 
with Bishop Salvatore Matano. 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 This weekend, we welcome Father William  
Donnelly, a priest of the Diocese of Rochester, as our 
guest homilist at our Sunday liturgies.  Father Donnelly is 
no stranger to St. Mary Our Mother, as he served as pastor 
of St. Mary Church in Elmira, from June 1992, to June 
1997.  Before his two stints as a pastor he also served a six
-month period of time here at St. Mary Our Mother.  We 
look forward to Father Donnelly’s presence with us, as 
well as his message on ministry of “Unbound,” a Catholic 
sponsor-ship ministry that serves children and the elderly 
in a number of developing countries.  
 
 Last Monday, St. Mary Our Mother hosted one of 
three diocesan recognition ceremonies for the Hands of 
Christ Award.  This award is given annually to high 
school seniors who have consistently lived and incorpo-
rated Catholic values in their local parishes, schools, and 
the grater community.  This ear, we have eleven high 
school  seniors who received this recognition.  Their 
names are printed in today’s bulletin.  We offer our sincere 
congratulations to these high school seniors, their parents, 
families, and friends. 
 
 The topic of Immigration was a very controversial 
subject in the recent elections, and continues to be so.  
Since the elections, many, if not all, Roman Catholic Bish-
ops have written pastoral letters to their people on this sub-
ject.  On January 30th, Bishop Matano sent an extensive 
letter to the people of the diocese on this topic.  Toward 
the end of his letter, the Bishop writes: 
 
 Reasonable people, yes, including Catholics, see the 
need for law and desire a well-ordered society, but these 
laws must be just.  And “Justice,” true justice must be ac-
companied by faith, the faith that gave us the immortal Ten 
Commandments, beautifully summed up by Jesus:  “Love 
God, love your neighbor” (Matthew 22: 36-40, Mark 
12:30-31).  Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.” (John 14;1-6), the foundation upon which just laws 
rest, laws respecting the dignity of every person, laws that 
call us to accountability, laws that punish crime, laws that 
do not paint broadly with the same brush as individual 
persons, neither grouping them as “deplorables” or 
“illegals.”  Rather, as the true jurisprudence, it “will pro-
duce the greatest advantage to the community.” 
 
 Copies of Bishop Matano’s complete letter on Immi-
gration are available in the church vestibule.  It is well 
worth your reading.   
 
 As I look at the calendar, I realize that we are already 
40 days into the new year of 2025.  I also realize that the 
beginning of Lent is less than one month away.  It is never 
too early to begin to think what you will do to make the 
season of Lent, 2025, a time of spiritual renewal and 
growth during this sacred season. 
 
 Have a great week.  Please continue to take care of 
yourself and each other.   
        Fr. L 
          
                    

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,   February 10— St. Scholastica, Virgin 
6 :45 A.M.   Our Faithful Departed 
Tuesday,   February 11—Weekday 
6:45 A.M.   Joseph Ruhmel—wife, Janet & family 
Wednesday, February 12— Weekday  
6:45 A.M.    Margaret Bellizia—family     
Thursday,   February 13 —Weekday 
6:45 A. M.   Happy Birthday Bernie Matterazzo—
       his family   
Friday,   February 14—St. Cyril, Monk an  
     Bishop 
6:45 A.M.   Joe & Jovencio Sobremonte—Lapitans  
Saturday  February 15—Weekday 
5:00 P.M.   Donald Kosty—Marianne Kosty 
Sunday,   February 16, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 
      Time  
 8:30 A.M.         Living and deceased members of the 
     Gates family—Robert Gates  
10:30 A.M.   Angie Barbito—her loving family 
 
 
 
 
    
 
  
  

 

 

 

 The Wounded Healers’ Bereavement Support Group 
meeting will be offered on Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 
7:00 P.M., in person, at St. Mary Our Mother School, 811 
Westlake St. Horseheads, NY.  You may want to bring a 
picture or two of your loved one who died, or a momento 
of significance.  Each one has a personal grief journey so 
we are open to listen and are careful not to dogmatize with 
“should.”  We welcome those who are grieving the death of 
a loved one to this sharing; as you are each hoping to find 
encouragement, insight, and normalization from each other.  
You may share or you may just listen.  We encourage you 
to be sensitive to your own needs.  ALL are welcome.  We 
strive to provide a safe, confidential, and open place where 
our motto remains, “We see healing in the very act of help-
ing.” 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 

Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant 

 Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 

Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 

Michelle Card, Business Manager 

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 

Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 

Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 

Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 

Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 

E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 

Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 

811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 

E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 

School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 

Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 

 

                  

PRACTICING CATHOLIC – THE CATCH: 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

Mini Reflection:  

What does it mean to lower your net? It means to listen to 
God, even when you don’t understand Him. It means to 
keep trying the hard thing that you know is the right thing. 
It means to keep loving the person who is making life hard 
on you. 

 

The Catch 

I love today’s Gospel passage, and not just because I love a 
good fish fry. 

I love it because I am Peter. Over and over again, I am Pe-
ter, standing here exhausted because I relied on my own 
abilities, and it got me nowhere. I’m ready to call it quits. 
I’m ready to say it’s too hard. And here comes Jesus, ask-
ing me to lower my net. To keep trying. 

And I try to talk sense into him. “It’s not going to work, 
God,” I insist. “I’ve been trying.” 

“You’ve been trying,” Jesus agrees. “But you haven’t 
asked for my help yet.” 

What does it mean to lower your net? It sounds so simple 
and so easy, but it takes a great deal of humility and trust. I 
think I’m the expert on my own life, the captain of my own 
ship. Peter probably thought so, too — he was the fisher-
man, after all. Why would a fisherman listen to a carpenter 
on matters of fishing? 

Lowering your net means giving God control and letting 
yourself be changed by what He chooses to show you. 

It means to listen to God’s instructions, even when you 
don’t understand them, even when you find them frustrat-
ing. It means to keep trying the hard thing that you know is 
the right thing, even when it hasn’t born much fruit. It 
means to keep loving the person who is making life hard 
on you, even when all you want to do is give into feelings 
of bitterness and distrust. 

If we would only lower our nets, the catch would astound 
us. 
  

NOTRE DAME UP COMING RETREATS AND 
SPECIAL EVENTS: 
 
February 11th:  Fill  Your Soul Day— 
”Stations of the Cross: An African American Saint 
Worthy Journey” 
 
 
February 21:  Senior Luncheon Series (FREE) 
The Heart of Care:  Finding Balance and  
 Renewal”. (Susan Barbet Skinner, PhD 
 
 
February 24:  Faith-Based Counseling Resource for Parish 
Staffs and Volunteers—”Spiritually Informed Communica-
tion and Self-Care Workshop” 
   (Deborah Lynch, LCSW and Phil Miller, DSW,      LCSW 
 
 
 
February 28-March 2: Couple’s Retreat 
“Walking in Friendship with God:  Pilgrims of Hope”       
Fr. Bob Werth, Joe and Aline Clement, Jodie Scordo 
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 During this holy Jubilee Year, we are alert to the op-
portunities to be a tangible sign of hope for brothers and 
sisters who experience hardships of any kind.  One dis-
tressing reality is that in a world with enough food for 
all, millions of children (in the United States and global-
ly) suffer from severe hunger and nearly half of all pre-
ventable deaths among children under age five world-
wide are attributed to malnutrition.  This is intolerable.  
Let us use our voices to speak up for the children. 
 
 Contact our US House Representative, Nick Lang-
worthy (Corning office 607-377-3130) and leave this 
message:  I ask you to pass legislation in the Congress 
that fully funds the WIC program (Women, Infants, Chil-
dren Supplemental nutrition); expands the Child Tax  
Credit to cut poverty in families with children; increase 
funding for global child nutrition programs; help reduce 
food insecurity on college campuses.   Be sure to leave 
your name and county.  This phone call will take a mi-
nute or two, but can make a big impact.   
 
Thank You—Social Ministry Committee 
 
 
 

VALENTINES  FOR VETS 
 
 Valentines for  Vets is a local project to support vet-
erans at the Bath VA Medical Center.  The purpose of 
this project is to wish veterans a Happy Valentines Day 
and thank them for their service.  St. Mary Our Mother 
Social Ministry Committee has been involved in this pro-
ject for many years.   
 
 We ask that you create handmade cards or letters, 
thanking our veterans for their service and wishing them 
a Happy Valentines Day.  Please use the salutation, Dear 
Veteran or Thank You, veteran and do not include last 
names or personal photos. 
 
 A red box  has been placed on the table across from 
the  church bulletin board to collect the valentines.  
Cards should not be in envelopes and are hand delivered 
to the veterans. Sample cards and any additional infor-
mation are attached to the box. 
 
Thank you! 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. MARY OUR MOTHER SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE: 
 
 
 We are excited to invite you to our Open House at 
St. Mary Our Mother School on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 12th from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  This event is an excel-
lent opportunity for families who are interested in learn-
ing more about our school to come see our classrooms, 
meet our dedicated staff, and discover what makes our 
school community special. 
 
 Registration for new families opens on February 
11th, and we encourage any interested families to attend 
the Open House to learn more about our programs and 
begin the registration process.   
 
 If you know of any families who might be interested 
in joining our school, please let them know about this 
event!  We would love to share with them the many aca-
demic, spiritual, and extracurricular opportunities we 
offer our students.    
 
 We also extend a warm invitation to our parishioners 
to join us for the evening, explore the school, and learn 
more about the incredible programs available to our stu-
dents.   
 
 We look forward to welcoming you and any pro-
spective families to our school! 
 
Blessings,  
 
Mrs. Heather Bill 
Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School 
 
.  
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioneer 
Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!
www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Open Daily 6am-10pm
2898 Westinghouse Rd, Horseheads, NY 14845 

(In Village Plaza)

(607) 796-2191
horseheadsjubilee.com

Delivery Through

Follow Us On:

Investment Management • Tax Planning
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning
(607) 973-2665 

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY
(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 
Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 
www.elliottcs.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight
lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

 Four Seasons Travel
 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY


