ST. MARY OUR MOTHER
CHURCH

MISSION STATEMENT

St. Mary Our Mother is a Catholic commmunity com-
mitted to the spiritual growth of all people as we
share our faith and serve our community.

816 West Broad Street, Horseheads, New York
(607) 739-3817

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

“Behold, this child is destined for the
fall and rise of many in Israel.” - Lk 2:34

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. ©LPi
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St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York

WEEKLY CALENDAR:

Monday, February 3
6:00 p.m. —Hands of Christ Recognition Ser
vice—church

Tuesday, February 4
3:45 p.m.—Faith Formation Classes—school

Saturday, February 8
3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church

Frances Bechard
Donna Koehler REST >

Carol Zielinski
IN PEACE

Our main altar flowers for February 2-8th have been
donated in support of and in thanksgiving to all the recipi-
ents of the HANDS OF CHRIST awards this year of
2025!

MEMORIALS:

The Eucharistic Breads or Hosts for the week of Feb 2
-8, 2025 have been donated in memory of Lyn Nalbach by
Fran Beering.

Any one of our regularly scheduled Masses may be
offered for a specific intention—in memory of a de-
ceased person, for a sick person’s recovery, for a special
birthday or anniversary or other occasion.

Arrangements may be made by contacting the parish
office at 607-739-3817.

QR GIVING CODE: Use your photo app, or your QR
reader app to scan the image below and it will bring you
to our online donation website. Once your account is set-
up, future donations require just a few clicks to complete.

A SUPER BOWL FOR THE FOOD PANTRY:

Super Bowl Sunday is soon approaching. Once again,
Social Ministry will be taking up a collection at the doors
of the church after the Masses on Super Bowl weekend,
February 8th and 9th. The donations will go to the food
pantry for the purchase of meat, produce, and dairy items
for distribution to their clients.

Again, there will be a separate bag at the two church
entrances for each team. Please place your donation in the
bag of the team for whom you will be rooting. We will let
you know in two weeks the winning team of our “Pantry
Bowl.”

So, in reality, no matter who wins the Super Bowl on
the field, the clients of the Horseheads pantry will be the
winners. You too, will be a winner for your generosity to
those in need.

7 CoIreve

The Wounded Healers’ Bereavement Support Group
meeting will be offered on Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at
7:00 P.M., in person, at St. Mary Our Mother School, 811
Westlake St. Horseheads, NY. You may want to bring a
picture or two of your loved one who died, or a momento
of significance. Each one has a personal grief journey so
we are open to listen and are careful not to dogmatize with
“should.” We welcome those who are grieving the death
of a loved one to this sharing; as you are each hoping to
find encouragement, insight, and normalization from each
other. You may share or you may just listen. We encour-
age you to be sensitive to your own needs. ALL are wel-
come. We strive to provide a safe, confidential, and open
place where our motto remains, “We see healing in the
very act of helping.”

GUEST HOMILIST

Next weekend, we will welcome Father William
Donnelly, a priest from the Diocese of Rochester, who
will be with us to celebrate our Sunday liturgies and
to tell us about the work of “Unbound,” a lay Catho-
lic sponsorship ministry that helps children and the
elderly in 17 developing countries. We look forward
to Father Donnelly’s presence with us next weekend
and his message on the ministry of “Unbound”
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St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York

February 2, 2025

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE:

This past week’s observance of Catholic Schools
Week also marked the beginning of registration for stu-
dents currently enrolled at Saint Mary Qur Mother
School for the 2025-2026 academic year. Registration for
all new students to our school will begin on Monday, Feb-
ruary 10th. If you know of families who have children
three years of age through sixth grade this coming Septem-
ber, now is the time to contact the school office for further
information.

The following are some “Did You Know” facts about
Saint Mary Our Mother School:

We offer pre-school for children ages 3 and 4, as well
as elementary education and faith based education
through grade six, (these formative years provides the
strongest educational foundation for our children), facili-
tating the importance of life-long learning.

We promote the intellectual, personal, social, and
spiritual growth of each student.

We provide a safe and welcoming, yet challenging and
loving faith based environment for children of all faiths.
(15% of our current families who have chosen St. Mary
Our Mother School actively practice a faith other than
Catholicism).

Our current enrollment is 152 students, and enroll-
ment trends indicate increasing enrollment likely for the
next decade.

We are a multi-cultural student body, with children
from numerous ethnic/racial background. Such an envi-
ronment instills acceptance and appreciation for all peo-
ple, and encourages our children to focus on things we
have in common.

Character traits of respect, trustworthiness, fairness,
responsibility, and citizenship are taught to every student
every day, helping instill these traits and values in each
student. Each day begins with prayer and the Pledge of
Allegiance; each day concludes with prayer and reflection.

Our faculty and staff are dedicated, caring, and effec-
tive people, many with multiple New York State certifica-
tions while remaining active with their ongoing profes-
sional development. Several of our staff have enrolled
their children here because they have seen the academic
successes St. Mary Our Mother School provides.

Our school has scored higher than other area schools
in New York State testing in ELA (English and language
Arts) and Math. Technology and proficiency begins in kin-
dergarten.

Financial assistance is available for students. No
child will be refused a St. Mary Our Mother School educa-
tion due to a family’s inability to pay.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK:

Monday, February 3— Weekday

6 :45 A M. Our Faithful Departed

Tuesday, February 4—Weekday

6:45 A.M. Our Faithful Departed

Wednesday, February 5— St. Agatha, Virgin and
Martyr

6:45 A M. Louise Lordi—Patti Pautz

Thursday, February 6 —St. Paul Miki and Com-
panions, Martys

6:45 AM. Our Faithful Departed

Friday, February 7—Weekday

6:45 A M. Living and Deceased members of the
6:45 a.m. Mass family

Saturday, February 8—Weekday

5:00 P.M. Josephine and Henry Ryan—Mary
and Jim Carr

Sunday, February 9—Fifth Sunday In Ordi-

nary Time
8:30 A.M. Fr. Robert MacNamara—The Dobek’s
10:30 A.M. Special Intention—Mary Navone

Pastor’s Perspective continued:

Our school has been an integral part of our community
since 1959; with some of our students being the 2nd or 3rd
generation families who have attended our school.

We continue to be blessed to have Saint Mary Our
Mother School an integral and vital part of both our parish
and greater community. If you are considering our school
for your child, please call the school office to arrange a vis-
it and tour. After all, this visit could make all the differ-
ence in your child’s life.

Have a great week. Please continue to take care of
yourself and each other.

Fr.L
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GOSPEL MEDITATION: Luke 2:22-40 NOTRE DAME UP COMING RETREATS AND

SPECIAL EVENTS:
What is the secret to sharing in God’s power to over- February 11th: Fill Your Soul Day—
come our difficulties? ”Stations of the Cross: An African American Saint
Worthy Journey”

Mary teaches us this in the prophecy of her pierced
heart. This Sunday, the old man Simeon prophecies that
when her son faces opposition, Mary’s soul will be pierced February 21: Faith-Based Counseling Resource for Parish

by a sword. The seemingly pointless agony of a mother Staffs and Volunteers—"Spiritually Informed Communica-
helplessly watching her son be mocked, tortured, killed and  tion and Self-Care Workshop”
then cruelly desecrated in death by a spear — somehow (Deborah Lynch, LCSW and Phil Miller, DSW,  LCSW

this piercing of her heart releases a power by which “the

thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:35). . .
What to make of this? February 24: Senior Luncheon Series (FREE)

The Heart of Care: Finding Balance and

Whatever problems we currently face, the deepest Renewal”.(Susan Barbet Skinner, PhD)

threat is finally that evil thoughts are hidden in the human
heart: hatred, envy, pride, lust, greed and so on. Behind
every tyrant’s injustice, for example, is a heart unpierced
by love. Evil hides in our hearts. Mary’s pierced heart, and
its suffering love for her son, reveals and scatters these evil
thoughts, and replaces them with love, forgiveness, gener-
osity and peace.

February 28-March 2: Couple’s Retreat
“Walking in Friendship with God: Pilgrims of Hope”
Fr. Bob Werth, Joe and Aline Clement, Jodie Scordo

This week, I invite us to ponder Mary’s pierced heart.
Her heart is quietly at work for us in the Church and world,

exposing our evil thoughts and making a path for her son’s

divine love. This is how she gently cooperates in our salva- MINISTERIAL STAFF
tion. Closed hearts are our biggest problem; love-pierced Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor
hearts are the ultimate power to overcome every difficulty. Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant

— Father John Muir Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal

Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary

Michelle Card, Business Manager

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant

Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager

Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor

Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance
PASTORAL COUNCIL

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION

Parish Office

816 West Broad Street .......c.ccveveeveeereinnns (607)-739-3817
FaX coooiiiieeiciececeee e (607)-739-5628
E-mail....cccooiiiiieeeeee smomc(@dor.org
Parish Web Site................ www.StMaryOurMother.com
St. Mary Our Mother School

811 Westlake Street ..........ccecveevenenenene. (607)-739-9157
E-mail......cooooviii smoms@dor.org
School Web Site.............. www.stmaryourmother.school

Religious Education Office
816 West Broad Street ...........cceceeenenee. (607)-739-8214
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February 2, 2025

During this holy Jubilee Year, we are alert to the op-
portunities to be a tangible sign of hope for brothers and
sisters who experience hardships of any kind. One dis-
tressing reality is that in a world with enough food for
all, millions of children (in the United States and global-
ly) suffer from severe hunger and nearly half of all pre-
ventable deaths among children under age five world-
wide are attributed to malnutrition. This is intolerable.
Let us use our voices to speak up for the children.

Contact our US House Representative, Nick Lang-
worthy (Corning office 607-377-3130) and leave this
message: [ ask you to pass legislation in the Congress
that fully funds the WIC program (Women, Infants, Chil-
dren Supplemental nutrition); expands the Child Tax
Credit to cut poverty in families with children; increase
funding for global child nutrition programs, help reduce
food insecurity on college campuses. Be sure to leave
your name and county. This phone call will take a mi-
nute or two, but can make a big impact.

Thank You—Social Ministry Committee

VALENTINES FOR VETS

Valentines for Vets is a local project to support vet-
erans at the Bath VA Medical Center. The purpose of
this project is to wish veterans a Happy Valentines Day
and thank them for their service. St. Mary Our Mother
Social Ministry Committee has been involved in this pro-
ject for many years.

We ask that you create handmade cards or letters,
thanking our veterans for their service and wishing them
a Happy Valentines Day. Please use the salutation, Dear
Veteran or Thank You, veteran and do not include last
names or personal photos.

A red box has been placed on the table across from
the church bulletin board to collect the valentines.
Cards should not be in envelopes and are hand delivered
to the veterans. Sample cards and any additional infor-
mation are attached to the box.

Thank you!

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK:
African American Read-Ins

We are pleased to announce that our African Ameri-
can Read-In program is back for another year! From
February 5th to February 7th, 2025 community volun-
teers will visit our school to read to students in grades K-
6 as part of our celebration of Black History Month.

The program highlights African American authors
and culture through a carefully selected lineup of books.
This year, we are excited to introduce a new book for our
pre-k students: We’re Different, We’re the Same by
Bobbi Jane Kates. These readings provide our students
with the opportunity to explore important cultural stories
and foster a deeper understanding of the diverse voices
that have shaped our nation’s history.

Each class will participate in a half-hour reading ses-
sion, with volunteers reading age-appropriate books and
engaging in meaningful conversations about the stories.
The event helps our students gain exposure to diverse
perspectives and encourages a love for reading.

We look forward to this enriching experience for our
students, and we are grateful to the volunteers from our
local community who make this program a success each
year.

Thank you for your continued support of our school
and its educational programs!

Blessing,
Mrs. Heather Bill,
Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School

THANK YOU FOR CARING

A big thank you for the generous donations of food,
and money to buy meat and fresh food, and the beautiful
ornaments and children’s books to our Christmas distri-
bution. We were able to send to the pantry $3,358 to
purchase meat and fresh food for needy area families
over the holidays.

The Horseheads Food Pantry serves the needy in
Horseheads and the surrounding small towns and rural
areas all year long. We have worked with the pantry for
years to provide additional assistance to needy families
during the holiday seasons.

Thank you again for your generous response.
St. Mary Our Mother Social Ministry Committee.



‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’ /Hl'l\.%:% J“PEOEELEJ;E&I&!SGS

h ROOFING Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Lyn c Fun eral Hom e In c. COMMERCIAL ROOFING, Residential or Commercial

CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL Quality Work « Fully Insured « Free Estimates

7 3 9_ 1 3 0 1 2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY | IRQLGELE- L RN & Ly &-F:PX:

» Yee Olde
318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY GEROULD’S
’ ’ PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC. HICKORY HOUSE
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch I1 ':?SC;*IHIO_N n;:ws;; ;E;g;cg' RESTAURANT
. Main St. = . . . .
James J. Lynch II & Heather Ann Lynch 215 Hoffman St. - 7320597 American, Chinese & ltalian Cuisine
Licensed Funeral Directors g 2887 Westinghouse Rd. « 796-2193 New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
3 98 W. Pulteney - 936-3233 739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

% Four Seasons Travel ”;. Alsworth Capital
L . Of E|mll'a, I.I.c & Management, LL
319 W. Church St. « Elmira, NY

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner

(607) 733-8111 f
Fourseasonstravel.com

TR

Italian Famity Sestaurane

Investment Management ® Tax Planning
Insurance Planning ¢ Estate Planning
Financial Planning

(607) 973-2665

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza « Horseheads, NY + 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza * Big Flats, NY « 562-7000
Amot Mall Food Court + Horseheads, NY « 739-4641

SULLIVAN'S j?-___ Heating : f- i bilfo?fs . Delivery Through
6077392035 vomml JUOLICE  :instacart
607-739-2035 c/ y
Lt Fonoret Divcctor " Horsoheats, \y | www.bcinc.info 562-2023 Open Daily 6am-10pm
© ADT-Monitored Home Security = - ‘ 2898 Westinghouse Rd, Horseheads, NY 14845
%‘: Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust | (In Vlllage PIOZO)
833-287-3502 () Follow Us On:
N (607) 7962191 Flomuson

® Burglary @® Flood Detection

® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide y § horseheadeUbilee.com !i

FarrururLy SErving Our Parisu ComMuNITY %WUE? 607-739-5321 PARMENTER

*  _..Of Course!
4 Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 000 |

4 l Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

I

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Tirw, Mudo dief Truck Service » Tedm Firamistirs

www.parmenterinc.com

FUNERAL HOME

413 SoutH Main StreeT, HorsEHEADS, NEW York 14845-2490 oward
(607) 739-4801 « INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM (Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker Real Estate Services

Famiy OWNED & OPERATED For NEARLY i ’ = ABR/GRI/AHWD
215 WEST CHURCH ST.
100 Years oF CoMFORT, CONCERN, & SERVICE Cell 607-731-2831 ELMIRA, NY 14901

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS L = |
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish! - nnwfs el

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight :
Isearight@4LPi.com « (800) 477-4574 x6460 ‘H’M
Call today for a free estimate I} 2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY

6973213256 (607) 734-1492

- Your Neighborhood Destination jor |
 Heartpelt Gifits and Beautiful Ca:,gig

d Tr

VELOPMENT * ASPHAL

« SITEDE' o
EXCAVATII%AEIWALKS, RETAINING WALLS :&UTI
. GATION & INSTALLATION
OlL DELIVERIES

r
UNDATIONS

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.
We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioncer
Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!
No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!
www.askbernie.com
Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

s
ek

CO. RTE. 125, CAMPBELL, NY 14821
WWW.ELLIOTTCS.COM

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads  06-0149



