MISSION STATEMENT

St. Mary Our Mother is a Catholic community com-
mitted to the spiritnal growth of all people as we
share our faith and serve our commumnity.

816 West Broad Street, Horseheads, New York
(607) 739-3817

5™ SUNDAY OF EASTER

“1 am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes
away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and everyone
that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.” - Jn 15:1-2

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2007, 1998, 1970 CCD
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MEMORIALS:

The main altar flowers for the week of April 28 - May
4, 2024 have been donated in loving memory of Francis
and Paul Mack by their family..

OUR WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE
WEEK ENDING APRIL 14 $9,266.00:

IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST

James Agan
Gloria Bohen
Richard McGill

b
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION:
Practice for May 4th Communion is this Wednesday,
May 1st at 6:00 p.m., in the church.
Practice for May Sth Communion is Thursday, May
2nd at 6:00 p.m., in the church.

Confirmation

Confirmation with the Bishop Matano is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 7th, 7:00 p.m., at Immaculate Conception
Church, 113 N Geneva St., Ithaca, NY. Candidates must
arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the start of Mass.

CHURCH ROOF REPLACEMENT

Work has begun to replace the original church roof,
which has served us well since the church was opened and
dedicated in November, 1979. The process will take a
number of weeks to complete. Thank you all for your pa-
tience.

CATHOLIC HOME MISSION

Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal to-
day! Nearly 40% of dioceses in the United States and
its territories are considered mission territories because
they are unable to fund essential pastoral activities
needed in their communities. Your support funds reli-
gious education, seminary formation, lay ministry
training, and other programs that build vibrant faith
communities right here in the United States. Please be
generous. More information can be found at
www.usccb.ort/home-missions.r

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEP-
ER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

APril 28,2024
5 Sunday of Easter

My friend and fellow pastor, Father Paul, noticed unsightly,
overgrown trees near his parish church. He asked the
maintenance crew to cut back the growth, which they hap-
pily did, telling him the trees would be much healthier and
even fuller after a good pruning. A few days later, Father
Paul received a letter from an irate man in the neighborhood
who wrote, “Jesus would never prune trees like that. He
loves trees, unlike you.”

I suspect that the neighbor was not familiar with this week’s
Gospel in which Jesus says of his Father, “He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more

fruit” (John 15:2) [ don’t mean to pick too much on that
fellow. He was perhaps ignorant of arboriculture. But I’d
wager his main confusion was the pruning and removing
quality of God’s love. That confusion afflicts us all to some
degree, doesn’t it? It is just so darn easy to react negatively
when God cuts something out of our lives and assumes it’s
not his work at all. In the moment, all we see is the loss, and
not the loving desire for future flourishing.

The cross is the great pruning of Christ’s body. Jesus’ rising
is the brand-new growth. It is God’s promise to us that all
the painful pruning in life is leading us somewhere beauti-
ful. What has been cut back or out in your life? A friend, an
opportunity, a sense of certainty, a job, health, a relation-
ship? This week, offer those dry branches to the one who
lovingly prunes us to make our lives burst with verdant
growth.

— Father John Muir
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April 28, 2024

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE:

For the past few weeks, twenty-seven children and
their families have been preparing for their First Holy
Communion, which will take place at the 5:00 p.m. Mass
next Saturday, and the 10:30 a.m. Mass next Sunday. I
think you would agree how important it is that parents, as
well as other adults be the best role models for our chil-
dren. For this reason, it might be a good time to review
what we believe about the Eucharist and to be reminded
about Church etiquette, especially how we should conduct
ourselves whenever we receive the Eucharist.

It is important to remember that the Lord is present at
every Eucharist in four ways. First, God is present in the
living Word of God proclaimed in the midst of the assem-
bly. Second, the Lord is present in the Eucharistic assem-
bly itself, as Christ identifies with each one of us. Third,
the Lord is present in the one who presides, who acts in
the name of Christ. Fourthly, our Lord is present in the
Real Presence of the Eucharistic bread and wine conse-
crated by the Holy Spirit at each celebration of the Eucha-
rist in these four ways, helps us to celebrate what we be-
lieve in the presence of Christ.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has
set the guidelines for Catholics who are to receive Holy
Communion in the United States. We are to receive the
Body and Blood of Christ standing:: there is no kneeling.
As each person approaches the minister of Holy Commun-
ion, he or she is to bow slightly with the head and shoul-
ders (or another form of reverence, such as blessing one-
self) just as the person ahead of you moves away; there is
to be no profound bow or genuflection.

The choice of whether to receive the host in your hand
or on the tongue is one’s personal choice. But in the post
pandemic days, we continue to recommend that people
receive Holy Communion in the hand. When receiving
the Eucharist in the hand, please stand close to the minis-
ter, raising your hands high enough and open them wide
for the Eucharistic Minister to easily place the Eucharistic
host in your hand. St. Cyril of Jerusalem described it in
this manner: “When you approach do not stretch out your
arms or part your fingers. Make your left hand a throne
for your right hand, which is about to receive your King.
Cup you hand to receive the Body and Blood of Christ and
respond: ‘Amen.’” Please consume the sacred host im-
mediately. On the rare occasions that Holy Communion
would be offered under both the forms of bread and wine,
those receiving the Eucharist should not carry the host to a
cup minister and then “dunk” the host. If you choose to
receive on the tongue, please open your mouth wide
enough and stick out your tongue far enough for the com-
munion minister to easily and hygienically in a safe man-
ner. Although receiving the Eucharist under the forms of
the Precious Blood has not yet been restored since Covid-
19, the Church still teaches that a person receives the full-
ness of the sacrament when receiving the Eucharist under
just one form. You return to your seat and continue sing-
ing your prayer with the Communion hymn, and then
make a prayer of thanksgiving to God for God’s many
blessings.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK:
Monday: April 29-St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin
and Doctor of the Church
6:45 A.M. Francis and Thomas Stermer - their
family
Tuesday: April 30 -Easter Weekday
6:45 A M. Maria Spizzica - Ginny Pansero
Wednesday: May 1 -Easter Weekday
6:45 AM. Joseph Ruhmel - wife, Janet
(our anniversary )
Thursday: May 2- St. Athanasius, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
6:45 A M. Our faithful departed
Friday May 3 -St. Philip and James, Apostles
6:45 A M. Jean Ciprich - her family
9:00 A. M. For all grandparents - living and
deceased.
Saturday: May 4 -Easter weekday
5:00 P.M. First Holy Communion children
Sunday: May 5 -Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:30 A.M. First Holy Communion children
10:30 AM. First Holy Communion children

Pastor’s perspective continued.

The dialogue between the communion minister and the
communicant is brief and loaded with meaning. When the
minister says “The Body of Christ,” we are invited into
communion with all that Jesus Christ was and was about in
the life, death, and resurrection, known as The Paschal
Mystery. That includes communion with the Church as the
Body of Christ. Our “Amen,” therefore is a profession of
faith in all that is contained in the sacrament of the Eucha-
rist and our willing commitment to live in that communion.
St. Augustine once said “if you want to understand what is
meant by the ‘Body of Christ,” you must attend to the words
of the apostle St. Paul: ‘You are the Body of Christ and His
members.” (1 Corinthians 12:27). So then if you are the
body of Christ and His members it is the mystery of your-
selves that you receive. It is to what you are that you as-
sent. You hear ‘the body of Christ’ and you answer
‘Amen.”  Be a member of Christ’s body and make your
“Amen ‘true.”

Have a good week. Remember in your prayer this
week our children and their families who will receive their
First Communion next weekend. Please continue to take
care of yourself and each other.

Fr. L.
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NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE SPRING CALL TO ACTION
RETREATS AND EVENTS: Oppose Physician-Assisted Suicide in NY
Women’s Retreat Weekend---May 3-5: The legalization of doctor-assisted suicide poses a seri-
“Just as You Are” - encountering God in the Sacred ous risk that it will rise to the level of the most acceptable
Heart of Jesus. (Fr. Kevin McDonald, C.Ss.R., Sr. and even expected “treatment’ for terminal illness. Such an
Theresa Rutty, RSM, Margie Benza, Jodie Scordo) option will lead to further disparities in caring for our most
vulnerable individuals who could be pressured into choos-
Fill Your Soul Retreat - May 7: “A Morning Marian ing death over life by health insurance decisions to fund
Pilgrimage” (Christine DiNovo). only the least costly treatment; by family members feeling
over-burdened or even those wishing to exploit their loved
Social Justice Day - May 20: “Everyday Peace” ones; by medical professionals who may subtly make judg-
(Holly Rockwell--Justice & Care for Creation Coordinator ments about whose lives are worth living. We urge you not
for SSJ’s Rochester and Sr. Barbara Lum, Sister of St. to allow this to happen.
Joseph Rochester.) Please call the office of our NYS Senator Thomas

O’Mara (607-735-9671) and your Assemblyman (either)
Christopher Friend (607-776-9691). Our message: 1

"3 strongly oppose physician-assisted suicide and ask you to
oppose any legislation that would legalize physician-
CA'I!EABS‘?FJ I{.)I'E“S&\ND assisted suicide in NYS. Please improve access to pallia-
’ tive care, hospice care, the training of doctors in pain
SIX CENTS AT A TIME! management and diagnosis/treatment of depression.
Your clean, refundable cans and both plastic and glass
bottles are worth six cents each to the Horseheads Food MINISTERIAL STAFF
Pantry when you drop them off at our parish office. The
pantry uses the money to purchase the needed items when Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor
food donations fall short. Social Ministry is collecting Rev. Richard F. Kajiru, In Residence
these deposit containers, redeeming them for 6 cents, and Mrs. Amanda Reeves, Coordinator of Faith Formation
sending the money on to the Food Pantry. Consider joining Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant
the several families who have been doing this for years. It Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music
will give you a “feel good” feeling, knowing that you are Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal
helping out our neighbors in need. Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary

Michelle Card, Business Manager

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant

Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor

. ‘ Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance
g w‘qnl. Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance
PASTORAL COUNCIL

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary

Our Social Ministry Committee will once again be CONTACT INFORMATION
sponsoring their annual baby shower the weekends of April Parish Office
27th & 28th, May 4th & 5th, and May 11th & 12th. Please 816 West Broad Street...........c.c.c...... (607)-739-3817
bring new, unwrapped baby items to Mass and place them FaX oot (607)-739-5628
in the bassinet. Monetary donations may also be placed in E-mail ...ocooveiiiicieeee smomc@dor.org
the box provided. Parish Web Site................ www.StMaryOurMother.com
In addition to welcoming the new babies, we would like St. Mary Our Mother School
to expand this event to include the new mothers. These new 811 Westlake Street..........coovvvnrnnne. (607)-739-9157
moms need encouragement, love and support while g_clﬁﬁa .......................................... smoms@dor.org
navigating the emotional and physical journey of pregnancy Web Site.............. www.stmaryourmother.school

and childbirth. We have compiled a list of gifts that are . .
needed. These lists can be found in the basket near the Religious Education Office

. . . . 816 West Broad Street...................... (607)-739-8214
bassinet. Your donations will be given to needy mothers-to
-be and mothers and their newborns through the work of the
Elmira Pregnancy Resource Center.
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WE CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION: Part 3

The issue of plastic waste cannot be solved solely with
individual actions. Systemic change is needed. The New
York State Legislature is considering the Packaging and
Recycling Infrastructure Act (S.4246-b; A.5322-b) which
would require corporations selling products in NYS to cut
the plastic packaging by 50% over the next 12 years, would
transfer the cost of managing packaging waste to the com-
panies that create it rather than taxpayers and phase out tox-
ic chemicals currently used in food/drink packaging.
Please contact our Senator Thomas O’Mara (607-735-
9671) and your Assembly man Christopher Friend (607-
776-9691). Ask them to support passage of the Packaging
and Recycling Infrastructure Act during this session of the
State Legislature. The nations of the world are also consid-
ering a United Nations (UN) treaty to reduce plastic pollu-
tion globally. For more information on global plastic pollu-
tion see: EarthDay.org. ‘I ask everyone to accompany this
pilgrimage of reconciliation with the world that is our home
and to help make it more beautiful, because that commit-
ment has to do with our personal dignity and highest val-
ues: (Pope Francis, Laudate Deum).

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

a
ww lle OUR COMMUNITY
S NEWSLETTER

Visit Ipicommunities.com

WHAT DO YOU NEED MOST IN YOUR FOOD

CUPBOARD?

That question was recently asked of the Horseheads
Food Pantry. Their answer was a simple four items: chick-
en broth, saltine crackers, canned black beans, and Jiffy

Corn Muffin Mix.

Can you help by donating one or more of these items.?
Thank you for your continuous generosity in supporting the

pantry.

CATHOLIC HUMOR:

The whole church watched with nervous anticipation
as the visitors sat where the Martins have sat for 42 years.

FREE
AD DESIGN

with purchase
' of this space
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F800-477~4574
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WCODBROK

A Tradition of Quality Assisted Living

Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence
~ Elmira ~
Phone: 607-734-7741  www.woodbrookhome.com

Alsworth Capital
_,’;‘- Management, LLLC
Investment Management ® Tax Planning
Insurance Planning ¢ Estate Planning
Financial Planning

(607) 973-2665

www.AlsworthCapital.com

T b‘il‘“"’f"‘ N Delivery Through
Ill 4 ee Zinstacart

Open Daily 6am-10pm
2898 Westinghouse Rd, Horseheads, NY 14845
(In Village Plaza)

(607) 796-2191

Follow Us On:

horseheadsjubilee.com

@

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

lealion Famll Restauront
Village Plaza * Horseheads, NY + 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza ¢ Big Flats, NY + 562-7000
Amot Mall Food Court « Horseheads, NY * 739-4641

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

& ADT-Monitored Home Security

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust |

833-287-3502

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

06-0149
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L n ch Fun e’/'al Ho e In c ROOFING Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
"l ° Residential or Commercial
y cmﬁggyg\ﬁg?k g(l')I(E)E'II'NI\(:’ETAL Quality Work « Fully Insured « Free Estimates

7 3 9_ 1 3 0 1 R I e ANl | 607-739-4484 + 607-857-5429

» Yee Olde
318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY GEROULD’S
’ ’ PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC. HICKORY HOUSE
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch I1 'ZF;;;‘;FNHIO_N D;lt-IVE;; ;Egggg' RESTAURANT
. Main St. = . . . .
James J. Lynch Il & Heather Ann Lynch 215 Hoffman St. - 732-0597 American, Chinese & ltalian Cuisine
Licensed Funeral Directors g 2887 Westinghouse Rd. - 796-2193 New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
8 98 W. Pulteney - 936-3233 739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

SULLIVAN'S CONTACT ME Lorne Searight

607-739-2035

Kevin R. Sullivan 365 E. Franklin St.
Licensed Funeral Director Horseheads, NY

/‘ A J. AC/R
www.bcinc.info 562-2023

Imerica’s Choice in Homecare, Errands Friendly Companionship
' ' : A l Shopping Flexible Hourly Care
u%' n e S Light Housekeeping Respite Care for Families
LIVING !l‘ll'ﬂ”ﬂf SEREVICES

Meal Preparation Live-In Care

Isearight@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6460

FREE

AD DESIGN

 with purchase 607. 846 2370 www.visitingangels.com/horseheads

of this space

FarraruLry SErviNng OUr Parisu CommunITY PARMENTER

Tirw, Mudo dief Truck Service » Tedm Firamistirs

BARBER —

: [ FUNER_AL HOME www.parmenterinc.com

P 413 Soutn MaiN STreeT, HorsEHEADS, NEW York 14845-2490 ‘:@"E? 607-739-5321
e do uctons anyuhers Y (607) 739-4801 » INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM ¥ Of Course!

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI 7
Llr:mzdRmIEstate]BmkerandCertlﬁ:dAuctinneer Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns

Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more! Famiry OwWNED & OPERATED FOrR NEARLY Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!
ot Be:::;;;:;;’z'f;"g}gm447_5177 100 Years oF ComFORT, CONCERN, & SERVICE 819 South Main St. in Horseheads
’
WE'RE HIRING! oY Place Your Ad Here and
-

AD SALES EXECUTIVES _ Support our Parish!

BE YOURSELF. 74 Instantly create and
BRING YOUR PASSION. - | purchase an ad with
WORK WITH PURPOSE. Iy b .

+ Paid training

* Some travel

800-477-4574

« Work-life balance
+ Full-Time with benefits
+ Serve your community

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
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