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WEEKLY CALENDAR  
 
Monday, December 25 
  Merry Christmas! 
  parish offices closed. 
 
Tuesday, December 26 
  parish offices closed   
 
 
Saturday, December 30 
  3:30 p.m. Sacrament of Penance 
 
 
 
IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST:  
 
  Robert Joralemon 
 Rose Alice Milliken Nehring 
 Raymond Winieski 
 
 
 
PRAYER PLAQUE FOR THE SICK: 
 
     The prayer plaque listing the names of ill persons who 
have asked for our prayers is posted across  from the bulle-
tin board. 
     If you wish to be listed or know of someone who has 
asked for our prayers, please call the parish office at 607-
739-3817. 
 
 
A GENEROUS GIFT: 

 Recently the Church of St. Mary Our Mother received a 
generous contribution from the Catholic War Veterans 
Commander Post 1178 in the amount of twenty thousand 
dollars ($20,000.00).  We wish to thank them for this gener-
ous gift to our parish. 

 
 
MASSES AND MEMORIALS: 
 
 Mass intentions and Altar Memorials are a special way 
you can remember those who have died and those intentions 
you may wish to remember for the living.   
 Our Altar Memorials are available each week during 
the year.  Donation for the week is as follows: 
  Sanctuary candle  $10.00 
  Icon candle    $10.00 
  Sacramental wine  $15.00 
  Eucharistic bread   $10.00 
 

QR Giving Code 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE: 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 Saturday: 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT MASSES 
 Saturday, December 23 
  5:00 p.m.—Mass—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Sunday, December 24 
  8:30 a.m.—Mass—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  Note:  No 10:30 a.m. Mass 
 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 Sunday, December 24, 2023 
  3:00 p.m.—Christmas Family Mass 
  5:00 p.m.—Christmas Mass 
  9:30 p.m.—Adult Choir Choral Concert 
      10:00p.m.—Christmas Mass during the Night 
     (formerly known as ‘Midnight Mass) 
 
 Monday, December 25, 2023 
    9:00 a.m.—Christmas Mass 
 
 Blessing of Christmas gifts Christmas Morning  
 Mass. No Mass on December 26th. 
 
HOLY FAMILY & SOLEMNITY OF MARY 
 Saturday, December 30 
  5:00 p.m.—Mass of the Holy Family 
 Sunday, December 31 
  8:30 a.m.—Mass  
      10:30 a.m.—Mass 
 Monday, January 1, 2024 
  9:00 a.m.—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 
 
 
A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT: The fourth Sunday 
of Advent. 

 In today’s Gospel reading we hear proclaimed the 
story of the Annunciation, when the angel of the Lord 
announced to Mary that she would give birth to Christ 
through the intercession of the Holy Spirit.  Mary al-
lowed God’s messenger to speak to her.  She was atten-
tive, not afraid to enter into a dialogue, then uncondi-
tionally obedient.  Mary’s acceptance of this mystery is 
a stewardship model for us.  Good stewards remain 
open to the incursions of divine life into the normal 
course of their daily lives.  How open are we to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit in our own lives?  What 
might we do this last week of Advent to be more atten-
tive to the Lord? 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 Happy Fourth Sunday of Advent and Merry Christ-
mas!  I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and 
your family a Blessed and Merry Christmas!  I feel blessed 
in my ministry as your pastor and join you in thanking God 
for the many ways we are blessed as the parish community 
of Saint Mary Our Mother. 
 
 I extend to all an invitation to our Christmas liturgies.  
These liturgies invite you to listen to the story of our salva-
tion.  The Christmas message is the story of God’s uncon-
ditional love for us.  As His disciples, we are called to fill 
this world with the many other stories that mirror and give 
witness to God’s love for us.  This is the meaning and the 
wonder of the Incarnation. 
 
 The Christmas holidays can be particularly painful for 
those who have lost loved ones this past year.  Through the 
years, I have often enclosed the following in my Christmas 
greetings to friends who have lost loved ones.  I thought 
 it might be a timely poem as we look forward to Christmas 
this year. 
 
 MY FIRST CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN 
 
 I see the countless Christmas trees around the world 
below; with tiny lights, like heaven’s stars, reflecting on the 
snow. 
 
 The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear, 
for I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year. 
 
 I hear the many Christmas songs, the people hold so 
dear, but the sounds of music can’t compare, with the 
Christmas choir up here. 
 
 For I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices 
bring, for it is beyond description to hear an angel sing.  
 
 I can’t tell you of the splendor, or the peace here in 
this place, can you just imagine Christmas with our Savior, 
face to face?  
 
 I’ll ask Him to light your spirit, as I tell Him of your 
love, so then pray for one another, as you lift your eyes 
above. 
 
 Please let your heart be joyful, and let your spirit sing, 
for I am spending Christmas in Heaven, and I’m walking 
with a King! 
 
 I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside 
your heart, but I’m really not that far away, we really 
aren’t apart. 
 
 So be happy for me, dear ones, you know I hold you 
dear, and be glad that I’m spending Christmas with Jesus 
Christ this year. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Sunday, December 24-Eve of the Nativity of the Lord 
  3:00 p.m.-People of St. Mary Our Mother 
  5:00 p.m. People of St. Mary Our Mother 
  10:00 a.m.-People of St. Mary Our Mother 
Monday:  Dec. 25 The Nativity of the Lord 
9:00 A.M.  People of St. Mary Our Mother 
Tuesday:  Dec. 26 St. Stephen, the First Martyr 
6:45 A.M.  No Mass 
Wednesday: Dec. 27 St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
6:45 A.M.  Giuseppe Puglisi--George and Franca 
Thursday:  Dec. 28 Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
6:45 A,M.  Mary Ellen Benedict--Woodworth family 
Friday:   Dec. 29  St. Thomas Becket 
6:45 A.M.  Our faithful departed 
10:00 A.M.  Funeral Mass--Charles B. Nalbach 
Saturday:  Dec. 30 Sixth day within the Octave of 
    the Nativity of the Lord 
5:00 P.M.  Donna Berry--Morris family 
Sunday:  Dec 31 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
      and Joseph 
8:30 A.M.  Fr. Robert MacNamara--Dobek family 
10:30 P.M.  Paul Wyak--Ginny Pansero 
 
 
Pastor’s Perspective continued: 
 
 And all “love” is the gift, more precious than pure 
gold.  It was almost most important in the stories Jesus told. 
 
 Please love and keep each other as my Father said to 
do, for I can’t count the blessings of the love God has for 
you. 
 
 So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away that tear, 
remember I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this 
year! 
      Author unknown 
 
 On behalf of the entire staffs of St. Mary Our Mother 
parish and school, we wish you, your family, and loved 
ones a blessed, holy and Merry Christmas! 
 
       Fr.L.  



Page Four St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Richard F. Kajiru, In Residence 
Mrs. Amanda Reeves, Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 
Michelle Card, Business Manager 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office 
816 West Broad Street ..................... (607)-739-3817 
Fax ................................................... (607)-739-5628 
E-mail .............................................. smomc@dor.org 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street ......................... (607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School  
Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 
816 West Broad Street ..................... (607)-739-8214 
 

 
 
THE MEANING OF THE 12 DAYS OF CHRIST-
MAS: 
 
 What in the world do leaping frogs, French hens, 
swimming swans, and especially the partridge who won’t 
come out of the pear tree have to do with Christmas? 
 Following is an article I found that offers a reflection 
on the meaning behind this carol.  Author unknown. 
 
 From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England 
were not permitted to practice their faith openly.  Someone 
during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for 
young Catholics.  It has two levels of meaning:  the surface 
meaning plus the hidden meaning known only to members 
of their church.  
 
 Each element in the carol has a code word for a reli-
gious reality which the children could remember. 
 
 1.  The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 
 
 2.  Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
 
 3.  The three French hens stood for the virtues of faith, 
  hope and love. 
 
 4.  The four calling birds were the four Gospels: Can 
  you name  them?  (check your Bible for help) 
 
 5.  The five golden rings recalled the Torah or law, the 
  first five books of the bible (look them up to learn 
  the names of the books of the Torah) 
 
 6.  The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of  
  creation. 
 
 7.  Seven swans a swimming represents the seven fold 
  gifts of the Holy Spirit. You can find this list in  
  your Bible;  Isaiah, chapter 11, verses 1 and 2. 
 
 8.  The eight maids a milking were the 8 Beatitudes; 
  You can find a list of the beatitudes in Matthews 
  Gospel, verses 5:3 --5:10. 
 
 9.  Nine ladies dancing were the nine Fruits of the Holy 
  Spirit.  You can find this list in your Bible in the 
  New Testament book of Galatians, 5:22-23. 
 
 10.  The ten lords leaping were the Ten Command- 
  ments which are found in your Bible in  
  Deuteronomy 5:6-21. 
 
 11.  The eleven pipers stood for the eleven disciples. 
  The names of these faithful followers are found in 
  your Bible in the book of Acts, verses 13 and 14. 
 
 12.  The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the 
  twelve points of the belief in the Apostles Creed. 
  We say this Creed  together at every Mass. 
 
So there is your history lesson.  Get out your Bibles and 
look up the suggested bible verses to learn even more. 





SAINT JOHN THE APOSTLE- 
FEAST DAY, DEC. 27. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 St. John was one of the Twelve, part of Jesus’ inner 
circle, among the few that witnessed the Transfiguration, 
the raising of Jarius’ Daughter, and the Agony in the gar-
den at Gethsemane.  He and his brother James were the 
sons of  Zebedee and Salome.  When Jesus called them, 
they left their father mending nets and followed Him. Jesus 
called the brothers “Boanerges,” meaning “sons of thun-
der”--they were passionate in their faith and Jesus had to 
rebuke them for their fiery zeal on more than one occasion.  
John, the younger brother, possibly the youngest disciple, 
was the only one present at Jesus’ death. 
 
 St. John the Apostle is traditionally thought to be the 
author of the fourth Gospel, the three Epistles of John, and 
the book of Revelation.  However, there has been some 
debate among scholars from antiquity to the present.  Tra-
dition also gives him the title Beloved Disciple and John’s 
gospel sees him seated next to Jesus at the last  supper and 
the one to whom Jesus gives the cre of Mary at the cruci-
fixion. 
 
 Although Church tradition says that John survived the 
other disciples, living a long life, much of it is steeped in 
myth and legend.  Some say he retired to Ephesus after the 
crucifixion with Mary and remained there until he died.  
But in other traditions he is more active.  For a time he 
remained in Jerusalem with the other disciples, then found-
ed churches in Asia Minor.  In a legend of his persecution, 
during the reign of the Emperor Domitian, John is taken to 
Rome and thrown into a cauldron of boiling oil but pre-
served from death  He is then exiled to the island of Pat-
mos where the Book of Revelation was written. 
 
 Most accounts agree that after his exile and the As-
sumption of Mary, he returned to Ephesus where he died 
sometime after 98, during the reign of the Emperor Trajan.. 



Page Five December 24, 2023 St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE: 
 
 Young Eddie was spending Christmas with his grand-
parents.  While they were waiting to go into sit down at 
Church Eddie checked out all the announcements and pic-
tures along the walls.  When he came to a group of pictures 
of men in uniform, he asked a nearby usher, “who are all 
those men in the pictures?” 
 The usher replied, “why those are our boys who died in 
the service!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS DAY!! 

 SILLY CHRISTMAS  JOKES JUST FOR FUN! 
 
1. Why does Donner and Blitzen get to take so many cof-

fee breaks? 
2. What do you call Santa when he doesn’t move.?   
3. What does an elf study in school? 
4. What’s the difference between the Christmas alphabet 

and the regular alphabet? 
5. What did Adam say the day before Christmas? 
6. What do you call a poor Santa? 
7. What do snowmen call their sons and daughters? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers: 1.   Because the are Santa’s star bucks! 
   2.  Santa pause 
   3.  the Elfabet! 
   4.  The regular alphabet has NOEL. 
   5.  It’s Christmas Eve! 
   6.  Saint Nick-el-less. 
   7.  Chill-dren 

Investment Management • Tax Planning
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning
(607) 973-2665 

www.AlsworthCapital.com
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Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence
~ Elmira ~

Phone: 607-734-7741 • www.woodbrookhome.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

At Southern Tier Medical Care, our care teams offer personalized, compassionate 
just for you. Making sure you are up to date on screenings and yearly wellness 
checks is important. We’ll also connect you to the right specialists additional care. 
If you need to come in person for a visit, know we are maintaining strict safety 
precautions to protect you and your family while in our care.

New patient appointments available. Call 607-608-3396.

Don’t wait to get 
the care you need

Open Daily 6am-10pm
2898 Westinghouse Rd, Horseheads, NY 14845 

(In Village Plaza)

(607) 796-2191
horseheadsjubilee.com

Delivery Through

Follow Us On:
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

www.visitingangels.com/horseheads607.846.2370

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460


