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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
 Tuesday, January 17 
  3:45 p.m.—Religious Education–school 
 Saturday, January 21 
  3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church 
   
 
 
 
IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 
 
 Margaret Bellizia 
 Pope Emeritus Benedict 
 Marian Reynolds 
 
 
 
MEMORIAL: 
 The Sacramental wine, Eucharistic hosts, sanctuary 
candle and the icon candle for the week of January  15-21, 
2023 have been donated in loving memory of Raymond 
Sherwood by his wife, Deloris and the  Alsworth’s. 
 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
 Any one of our regular scheduled Masses may be of-
fered for a specific intention—in memory of a deceased 
person, for a sick person’s recovery, a special birthday, a 
special anniversary or other occasions.  
 Please call the parish office at 739-3817 to request 
your Mass.   
 
 
2023 CALENDARS: 
 Our parish is sincerely grateful to the Lynch Funeral 
Home for the donations of our 2023 calendars.  Thank you 
Jim and Heather! 
 
 
QR CODE GIVING: 
 Want to make a donation to St. Mary Our Mother di-
rectly from your smart phone?  Use your photo app, or 
your QR reader app to scam the image below and it will 
bring you to our online donation website.  Once your ac-
count is setup, future donations require just a few clicks to 
complete.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: 
 The parish offices will be closed on Monday, January 
16th in observance of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holi-
day.  The offices will re-open on Tuesday, January 17th 
at 9:00 a.m. 

WEEKLY READINGS  FOR THE WEEK OF  
JANUARY 15, 2022: 
 
Sunday:       Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 
        1:1-3/Jn  1:29-34 
Monday:       Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday:       Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c/Mk 
         2:23-28 
Wednesday:    Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday:       Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/Mk 
        3:7-12 
Friday:       Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14/ 
        Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday:       Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9/ 
       Mk 3:20-21 
Next Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1,4, 13-14 (1a)/1 Cor  
        1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 
 
 
OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF  
JANUARY 15, 2023: 
 
Sunday:    2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:         Martin Luther King Day 
Tuesday:         St. Anthony, Abbot 
Wednesday: January 18-25 is the Week of Prayer for  
    Christian Unity 
Thursday: 
Friday:    St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, 
    Martyr 
Saturday:     St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
Next Sunday:  3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

GOSPEL MEDITATION: 

 When I was a kid, I remember the priest at Mass an-
nouncing, “The Lamb of God!” Frankly, it struck me as 
nonsense. I thought: Why in the world does God have a 
lamb? And where is this lamb? 
 John the Baptist sees Jesus coming toward him and an-
nounces, “Behold the lamb of God.” His Jewish listeners 
knew what he meant. God’s lamb is the thing that is sacri-
ficed at the Jewish Passover and consumed by the partici-
pants. For almost a thousand years, lambs were ritually 
slaughtered and eaten in Jerusalem at Passover. The lamb 
meant sacrifice, freedom from sin, and communion with 
God. The Baptist is saying in effect, “This man will be ritu-
ally sacrificed and consumed so that God’s people may be 
free from sin and united to God.” 
 It’s crucial to relate to Jesus as a friend, brother, teach-
er, and Lord of our lives. But we should also learn to inter-
act with Him as our lamb of God. That means we intention-
ally place on Him our sins, sadness's, and hopes, and offer 
Him to God. Then we consume Him to make us free. This 
is what we do at every Mass. That’s why He is the Lamb of 
God.— Father John Muir 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 
 This weekend finds us returning to the Sundays of Or-
dinary Time, which will continue until Ash Wednesday, the 
beginning of Lent, which this year falls on February 22nd.  
This weekend also invites us to prayerfully remember the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose memory we 
honor this coming Monday.  In addition, we will begin the 
annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, when the 
Church invites us to pray for greater unity among all Chris-
tian churches, as well as greater respect for all human life. 
 
 Ever since his death, we are reminded of the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Dr. King stood for the 
equality of all people, especially speaking of his “dream” 
when all would sit at one table, when all would be able to 
ride the same bus, when all would be looked upon and iden-
tified by their gifts and talents and not by the color of their 
skin.  His tragic and violent death, like modern day terror-
ism and violence, are hard reminders that human nature can 
act in terrible and tragic ways.  Dr. King’s death, as well as 
any act of violence and terrorism, are sobering reminders 
that we have yet to achieve Dr. King’s dream.  This week-
end affords us an opportunity to address any personal preju-
dice that we might have, and to recognize the common in-
tegrity of every human person. 
 
 The  Supreme Court’s decision of  Roe vs. Wade fifty 
years ago to legalize abortion in the United States met its 
critical crisis in defending human life as beginning with 
natural birth, not at conception.  If the child in the womb is 
a person, by American standards, that person has individual 
rights.  The theology of the Roman Catholic Church defines 
human life as beginning at conception.  While this defini-
tion has caused many painful decisions to be made on the 
part of parents, it is a starting point for conversation about 
the understanding of human life.  Jesus’ own life is defined 
from the moment of the Annunciation, when Mary said 
“yes” to the angel.  Mary’s own life began at the Immacu-
late Conception, as the sinless vessel of God.  Though the 
Supreme Court recently overruled the decision of Roe vs 
Wade, leaving the decision on the legalization of abortion 
to individual states, this anniversary serves as a reminder 
that we need to re-affirm our belief of human life as begin-
ning at conception and ends with natural death. 
 
 Since the days of the Second Vatican Council, the 
Church has set aside eight days in January—specifically 
January 18 through 25—as a Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity.  It is a time when we acknowledge our common 
bonds with our Christian sisters and brothers, as well as 
people of all faith traditions.  We worship a common God, 
we find our religious foundations in common traditions.  
For the most part, we utilize the same scriptures for our 
prayer, worship, and faith formation.  For many, our ritual 
of worship is somewhat similar, often using the same 
hymns and prayers. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,   January 16—Weekday 
6:45 A.M.  Charly Graves—wife, Jan 
Tuesday,   January 17— St. Antony, Abbot 
6:45 A.M.  Jeannette Barretta—Sharon and Dennis  
    Taets 
Wednesday, January 18—Weekday 
6:45 A.M.   Bill Dominikoski— Bob and Becky  
    Corcoran 
Thursday,   January 19—Weekday 
 6:45 A.M.    Rita Wayne—Dailey family 
 Friday,  January 20—Weekday 
6:45 A.M.  Faithful Departed 
Saturday,  January 2St. Agnes, Virgin& Martyr— 
5:00 P.M.  Rocco and Theresa Giammichele— 
    their family 
Sunday,  January 22,  3rd Sunday-Ordinary Time 
8:30 A.M.  Samantha Dobek—her family 
10:30 A.M.  Edward J. Linsler 
 
 
PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE CONTINUED: 
 
.  This annual week of prayer for Christian Unity is our 
commitment to our Lord’s prayer at the Last Supper, “that 
all may be one.” (John 17:21).  Since the Second Vatican 
Council, which issued a decree on Ecumenism, we have 
come to realize that our unity can be expressed in a variety 
of ways.  An example of this locally is the annual Service 
of Lessons and Carols, held each December.   
 
 Is there a common bond which unites the violence in 
our world, to the observance of the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. holiday, to a greater awareness of human life from the 
womb to the tomb, to the week of Prayer for Christian Uni-
ty?  It is the fact that we are a people of the same God.  
Each person has a responsibility to see others as sisters and 
brothers, offering respect and dignity to each other.  It is 
this responsibility that enables us to address the issues such 
as human life beginning at conception, those who live in 
the grip of poverty, those who find themselves in prison, 
those who are close to death.  We need to acknowledge the 
common bond that unites us-the Church, the Body of 
Christ.  
 
 Have a great week, and enjoy the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. holiday weekend.  Please continue to take care of your-
self and each other. 
 
         Fr. L. 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS  
 
 We are in the process of updating the names of those 
who have served as Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucha-
rist prior to Covid-19.  If you have previously served as a 
Eucharistic Minister, either in Church or to nursing and 
private homes, and wish to resume this ministry, please 
contact the parish office.  (607-739-3817) 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 

Rev. Richard F. Kajiru, In Residence 

Mrs. Amanda Reeves, Coordinator of Faith Formation 

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant 

 Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 

Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 

Ms. Terri Orbin, Business Manager 

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 

Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 

Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 

Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 

Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 

E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 

Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 

811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 

E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 

School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 

Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 

 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT: 
 
 As the prophet Isaiah proclaims in the first reading, the 
Lord continues to remind us that we are His servants.  Im-
agine the Lord speaking these words to you personally:  
“You are my servant.  Through you I show my glory.  I 
formed you as my servant from your mother’s womb.  I 
will make you a light so that you may shine the light of my 
salvation everywhere you go, and reveal my glory to every-
one you encounter.  I will give you the strength to do this.  I 
will give you confidence.  Heed my words, for I have spo-
ken to you.”  What would your response be to the Lord?  
Would it be different from the response you give the Lord 
now? 
 
 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: 
 
 “Now I have seen and testified that He is the Son of 
God.”  John the Baptist had an important message to im-
part.  He was called by God to prepare the people of Israel 
to recognize Jesus’ true identity.  In a sense, he helped es-
tablish credibility for Christ by confirming that He was in 
fact the Messiah.  Jesus didn’t just have to claim it on His 
own; John also “testified” to the fact.  We, of course, also 
benefit from the witness of John the Baptist recorded for us 
in the Gospels.  And we have additional witnesses from the 
rest of the people throughout the Gospels who knew and 
recognized Jesus as the Son of God.  But we also have the 
benefit of two thousand years of Church history!  We have 
countless testimonies of saints and believers throughout the 
centuries who have known Jesus in their own lives and act-
ed accordingly. 
 This raises two questions.  First, are we willing to be-
lieve these testimonies from those who have gone before 
us?  Consider how much credence we give to the experi-
ences and the stories of our forefathers and foremothers in 
the faith, whether these are blood relatives or members of 
the larger communion of saints.  Sometimes these personal 
accounts of coming to know the Lord are much more pow-
erful than any “proof” of intellectual proposal about Chris-
tianity.  They do require a degree of faith and trust, but they 
nonetheless provide us with real evidence about the impact 
of being close to Christ. 
 Secondly, let us consider whether or not we are willing 
to give testimony to who Christ is to us?  It’s one thing to 
believe in Jesus; it’s another thing to share that faith with 
others.  But like John the Baptist, we are called to share the 
truth so that others may come to believe. 
 
REFLECTION: 
 
 John testified further, saying, “I saw the Spirit come 
down like a dove from heaven and remain upon Him.  I did 
not know Him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water told me, “On whomever you see the Spirit come 
down and remain, He is the one who will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit.”  Jn 1:32-34 
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JANUARY IS POVERTY AWARENESS 
MONTH IN THE UNITED STATES 

 Today, Chemung County has 11,136 of its current 
population of 80,273 people, living in poverty.  This gives 
our county a poverty rate of 13.9%  This is a poverty rate 
equal to the rate of poverty in NYS.  It exceeds the nation-
al poverty rate, which stands at 12.8%.  Of the 36,918 em-
ployed persons in Chemung County, 2,412 of them are 
living in poverty. 

 Your support of the Horseheads Food Pantry which 
serves the needy of Chemung County is a great way to 
help relieve poverty in our county.  Your generous re-
sponse, as a parish to the Christmas Caring Program, of-
fered much needed assistance to the Pantry in a time of 
critical need.  Poverty does not fade away with the end of 
the holiday season; the need for support remains, especial-
ly during these cold winter months ahead.  Please continue 
your generous food donations to the pantry cart in our 
church vestibule.  

 Secondly, and equally important is your advocacy and 
support of programs and legislation that address issues that 
have a disproportionate impact on those living in poverty.  
They are in the areas of health care, labor rights and wag-
es, environmental safeguards, and housing.   

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 

 Consider the words of Pope Francis addressing pov-
erty: 
  
 “Solidarity means much more than engaging in spo-
radic acts of generosity.  It means thinking and acting in 
terms of community.  It means that the lives of all are prior 
to the appropriation of goods by a few.  It also means com-
batting the structural causes of poverty: inequality, the lack 
of work, land and housing, the denial of social and labor 
rights.” 
 
 Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, no. 116, quoting World 
Meeting for Popular Movements. 
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Investment Management • Financial Planning  • Tax Planning 
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

(607) 973-2665 • www.AlsworthCapital.com
Advisory services offered through Alsworth Capital Management, LLC, an independent Registered Investment Advisory firm.  Broker Dealer services 

offered through Cadaret,  Grant & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Alsworth Capital Management, LLC and Cadaret, Grant are separate entities. Shane Alsworth Jacqueline Alsworth

The region’s largest provider of
Long Term Care • Short Term Rehabilitation

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care
Adult Day Health Care

48 Colonial Drive, Horseheads
607-739-3654

Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence
~ Elmira ~

Phone: 607-734-7741 • www.woodbrookhome.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

HANDYMAN MASTER llc
FREE ESTIMATES • NO JOB TOO SMALL

Furniture • Kitchen • Bath 
Interior Painting • Plumbing

TOM KAGER 
401-207-3331 | tmkagr47@icloud.com

At Southern Tier Medical Care, our care teams offer personalized, compassionate 
just for you. Making sure you are up to date on screenings and yearly wellness 
checks is important. We’ll also connect you to the right specialists additional care. 
If you need to come in person for a visit, know we are maintaining strict safety 
precautions to protect you and your family while in our care.

New patient appointments available. Call 607-608-3396.

Don’t wait to get 
the care you need
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

www.visitingangels.com/horseheads607.846.2370

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Tree Service - Landscaping - Lawn Care
607-739-7869

www.floydstreeserviceandexcavating.com

"We Feed Trees"

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460


