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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
Monday, January 2 
 parish offices closed 
Tuesday, January 3 
 Religious Education—school 
Thursday, January 5 
 7:00 p.m., Adult Choir Rehearsal—church 
Sunday, January 8,  
 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Year Two Confirmation Class. 
 
 
IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
 Gerolyn Haynes 
 Robert Jenkins 
 Larry Tressler 
 David VanAmburg 
 Amelia Woodruff 
 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
 Any one of our regular scheduled Masses may be of-
fered for a specific intention—in memory of a deceased 
person, for a sick person’s recovery, a special birthday, a 
special anniversary or other occasion. 
 Please call the parish office at 739-3817 to request your 
Mass.  
 
 
ALTAR MEMORIALS: 
 When Masses are not available for a particular day, 
Altar Memorials are special way you can a remember those 
who have died and those intentions you may wish to re-
member for the living. 
 Our Altar Memorials are available each week during 
the year. Donations for the week are as follows: 
  Sanctuary candle    $10.00 
  Icon candle      $10.00 
  Sacramental wine    $15:00 
  Eucharistic bread    $10.00 
 
 
 
 
QR CODE GIVING: 
 Want to make a donation to St. Mary Our Mother di-
rectly from your smart phone?  Use your photo app, or your 
QR reader app to scan the image below and it will bring 
you to our online donation website.  Once your account is 
set up, future donations require just a few clicks to com-
plete.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 1, 
2023: 

Sunday:       Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/
     Lk  2:16-21 
Monday:      1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday:      1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday:    1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 
Friday:         1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mk 
     1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 
Saturday:     Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a, and 9b/
     Jn 2:1-11 
     Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 
     12-13 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF  
JANUARY 1, 2023 

Sunday:            Mary, The Holy Mother of God, National  
         Migration Week, New Year’s Day, World 
    Day of Peace 
Monday:          Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 
              Bishops and Doctors of the Church 
Tuesday:         The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Wednesday:    St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
Thursday:       St. John Neumann, Bishop 
Friday:       St. André Bessette, Religious 
Saturday:       St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

 
 

Mary, The Holy Mother of God: Gospel Reflection 
 

 We hide ourselves and our secrets from God because 
we are afraid. Even Mary can seem too perfect to approach. 
The shepherds find the strength to speak to Mary and Jo-
seph at the moment they see the child in the manger. They 
open their hearts and share what they’ve experienced. Saint 
Luke writes of the shepherds, “When they saw this, they 
made known the message that had been told them about this 
child.” 
 When I was a college student, I visited Rome. Beggars 
often approached and said, “Mangia? Mangia?” I didn’t 
speak Italian and thought, “Why are they speaking about 
the Christmas nativity scene?” My friend said, “Mangia 
means eat. They’re hungry.” That’s when I realized more 
deeply than ever before that Mary puts her baby in a place 
designed for hungry animals to eat. 
 See that baby in the manger in your heart. Imagine 
Mary kneeling nearby looking at you with love. She doesn’t 
cling to God for herself. In that cave, from the beginning, 
she quietly offers her son to hungry souls. The manger 
means vulnerable self-offering love. That’s the sign. This 
week that same manger opens our hearts to tell Mary about 
our lives, too. 
 
        Father John Muir 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 
 Due to an early bulletin deadline because of the Christ-
mas holidays, this column is being composed on Monday, 
December 19th, and we are looking forward to a wonderful 
celebration for Christmas!  As you read this today, Christ-
mas was a week ago, and this weekend ushers in 2023.  My 
hope is that you were able to gather with family, friends, 
and loved ones, and prayerfully remembered the wonderful 
gift of God’s love given to us on that first Christmas, the 
Incarnation, the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 
 Today we begin a  new calendar year, a new year is 
upon us.  For some, 2022 was a very good year, for others 
this past year was challenging and difficult, even as we see 
ourselves emerging, ever so slowly, from the Covid-19 
pandemic.  We cannot repeat the past year; we cannot 
change it; we cannot go back and re-live it.  But we do 
move on, and 2023 will have its fair share of challenges.  
The reality is that we are alive and able to enter this new 
year as people of fortitude, people who can dream, people 
who can create, and people who have God walking with us.  
This reality allows us to move forward with hope, great 
expectations, and  dreams.  Knowing that we can achieve 
anything we set our mins to gives us tremendous potential. 
 
 As we bring in the new year of 2023, we celebrate the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, we continue to cel-
ebrate the joy of the Christmas Season.  We are reminded 
that Christ came to redeem all people and work through all 
people.  We have cause to rejoice, even in the dark days of 
winter, the lights of Christmas memories continue to burn 
brightly.  Christmas has a way of touching and changing 
hearts, and those hearts continue to beat strongly.  The 
Church, at times fractured and struggling, continues to live 
in and through us. 
 
 Today’s first reading from the book of Numbers offers 
a blessing that can accompany us throughout 2023: 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord let His face shine upon you, 

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look kindly upon you 

and give you peace! 
 

 Happy New Year!  Have a great first week of 2023!  
Please continue to take care of yourself and each other. 
 
         Fr. L. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,     January 2, Sts. Basil the Great and  
      Gregory Nazianzen 
6:45 AM    The Faithful Departed 
Tuesday,      January 3, Christmas Weekday 
6 :45 AM     Rita Wayne—The Woodworth Family 
Wednesday,   January 4, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,  
6:45 AM     John Delgotto—Greg and Mary Margaret  
             Resel 
Thursday,      January 5, St. John Neumann, Bishop 
6:45 AM      Joan Mitchell—Ed and Mary Lee  
       Fairbrother 
Friday,           January 6, Christmas Weekday 
6:45 AM     Carol Wawrzusin—Raymond 
9:00 A.M.     student, faculty and Staff of St. Mary Our  
       Mother School 
Saturday,       January 7, Christmas Weekday 
5:00 PM     Mike D’Aloisio— The Daily Family 
Sunday,         January 8, Epiphany of Lord 
8:30 AM     Margaret Amisano—Adele Lanahan 
10:30 AM     Daniel J. Linsler 
 
 
2023 CALENDARS: 
 Our parish is sincerely grateful to the Lynch Funeral 
Home for the donation of our 2023 calendars.  Thank you, 
Jim and Heather! 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 

Rev. Richard F. Kajiru, In Residence 

Mrs. Amanda Reeves, Coordinator of Faith Formation 

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant 

 Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 

Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 

Ms. Terri Orbin, Business Manager 

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 

Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 

Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 

Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street ............................... (607)-739-3817 

Fax ............................................................. (607)-739-5628 

E-mail ...................................................... smomc@dor.org 

Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 

811 Westlake Street ................................... (607)-739-9157 

E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 

School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 

Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street ............................... (607)-739-8214 

 

MARY  MOTHER OF GOD 
 

And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them  
in her heart.   Luke 2:19  

Our Christmas Octave would not be complete 
without paying special attention to the glorious Mother of 
God!  Mary, the mother of Jesus, the mother of the Saviour 
of the World, is properly called the “Mother of God.”  It is 
worth reflecting upon this powerful title of our Blessed 
Mother.  And it’s important to understand that this title 
says just as much about Jesus as it does about His Blessed 
Mother. 

In calling Mary the “Mother of God,” we especial-
ly acknowledge one fact of human life.  A mother is not 
just the source of one’s flesh, she is not just the mother of 
the body of her children, she is the mother of that per-
son.  Being a mother is not just something biological, it is 
something sacred and holy and is part of the divine order of 
God’s creation.  Jesus was her Child and this Child is 
God.  Therefore, it is proper logic to call Mary the “Mother 
of God.” 

It’s an amazing fact to think about.  God has a 
mother!  He has a particular person who carried Him in her 
womb, nursed Him, raised Him, taught Him, loved Him, 
was there for Him and pondered who He was throughout 
His life.  This last fact is especially beautiful to look at. 

The Gospel passage above says, “And Mary kept 
all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”  And she 
did this as a caring mother.  Her love for Jesus was as 
unique as the love of any mother.  However, it should be 
noted that she was a mother in perfection and loved Him 
with perfect love, He who was not only her Son but was 
also God and was perfect in every way.  What does this 
reveal?  It reveals that the motherly love shared between 
Mary and Jesus was profound, inspiring, mysterious, glori-
ous and truly sacred!  The mystery of their love is worth 
reflecting on throughout our lives, keeping it fully alive in 
our hearts.  She is an example for every mother and is also 
an example for all of us who seek to love others with a 
pure and holy heart. 

Reflect, today, upon the holy and captivating rela-
tionship that Mary would have shared with her Divine 
Son.  Try to fathom what this love would have been 
like.  Imagine the deep emotion and passion that would 
have filled her heart.  Imagine the level of unwavering 
commitment she would have had.  Imagine the unbreakable 
bond that was forged as a result of her love.  What a beauti-
ful celebration this is to conclude this Octave of Christmas 
Day! 

 
Dearest Mother Mary, you loved your Divine Son 

with perfect love.  Your heart burned with an unquencha-
ble fire of motherly charity.  Your bond with Jesus was one 
that was perfect in every way.  Help me to open my heart to 
that same love you share with me.  Come be my mother and 
care for me as you cared for your Son.  May I also love you 
with the love Jesus had for you and with the love He now 
lavishes upon you in Heaven.  Mother Mary, the Mother of 
God, pray for us.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
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Words of Wisdom: 
 

If Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacri-
fice can be too great for me to make for Him!” If Je-
sus Christ is worth serving, He is worth serving well. 

Never say mean words out of anger.  Your anger will 
pass, but your mean words can scar a person for life.  So 
use kind words or be silent.   

“This is the one to whom I will look: he who is hum-
ble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.” 
Humility is the very seedbed in which all of God’s graces 
and gifts grow to maturity. “Humble yourselves, so that 
at the proper time he may exalt you.” .  Isaiah 66:2 

If our prayer is meager, it is because we 
believe it to be supplemental and not fun-
damental. If we pray only when we feel like it, we 
won’t pray very much at all. We must resist that tempta-
tion. When I talk more than I pray, when I study more 
than I seek God’s help, when I’m tempted to think that 
when I’m on my feet I’m more useful than when I am on 
my knees, I’m on the wrong side of this equation. 

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 
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Investment Management • Financial Planning  • Tax Planning 
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

(607) 973-2665 • www.AlsworthCapital.com
Advisory services offered through Alsworth Capital Management, LLC, an independent Registered Investment Advisory firm.  Broker Dealer services 

offered through Cadaret,  Grant & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Alsworth Capital Management, LLC and Cadaret, Grant are separate entities. Shane Alsworth Jacqueline Alsworth

The region’s largest provider of
Long Term Care • Short Term Rehabilitation

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care
Adult Day Health Care

48 Colonial Drive, Horseheads
607-739-3654

Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence
~ Elmira ~

Phone: 607-734-7741 • www.woodbrookhome.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

HANDYMAN MASTER llc
FREE ESTIMATES • NO JOB TOO SMALL

Furniture • Kitchen • Bath 
Interior Painting • Plumbing

TOM KAGER 
401-207-3331 | tmkagr47@icloud.com

At Southern Tier Medical Care, our care teams offer personalized, compassionate 
just for you. Making sure you are up to date on screenings and yearly wellness 
checks is important. We’ll also connect you to the right specialists additional care. 
If you need to come in person for a visit, know we are maintaining strict safety 
precautions to protect you and your family while in our care.

New patient appointments available. Call 607-608-3396.

Don’t wait to get 
the care you need
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

www.visitingangels.com/horseheads607.846.2370

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Tree Service - Landscaping - Lawn Care
607-739-7869

www.floydstreeserviceandexcavating.com

"We Feed Trees"

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460


