CHURCH

MISSION STATEMENT

5t. Mary Our Mother iz a Catholic commmnity com-
mitted to the spirimal growth of all people as we
share our farth and serve our commumty.

ST. MARY OUR MOTHER

816 West Broad Street, Horseheads, New York
(607) 739-3817

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Friday, December 24, 2021
3:00 p.m. - Christmas Mass
5:00 p.m. - Christmas Mass
11:00 p.m. - Christmas Mass during the
Night (formerly known as
“Midnight Mass”)

Saturday, December 25, 2021
9:00 a.m. - Christmas Mass
No 5:00 p.m. Mass today

Secon
Sunday
of Advent

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL

As of November 24th, 165 families have contribut-
ed $45,054.00 toward our parish goal of $106,251.00.
We thank those who have given generously to the CMA
and ask that all who have not yet given to this appeal to
prayerfully consider doing so. Please consider all the
ways God has blessed you and your family and how the
Church has brought joy and goodness in our lives. The
CMA is one way we can give back to God for the many
blessings God has shared with us.

December 5, 2021

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to pre-
pare the way and open the door for Christ. “You see that
when the Word of God knocks hardest on your door, it is
when His hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, He
chooses to visit those who are in tribulation and trial, lest
one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, His head is
covered with dew, with drops, when His body is laboring
hard. It is important to keep watch so that when the Bride-
groom comes, He is not shut out. If you are asleep and your
heart is not keeping watch, He will go away without knock-
ing; but if your heart is alert for His coming, He knocks and
asks for the door to be opened to Him.” When life gets over-
whelming and difficult and we find ourselves feeling a bit
downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great
comfort.

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfort-
able darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this
time of self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life
God desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and
misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the Bride-
groom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need to pre-
pare the way for Christ and open our hearts in preparation
for His visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep
within. It beckons us to seek out its source and discover the
inner calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness of
despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark that it may seem
unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who jour-
ney with us, and God’s promise may bring a glimmer of
light even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors
open. Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in
trusting the faith of others both past and present.

We have to trust that God has already begun the accom-
plishment of good work in us and that humanity is on an
incredible journey to something wonderful and awesome.
God is not done. When we open the doors of our hearts,
straighten the paths of our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus
can come with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy.
Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to get tired and con-
fused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern
what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to
become so weighed down by things and brought out of focus
is a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is
knocking. Answer the door. You will see and understand life
in ways you never thought possible before.

©LPi
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
SUNDAY - December 12, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Second Reading:  Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 3:10-18

IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST
John Kaysa Phyllis Kravec
Larry Lawrence Maria Margeson

IN OUR PARISH
Oplatki

Oplatki (Christmas wafers) are available at the par-
ish office.

Liturgical Ministers

With the outbreak of the Coronavirus in March
2020, many of our liturgical ministries involving our
acolytes, lectors and Eucharistic ministers were sus-
pended. While we await permission to resume these
ministries, we would like to be ready when that permis-
sion is received. If you previously served in one of
these liturgical ministries and would like to resume
serving, please call the parish office. If you have not
previously served but would like to serve in one of
these ministries, please call the parish office. Appropri-
ate training will be provided. Thank you.

Church Christmas Decorations

If you would like to have a poinsettia or a wreath in
the Church this Christmas, please call the parish office
at 607-739-3817.

All flowers for Christmas must be ordered by De-
cember 8th.

Advent/Christmas Booklets

As we are all aware, the parish is unable to have
printed materials available in the Church during this
time. The “Word Among Us,” “Today’s Missal” and
“The Little Blue Book” for Advent and Christmas 2021
have arrived at the parish office.

If you would like to have copies of these booklets,
please call the office at 607-739-3817.

Prayers and Squares Quilting Group

The Prayers and Squares Quilting Group has
blessed lap quilts available for anyone who is ill. If you
know anyone who would appreciate receiving a quilt,
please contact 738-3699 (Maribeth) or 731-8085
(Wilma) to make arrangements to stop at the parish of-
fice for your quilt.

(In Our Parish continued on page 4...)

SUNDAY'S READINGS

First Reading:

For God will show all the earth your splendor: you will
be named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory
of God’s worship. (Bar 5:4)

Psalm:

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy. (Ps 126)

Second Reading:

And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever
more and more in knowledge and every kind of percep-
tion, to discern what is of value, so that you may be
pure and blameless for the day of Christ. (Phil 1:9-10)
Gospel:

The winding roads shall be made straight, and the
rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God. (Mk 7:37)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998,
1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lec-
tionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.

OLPi

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES

Readings for the week of December 5, 2021

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil
1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14
[cf. Is 35:4f])/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13

[cf. Is 40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14

Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4

[11/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab
[8)/Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn
8:12]/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16,
18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil
4:4-7/1Lk 3:10-18

Wednesday:

Observances for the week of December 5, 2021
Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Advent

Monday:  St. Nicholas, Bishop

Tuesday:  St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

Wednesday: ~ The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Thursday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Friday: Our Lady of Loreto

Saturday: St. Damasus I, Pope

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent

©LP1
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
We have arrived at the second week of the sea-

son of Advent. Each year, Advent presents us with
an invitation and challenge to take some time during
these extremely busy and hectic December days to
slow down and to be more aware of God’s presence
among us. Years ago, St. John the Baptist preached
this message and encouraged people to listen to his
message as he proclaimed and prepared the people of
his time for the coming of Jesus. Advent is a season
of anticipation, joy, and hope that comes from know-
ing that God is in our midst. During these Advent
days, I would encourage you to allow God to comfort
you and to help relieve any anxiety that you might be
experiencing that prevents you from fully entering
into the joy of this time of year.

Many of you may remember the late Father Jo-
seph F. Hogan. Father Hogan served as the pastor of
St. Vincent de Paul Church in Corning from 1964-
1983. Father Hogan also served as the first chaplain
at Notre Dame High School from 1955-1961. Upon
his retirement, Father Hogan came to live at St. Pat-
rick Church, Elmira, with the then pastor, Father
Daniel F. Holland and myself. When he was as-
signed to be the homilist for the weekend Masses dur-
ing the season of Advent, St. Patrick had four week-
end Masses, (all parishes in Chemung County had 4-5
weekend Masses in those days), Father Hogan would
include the following poem in his homily. I am not
sure of the author, but it is entitled, Promise, My
Christmas Pledge:

1. I promise to make my Christmas a holy day with
Christ - not a holy day without Him.

2. I promise to observe Christmas as the birthday of
Christ - not a day to give and receive just mate-
rial gifts.

3. [ promise to remember that the real symbols of
Christmas are the Star, the Stable, and the Crib -
not Santa and his reindeer.

4. I promise to teach my children that “Santa
Claus” is the nickname for Saint Nicholas, who
gave to the poor, in honor of Christ.

5. I promise to help one poor family - in honor of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the poor and homeless
family of Bethlehem.

6. I promise to send Christmas cards remindful of
Jesus, the Infant Savior - not decorated only with
candy canes, ribbons and wreaths.

7. I promise to make room in my home for Christ -
with a Christmas Crib - to remind me that He
was born in a stable.

8. I promise during this season, in a special way, to
honor Mary, His mother - who kept the first
Christmas vigil beside the manger.

9. I promise to begin this day, by leading my family
to Church and to God’s table - to receive the
Bread of Life.

10. I promise today and every day to give “Glory to
God in the highest” - and to work and pray for
“Peace on earth to all of good will. ”

Have a blessed second week of Advent. Please
continue to take care of yourself and each other!

Fr. L.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday, December 6 - Advent Weekday
6:45 AM John Kordyl - wife, Evelyn & family
Tuesday, December 7 - St. Ambrose
6:45 AM Peter & Dick Burdulis - DeeDee & Dan
Cardone
Wednesday, December 8 - The Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary
6:45 AM Pablo & Elisea Atienza - Macapinlac
Family
5:30 PM Jennie Joy - Roger
Thursday, December 9 - Advent Weekday
6:45 AM  Anna Garrison - Mary Suffern
Friday, December 10 - Advent Weekday
6:45 AM Dennis Graumann - 6:45 a.m. Mass friends
Saturday, December 11 - Advent Weekday
5:00 PM Rose Mary Beering - family
Sunday, December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM Henry & Josephine Ryan - Mary & Jim
Carr
10:30 AM Douglas J. Madison - his family

FROM THE FINANCE COUNCIL

In addition to donating with cash or checks, there
are other tax beneficial ways that you are able to do-
nate to St. Mary Our Mother:

If you are over age 70-1/2 and you have an IRA
retirement account, you may be eligible for a tax
benefit called a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD). This provision in the tax law allows you to
make a distribution from your IRA directly to St.
Mary Our Mother. Using the QCD option, you can
transfer up to $100,000 per year to charity and ex-
clude the entire distribution from your gross income
for tax purposes. This is a nice tax benefit that al-
lows you to reduce your taxable income for charita-
ble giving, regardless of whether you are otherwise
eligible to deduct charitable contributions on your tax
return. To use the QCD election, you will need to
sign a form provided by your IRA account custodian.
On the form you will elect to make the payment pay-
able directly to “St. Mary Our Mother” and you will
enter the address as: 816 West Broad Street, Horse-
heads, NY 14845.

If you have appreciated securities, you may be
able to save money on capital gains taxes by donat-
ing shares to St. Mary Our Mother. You can transfer
stocks, bonds, mutual funds or exchange traded funds
(ETF) positions that have appreciated in value direct-
ly to our investment account. We can sell the posi-
tions for you and use the proceeds. We do not owe
capital gains tax on the sale, since we are a qualified
non-profit organization. In addition to avoiding capi-
tal gains tax on selling the position, you may also be
able to deduct the value of the security that you do-
nate, as a charitable contribution. If you hold the ap-
preciated security in a brokerage account, your custo-
dian can provide you with the forms to sign to make
the transfer.

If you have any questions, or need any clarifica-
tion, please let us know. We will do everything we
can to accommodate and make the donation as easy
as possible. Thank you for your gifts and for all your
contributions to St. Mary Our Mother!
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IN OUR PARISH CONTINUED...
Thank You, Rice Bowl Participants

For our 2021 Rice Bowl Lenten almsgiving program,
our parish collected and donated over $2,300 to Catholic
Relief Services. Seventy-five percent of this will be used
by CRS to fund their development projects to help the
needy in impoverished countries. Twenty-five percent of
our donation, which was $587, was returned to the area to
be used by the Horseheads Food Pantry to help fund their
assistance to our local people. We thank the generous
people of St. Mary Our Mother who participated in the
Rice Bowl program this past Lent.

Updated Covid-19 Protocol

Due to the Covid-19 cases in our area, we are
exercising extra caution to keep our parishioners safe,
especially those who are not vaccinated. Until further
notice, masks are required whenever you are in a
church building, including when attending Mass. This
applies to everyone old enough to safely wear a mask,
regardless of vaccination status. We are not at this time
implementing any additional registration, social
distancing, nor extra sanitizing procedures.

One half of the church seating will continue to be
“open seating” with all rows open. The other half will be
blocked off at every other row, for those more
comfortable with social distancing. When you enter a
pew row, please move to the furthest open seating area,
so that others can fill in the row behind you. Thank you.

Social Ministry Thanksgiving/Updated Christmas
Plans - 2021

Due to the continuing covid-19 pandemic, our Social
Ministry Committee believes it is best for our parish to
work through the Horseheads Food Pantry in providing
assistance to needy families during the holiday season.
The pantry already has safety precautions in place for
food distribution to the needy.

For Thanksgiving, the Food Bank of the Southern
Tier will be supplying the Horseheads Food Pantry with
turkeys and food to complete the holiday meal for the
less fortunate families in our area. We will continue our
food donations, as usual, with an emphasis on canned
vegetables, such as corn and beans.

Christmas plans have been finalized. We will be
donating money to the Food Pantry to allow them to
purchase a ham for each family. There will be envelopes
on the table in the vestibule of the church for your
donation if you wish to help us this year. Checks may be
made out to St. Mary Our Mother Church. You may
place the envelopes in the collection boxes at the
entrances of the Church. You may also mail your
donation to the parish office. Donations must be in no
later than December 10th.

We are grateful to the many caring people in our
parish who have supported our Christmas Basket
program in the past. We hope that we can continue to
depend on your generosity for our revised plans for the
upcoming holiday season.

REGIONAL EVENTS
March for Life

Be a voice for the voiceless! Plan now to travel
with us to Washington, DC for the January 21, 2022
March for Life. We will travel by bus leaving at
about 11:30 p.m. on January 20th, arrive in Washing-
ton in time for food and Mass. Then we will visit the
offices of our Congressman and Senators, see Capitol
Hill, attend the Rally for Life on the National Mall,
and then March for Life to the Supreme Court Build-
ing. Buses arrive home at about 11:00 p.m. on January
21st.

The cost is $40.00 per person, if paid before De-
cember 15th; $50.00 after that date. “Scholarships “
are available. Adults and school age children are wel-
come.

It is a great experience! Plan now. Call Steve at
607-739-9282 for information or to reserve your seat.
Individuals or groups who would like to donate to de-
fray costs or sponsor people to ride are invited to call
also.

MINISTERIAL STAFF
Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor
Rev. Richard F. Kajiru, In Residence
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Coordinator of Faith Formation
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music
Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary
Ms. Terri Orbin, Business Manager
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary
Mrs. Maribeth Leipold, Faith Formation Secretary
Mrs. Amy Barr, Faith Formation Associate
Mrs. Sue Wood, Bulletin Editor
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office
816 West Broad Street............ccccvveeennnnnn. (607)-739-3817
FaX oo (607)-739-5628
E-mail...cooooiiiiiiiiiie smomc(@dor.org
Parish Web Site................ www.StMaryOurMother.com
St. Mary Our Mother School
811 Westlake Street.........cocceeevvieeennenn. (607)-739-9157
E-mail.......oooooii smoms(@dor.org
School Web Site.............. www.stmaryourmother.school
Religious Education Office
816 West Broad Street............ccccceeeeennee. (607)-739-8214
E-mail....................... smomfaithformation@gmail.com
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JESSE TREE

Advent is a season of preparation before Christmas.
The word Advent means "coming" and refers to the com-
ing of Jesus. The season emphasizes a three fold coming,
the coming in the flesh at Bethlehem, in grace through
word and sacrament, and in glory on the day of judgment.

Many people go to great lengths to prepare for Christ-
mas, yet fail to appreciate the true meaning of Advent.
Advent, when properly observed, helps you realize more
fully the coming of Christ and its meaning for you.

Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas and
lasts until Christmas Eve. The lessons read in church each
Sunday of the season picture some of the people and
events that are significant in the heritage of Jesus.

The Jesse tree has the same purpose, but it expands it
by presenting an appropriate story in picture for each day
of the season. The Jesse tree is a small tree decorated with
symbols portraying the spiritual heritage of Jesus. It is a
kind of family tree that was suggested by Isaiah's prophet:
"a shoot shall come out of the stump of Jesse" (Isaiah
11:1).

Our Jesse tree is located in the seasonal shrine. Each
day a different symbol of Jesus' heritage will be placed
on the tree. We welcome you to step into the shrine and
turn over the corresponding scripture for the second
week.

2nd Sunday in Advent, Symbol of Prophecy,
Isaiah 9:2-7

Monday, Joseph and his Coat, Genesis 37:1-36

Tuesday, Moses and the Law, Exodus 20:1-17

Wednesday, The Blessing of Aaron, Numbers
6:22-27

Thursday, Samuel and the Word of the Lord, 1
Samuel 3: 1-21

Friday, David, 1 Samuel 16:14-23

Saturday, Symbol of Shepherds, Psalm 23

-
4
Don’t wait to get
the care you need

At Southern Tier Medical Care, our care teams offer personalized, compassionate
just for you. Making sure you are up to date on screenings and yearly wellness
checks is important. We’ll also connect you to the right specialists additional care.

If you need to come in person for a visit, know we are maintaining strict safety
precautions to protect you and your family while in our care.

New patient appointments available. Call 607-608-3396.

/ =y 3345 Chambers Foad
5 Harseheads, NY

d% Southern Tier Medical Care

(o) 135 Victory Highway
4 Painted Post, NY

Long Term Care * Short Term Rehabilitation

48 Colonial Drive, Horseheads
607-739-3654

A Fraclicion of Chualicr Assisied P dieing
Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence
~ Elmira ~
Phone: 607-734-7741 ® www.woodbrookhome.com

ELCOR

Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center

The region’s largest provider of

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care
Adult Day Health Care

Investment Management ¢ Financial Planning ¢ Tax Planning
Insurance Planning ¢ Estate Planning

(607) 973-2665 » www.AlsworthCapital.com

Jacqueline Alsworth

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Amot Mall Food Court « Horseheads, NY + 739-4641

HANDYMAN MASTER LLc

FREE ESTIMATES * NO JOB TOO SMALL
Furniture - Kitchen - Bath
Interior Painting - Plumbing

TOM KAGER
401-207-3331 | tmkagr47@icloud.com

Tratiay M‘ﬁmml

Village Plaza « Horseheads, NY * 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza ¢ Big Flats, NY + 562-7000

& Horseheads Elks

Lodge 2297
607-739-9931

6 Prospect Hill Rd in Horseheads

‘Friday Night Fish Fry,

Public Welcome » Bmgo every Monday Night at 6!
Receive FREE DESSERT with this Coupon' (with purchase ofentree)

»Banquet Facility with seating up to 430 for Weddlngs, Receptions, Funerals etc.

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads  06-0149



739-0489
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL
2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.

739-1301

TERRY ELECTRIC

Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates
Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience

Residential or Commercial
Quality Work « Fully Insured « Free Estimates

607-739-4484 - 607-857-5429

GEROULD’S

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
"PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE”
130 S. Main St. - 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. - 732-0597
2887 Westinghouse Rd. * 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney - 936-3233

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch I1
James J. Lynch Il & Heather Ann Lynch

10583

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE
RESTAURANT

American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine
New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

Licensed Funeral Directors
— .
& ADT-Monitored Home Security 1

. Get 24-Hour Protectlon From a Name You Can Trust |

® Burglary

® Fire Safety

Plumblng
Heating
Electric

SULLIVAN'S

/* .|' -’ AC/R
www.bcinc.info 562-2023

607-739-2035

365 E. Franklin St.
Horseheads, NY

Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

) rranils
Ehinapyarg

VistitgAngelNe)

607 846 2370

' P o sekesgey
Fagghid d Iseskrsning
Mzl Prspeeraion

www.visitingangels.com/horseheads

) remrnd{y Clongasnivnzbie
D hexilides i) "_,.'i i
-'t Are o arrlies

Farrururry SErvING Our Parisu CoMMUNITY

BARBER

FUNERAL HOME

413 SoutH MaiN STrReeT, HorsEneaDs, NEw York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 » INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

‘THIS SPACE IS

VAILABLE

Famiry OwWNED & OPERATED FOrR NEARLY
100 YEars oF CoMFORT, CONCERN, & SERVICE

S

WE'RE H IRING

EIE '!'I]LIHSELF EIFi:iNI} ‘I'I]LIFE PﬁuSSIﬂH

* Pald Training

& Soime Travel

s Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits

* Serve Your Cormmunity
L. Contact us at careersi@4ipi.com

www.4lpl.com/careers

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your emaif!

www.ParishesOnline.com

Grand Ceniral Storage Inc.

SELF SERVE STORAGE
o Individual Units ® Various Sizes Available
o Lighted & Secure ® 24 Hour Access ® 2 Locations
2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY  607-796-5879

PARMENTER

Tiew, Awito sind’ Frvh Bevwice » fpan Tinmanten

-
www.parmenterinc.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads

06-0149



