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GUIDELINES FOR MASS ATTENDANCE 
 We ask that you register each week for the Mass 
you will be attending, as we need to limit the size of the 
congregation.  Please call the parish office or email 
smomc@stny.rr.com  no later than Thursday at 4:00 
p.m.   Also, please remember that the obligation to at-
tend Sunday Mass has been suspended until further no-
tice. 
  
To prepare to attend: 
 Wash your hands before you leave home; 
 bring a mask; masks are required from the time you 
 exit your car in the parking lot  until you return to 
 your car.  (This also applies to   private prayer in 
 church); 
 bring your own hand sanitizer to use before  receiv-
 ing Communion; 
 bring your own worship materials, as no hymnals or 
 missalettes are available; 
 please do not congregate in the church building or 
 anywhere on the parish grounds; 
 one restroom is available, but do not congregate 
 around it. 
  
When you arrive: 
 Please plan to arrive 10-15 minutes before Mass, 
 and check with the person at the registration table; 
 ushers will be available to help you; 
 please deposit your offering envelope in the  recep-
 tacle near the doors when you arrive as there will 
 not be a collection at the offertory; 
 please sanitize your hands as you enter church; 
 you will be directed to a seat in church, with seating 
 beginning in the front to the back. 
 The chapel remains closed at this time. 
 
During Mass: 
 Generally, there will be little congregational sing-
 ing, as masks must always be worn throughout 
 Mass. 
 There will be no  altar servers or choir, one  lector, 
 one Eucharistic Minister, one cantor, when  needed. 
 There is to be no physical contact during the Lord’s 
 Prayer or at the Sign of Peace. 
 When approaching to receive Communion, please 
 follow the directions of the ushers or volunteers 
 present.  Remain six feet apart from others, observ-
 ing  the markings on the floor. 
 As you receive Communion, receive Communion in 
 your hands (there is no safe or hygienic manner to 
 receive Communion on the tongue during the 
 pandemic), walk at least six feet away from the 
 minister before lowering your mask to receive the 
 host, replace your mask, and return to your seat.  
 The Eucharist will only be offered in the form of the 
 Body of Christ. 
 You are not obliged to receive Communion at Mass 
 if you are uncomfortable doing so.  If you are not 
 receiving Communion,  simply  step  out  of  your 
 seat and back away to allow others to return to their 
 seat with minimal contact. 
 

Going forth: 
 At the end of Mass, the ushers will direct you to 
 exit from the church building, beginning with the 
 last pew first. 
 Private prayer is not available after Mass as to  
 facilitate immediate cleaning and sanitizing of 
 the  pews and restrooms. 
 Please go directly to your vehicle when you leave 
 church. 
 
 Thank you for your understanding and cooper-
ation as we work our way through this process.  We 
thank you for your suggestions as we move for-
ward! 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Tax Advantaged Donation Strategies 
 In addition to donating with cash or checks, there 
are other tax beneficial ways that you can donate to St. 
Mary Our Mother: 
 If you are over age 72 and you have an IRA re-
tirement account, you may be eligible for a tax bene-
fit called a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).  
This provision in the tax law allows you to make a dis-
tribution from your IRA directly to St. Mary Our 
Mother.  Using the QCD option, you can transfer up to 
$100,000 per year to charity and exclude the entire dis-
tribution from your gross income for tax purposes.  
This is a nice tax benefit that allows you to reduce your 
taxable income for charitable giving, regardless of 
whether you are otherwise eligible to deduct charitable 
contributions on your tax return.  To use the QCD elec-
tion, you will need to sign a form provided by your 
IRA account custodian.  On the form you will elect to 
make the payment payable directly to “St. Mary Our 
Mother” and you will enter the address as:  816 West 
Broad Street, Horseheads, NY  14845. 
 If you have appreciated securities, you may be 
able to save money on capital gains taxes by donat-
ing shares to St. Mary Our Mother.  You can transfer 
stocks, bonds, mutual funds or exchange traded funds 
(ETF) positions that have appreciated in value directly 
to our investment account.  We can sell the positions 
for you and use the proceeds.  We do not owe capital 
gains tax on the sale, since we are a qualified non-
profit organization.  In addition to avoiding capital 
gains tax on selling the position, you may also be able 
to deduct the value of the security that you donate, as a 
charitable contribution.  If you hold the appreciated 
security in a brokerage account, your custodian can 
provide you with the forms to sign to make the trans-
fer. 
 If you have any questions, or need any clarifica-
tion, please let us know.  We will do everything we can 
to accommodate and make the donation as easy as pos-
sible.  Thank you for your gifts and for all your contri-
butions to St. Mary Our Mother! 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Monday, November 30 - St. Andrew, Apostle 
  6:45 AM Christine Saxenian - Robert & Dawn Fischer 
Tuesday, December 1 - Advent Weekday 
  6:45 AM Bill Dominikoski - Gerry & Judy Youmans 
Wednesday, December 2 - Advent Weekday 
  6:45 AM For the Faithful Departed 
Thursday, December 3 - St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
  6:45 AM Eileen Lynam - Raymond Wawrzusin 
Friday, December 4 - Advent Weekday 
  6:45 AM No Mass 
Saturday, December 5 - Advent Weekday 
  5:00 PM Rosemary Beering - her family 
Sunday, December 6 - Second Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 AM Sandy Mentuck - Azzarelli family 
10:30 AM Richard Miller - Ann LeMark 
 

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 
 An early publication deadline for this week’s bulletin 
finds me writing this column on November 16th, nearly 
two weeks before you will read it.  At this time, as per 
the New York State Governor’s Office, our county 
continues its designation as a “orange zone,” for the 
Covid-19 virus, which has resulted in the suspension of 
all public Sunday Masses since the end of October.  
Despite the changes that have been imposed on us since 
last March due to the coronavirus, I hope you were able 
to enjoy a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 Today is the First Sunday of Advent, and the 
beginning of a new liturgical year.  This season of 
anticipation arrives with all the natural signs that 
surround it.  The days are darker and shorter, tending to 
make us quieter and more reflective.  We are in the final 
hours of the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, and it is no 
secret that Christmas is coming.  Even in the midst of this 
worldwide pandemic, we have seen the advertisements, 
outdoor Christmas lights have been put in place, 
including the lights of our church’s outdoor Advent 
candles.  Christmas preparations are well on the way.  In 
addition, the Advent scriptures have a tone of their own.  
No longer is our attention focused on an adult Christ, but 
the scriptures speak of a prophecy, anticipation, and 
begin to read the infancy narratives.  The Advent season 
is a time when we are invited to step back and remember 
why we do what we do during this season.  Advent is a 
time when we are invited to avoid the commercialism 
that surrounds a secular holiday season and embrace the 
true meaning of  “Emmanuel:  God is with us.” 
 During more normal times, this weekend would be an 
opportunity to remind you of the special opportunities 
that are so much a part of parish life during Advent, but 
will be missing this year.  I am thinking of the Service of 
Lessons and Carols, which we would have on the first or 
second Sunday of Advent.  It is always a wonderful 
service, an opportunity  which I hope will return next 
year, or whenever this pandemic ends.  Another 
opportunity that will be missing this year is our annual 
Christmas basket program, directed by our parish’s 
Social Ministry Committee, where we provide Christmas 
food baskets and gifts for, in some years, 250 families.   
Due to a number of logistics associated with the 
restrictions due to the Coronavirus, we are unable to do 
this outreach this year.  Hopefully, this outreach can 
resume next year. 
 While some of the traditional Advents practices in 
the parish cannot occur this year, we can use this Advent 
time for prayer and reflection.  As we have done in 
previous years, we have two publications that you are 
familiar with.  The first is “The Word Among Us,” 
which offers a complete guide to the Advent season, 
including Advent scripture readings, meditations, and 
Mass prayers for each day.  The second publication is 
entitled, “The Little Blue Book.” for the Advent/
Christmas season.  These booklets, based on the writings 
of the late Bishop Ken Untener and published by the 
Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan, provide a brief reflection 
for each day of the season, including scripture, an 
historical note, a suggested good work, and finally ending 
with the words, “Spend some quiet time with the Lord.”  

We also have Today’s Missal.  These words are the 
essence of the season.  The time not only allows us to 
relax but also helps us understand how God continues to 
be present among us, even in the most challenging and 
stressful time of this pandemic. 
 This Advent season is meant to offer us a time of 
quiet waiting, reflective living, and discovering the Christ 
present in our lives.  Advent invites us to do the ordinary 
things in life with renewed anticipation that Christ is 
present and working in our lives.  If we make kind of an 
effort this season, then Christmas will take on a much 
greater meaning, as we have been brought closer to God 
and to one another. 
 Enjoy this first week of Advent with the special 
blessing and peace it has to offer.  Continue to take care 
of yourself and each other. 
 
        Fr. L. 
 
 
 
IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
Alva Huntley    Frances Rogozinski 
Renee Smith 
 
 
MEMORIALS 
Sanctuary Candle: 
In memory of Bob Sparrow - Bob & Lois Lantzy 
 
 
CHURCH CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
 Would you like to see our Church beautifully 
decorated for the Christmas Masses - even though we 
might not all be able to be present? 
 If you would like to have a poinsettia or a wreath at 
the Church to remember a loved one or for a special 
occasion, please call the parish office at 739-3817 with 
your intentions. 
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IN OUR PARISH 
Social Ministry Christmas Baskets 
 Due to the covid-19 pandemic, there are many issues 
that the Social Ministry Committee needed to address 
with regard to our Christmas Basket event.  We work 
with the Horseheads Food Pantry to meet with families 
and St. Mary Our Mother School to sort, pack and 
distribute the food and gifts.  For various reasons neither 
of these locations were viable options this year.  Also, the 
health and safety of our members and the many 
wonderful volunteers are upmost in our minds.  What we 
have knowledge of at this time and not knowing what is 
ahead of us, we feel our customary plan for this event is 
not possible.  Please consider making a donation to a 
charitable organization in our area to help them in their 
efforts this holiday season. 
 
Hands of Christ Award 2021  
 The Hands of Christ is a recognition program to 
assist parishes in affirming their high school seniors who 
have been the “Hands of Christ” in their church, home, 
school, and greater community.  You are invited to 
nominate a high school senior of the class of 2021 for the 
Hands of Christ recognition. 
 A nominated high school senior must meet the 
following criteria: 
 Consistently demonstrates a Christian attitude by  
 word and example; 
 is actively involved in their parish as well as their 
  school community; 
 is a positive role model for peers and younger  
  children; 
 is a  participating member of St. Mary Our Mother   
 parish. 
 To nominate a senior, please stop at the parish office 
for a registration form, complete the registration form 
including the nominee’s name, address, telephone 
number, and high school.   These registration forms will 
be reviewed by Father Linsler for approval as pastor and 
then the nominee will be contacted for further 
information.  The nominations are due in the parish office 
by December 18, 2020. 
 
 
Advent/Christmas Booklets 
 As we are all aware, the parish is unable to have 
printed materials available in the Church during these 
months of a pandemic. 
 The “Word Among Us,” “Today’s Missal,” and “The 
Little Blue Book” for Advent and Christmas 2020 have 
arrived at the parish office.   
 If you would like to have copies of these booklets, 
please call the office at 739-3817 to make 
arrangements…..always remembering that masks are 
required when stopping at the office. 
 
 
Live Stream Masses 
 Please check our parish website for a listing of 
Masses at www.StMaryOurMother.com.  There are also 
resources available at the diocesan website, dor.org. 
 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
 The season of Advent is upon us, and in today’s 
Gospel Jesus delivers a simple message through the 
pen of St. Mark:  “Be watchful!  Be alert!”  Christian 
stewards understand what Jesus meant when he said 
“It’s like a man going away:  He leaves his house and 
puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned 
task.”  Good stewards realize that to each one a task is 
assigned by god.  They have been set in a particular 
place and station in life, and have been gifted with 
unique relationships.  How do we respond to the tasks 
or cultivate our relationships in a way that keeps us 
alert for the return of Christ? 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Richard F. Kajiru, In Residence 
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Jean Yorio, School Principal 
Mr. Richard O’Lenick, Business Manager 
Mrs. Elizabeth Berliner,  RCIA Coordinator 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Mrs. Jeanne Carney, Facilities Coordinator 
Mrs. Maribeth Leipold, Faith Formation Secretary 
Mrs. Amy Barr, Faith Formation Associate 
Mrs. Sue Wood, Bulletin Editor 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Mrs. Kim Roemmelt, School Secretary 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................. (607)-739-3817 
Fax ......................................................... (607)-739-5628 
E-mail .............................................. smomc@stny.rr.com 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street ................................. (607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................. (607)-739-8214 
E-mail…………………..smomfaithformation@gmail.com 
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REGIONAL EVENTS 
American Red Cross 
 The American Red Cross is urging donors who are 
healthy and feeling well to make an appointment to give 
blood to maintain the blood supply for patients who rely 
on lifesaving transfusions.  Blood donors are needed now 
to ensure hospitals have the blood needed to save lives.  
The Red Cross is testing all blood donations for Covid-19 
antibodies, providing donors insight into whether they 
have been exposed to this coronavirus.  How can you 
help?  Please call 1-800-REDCROSS or contact red-
cross.org for information. 
 
CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
 The Catholic Ministries Appeal provides funding for 
important programs, services, and ministries that strength-
en our entire Church.  In order to reach our parish goal of 
$112,209.00, we need the support of all.  In the spirit of 
generosity, please prayerfully consider your gift to this 
year’s Catholic Ministries Appeal.  We would like to thank 
the 138 parishioners from St. Mary Our Mother who have 
responded to this drive.  Their pledges and contributions of 
$40,801.00 have enabled us to achieve 36.36% of our goal.  
If it is easier, you can make your gift by going to 
www.dor.org.   Additional pledge forms are available in 
the vestibule, and can be returned in the collection or 
mailed directly to the diocese, and available in the vesti-
bule.  
 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES - ENGAGE 
PARISHIONERS IN DAILY MASS AND PRAYER 
Readings for the week of November 29, 2020 
Sunday:  Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
[4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 
Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 
10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-
37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/
Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 
30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 
[8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 
 
Observances for the week of November 29, 2020 
Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Andrew, Apostle 
Tuesday:   
Wednesday:  
Thursday: St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
Friday:   
Saturday:  
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
©LPi 
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Investment Management • Financial Planning  • Tax Planning 
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

(607) 973-2665 • www.AlsworthCapital.com
Advisory services offered through Alsworth Capital Management, LLC, an independent Registered Investment Advisory firm.  Broker Dealer services 

offered through Cadaret,  Grant & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Alsworth Capital Management, LLC and Cadaret, Grant are separate entities. Shane Alsworth Jacqueline Alsworth

The region’s largest provider of
Long Term Care • Short Term Rehabilitation

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care
Adult Day Health Care

48 Colonial Drive, Horseheads
607-739-3654

Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence
~ Elmira ~

Phone: 607-734-7741 • www.woodbrookhome.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

Friday Night Fish Fry
   Public Welcome • Bingo every Monday Night at 6!    

Receive FREE DESSERT with this Coupon! (with purchase of entrée)
»Banquet Facility with seating up to 430 for Weddings, Receptions, Funerals etc.

607-739-9931
6 Prospect Hill Rd in Horseheads

HANDYMAN MASTER llc
FREE ESTIMATES • NO JOB TOO SMALL

Furniture • Kitchen • Bath 
Interior Painting • Plumbing

TOM KAGER 
401-207-3331 | tmkagr47@icloud.com

Contact Lorne Searight to place an ad today! 
lsearight@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6460 
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www.4getmenotbox.com
YOUR TENDER LOVING CARE DELIVERED!

4getmenotbox@gmail.com
Year-Round Gift Service Delivered to your Loved Ones!

COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

Grand Central Storage Inc.

SELF SERVE STORAGE
• Individual Units • Various Sizes Available

• Lighted & Secure • 24 Hour Access • 2 Locations
2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY • 607-796-5879

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R
www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

2898 Westinghouse Rd., Horseheads, NY 14845

(607) 796-2191

Open 6:00 am - 10:00 pm
Open 7 Days a Week

Locally Owned &
Operated by Dave Marks

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

www.visitingangels.com/horseheads607.846.2370

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

 COMPLETE LAWN CARE
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

HORTON LANDSCAPING
Maintenance Specialist

Serving the Southern Tier For Two Generations
TIMOTHY G. HORTON, OWNER

607-562-8231 • Big Flats, New York

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


