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IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 
Saturday, April 11th 
 3:30 p.m.—Sacrament of Penance—Church 
 

Wine & Hosts 
 
The Sacramental Wine and the Eucharistic hosts for the 
week of April 5-11 have been donated in memory of  
Joseph Higgins by Jane & Joe Gallagher. 

PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

Our Paschal candle for Easter this year has been donated in 
loving memory of Anthony Palladino by Suzanne 
Blanchard.   

PALMS 
 

The palms for this past Palm Sunday have been donated in 
loving memory of Bob Kosty by his wife, Marianne. 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 

Question: What is the name of the patron saint of travelers 
and lost items? 

Easter 
 
Question: 
Why is the Easter season so long? And should we be doing 
something special for it? 
 
Answer: 
You’ve probably noticed the priest continuing to wear white 
vestments at the Sunday liturgy. While we celebrated 
Christ’s resurrection several weeks ago, the Easter season 
extends fifty days — just over seven weeks — from Easter 
Sunday to Pentecost. For most of that time — about six 
weeks — Jesus is still with the disciples, teaching and en-
couraging them. The Easter season isn’t just a celebration of 
when Jesus is with us. At the Last Supper, Jesus promised to 
send an “advocate” or “counselor” when he left. At the As-
cension, he directs the disciples to await “power from on 
high” — the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Ascension com-
pletes the Paschal Mystery, beginning with Jesus’ suffering 
and death and continuing in the resurrection. But the Holy 
Spirit ushers in a new era for the Church. 
 
After spending weeks in prayer, fasting, and service during 
Lent, it may seem odd that we don’t widely have similar 
practices for Easter. That doesn’t mean you can’t embrace 
the season! Commit to taking moments of little joy through-
out the weeks, like random acts of kindness towards others. 
Consider reading the Acts of the Apostles to learn more 
about the early Church or picking up an Easter devotional to 
pray with. He is still risen indeed! 
 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION 
OF THE LORD 

 
 There are many stones in our paths that keep us from 
truly living and being free. Some of these boulders have 
been there for a very long time. They have been there so 
long that they have even settled into the soil of our lives 
with other weeds, vines, and compacted soil keeping them 
firmly in place. We find them hard to move and trying to 
do so can be exhausting. What are these suffocating alba-
trosses that keep us so tethered and immobile? They are 
many things. 
 
 They are past childhood wounds and hurts that stem 
from disappointment, rejection, or abuse. People may have 
told us we were unwanted, that the world is frightening, 
that there are only some acceptable feelings you can have 
and others you cannot. We may have tried to love someone 
or struggled to figure out how and were met with rejection. 
Maybe we trusted someone completely and were betrayed. 
We come to life collecting barnacles that begin to attach to 
other barnacles and before you know it, we have a mass of 
solid matter blocking our vision and keeping us from mov-
ing. We live in fear. We are afraid of losing what we have, 
afraid that the future will be empty, afraid that we won’t 
succeed and even more afraid that we will not be loved. 
There is so much fear. Didn’t Jesus tell us not to worry and 
to not be afraid? Either we believe in the message of Easter, 
or we don’t! 
 
 Go confidently into the night. Walking with God you 
will find the light and strength you need. Often without 
even knowing, God will move those boulders and stum-
bling blocks that bind us and, with putting one foot in front 
of the other and looking forward, we will move. The resur-
rection of Christ is really all about receiving the gifts of 
trust and faith and doing new things. The rocks that bind us 
keep us spinning the same wheels and doing the same 
things. When was the last time you threw caution to the 
wind and actually did something totally out of character 
and different? This is where we find God, in the spontane-
ous, the adventurous, the fun, and the creative choices we 
make! God is not boring and stuck. God is exciting and 
engaging. Jesus Christ is risen from the dead! Find a way to 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 

 Happy Easter!  We are delighted to have you join us 
this Easter weekend!  If you are a long standing parishion-
er, new to the church, visiting our area, or coming to Mass 
for the first time in a long time, we welcome you.  On be-
half of the staff of our parish and school, we hope you fee 
welcome and “at home” at St. Mary Our Mother! 
 
 There is no day to compare with Easter Sunday.  It 
stands out from the conflicts and turmoil of our world; it 
lifts our mind and hearts with a joy and love so complete 
that it conquers death.  Early that first Easter morning, a 
mighty act of God took place—Christ rose from the dead, 
changing the past and shaping the future.  Nothing can be 
the same again.  This makes Easter the primary day of the 
entire Church year.  Everything that we believe as Chris-
tians stems from the Easter event.  Easter reminds us that 
there is a way out of darkness, transformation is possible, 
and change can take place in our lives. 
 
 Easter reminds us that death is not the final answer or 
the end of us.  We are meant for more that the present life 
and are not anchored to this world.  Human life is not lim-
ited to the cycle of birth to death.  Easter is the answer to 
the tears that are shed at the graves of our loved ones as it 
reminds us that we have a future greater than the one we 
believe in, provided we open our hearts to the grace that 
the resurrected Jesus won for us.  Christ has shared the gift 
of life with us, and his resurrection from the dead points to 
the resurrection of all people. 
 
 The Easter event is the turning point inviting us to live 
an entirely new way that goes beyond the limits of this 
world.  Each of us is challenged to become part of a new 
creation, inspired by the life of God given to each of us at 
baptism.  Life depends on a person’s perspective.  At 
times, life can seem like a series of Good Fridays, an emp-
ty tomb, full of bitterness and confusion.  There are also 
times when life is full of joy, hope, and endless possibili-
ties.  The challenge facing each of us is to appreciate God 
and to see God’s plan in the events that surround our lives.  
This can be done if we remain faithful to our baptismal 
promises, and are aware of God’s grace and presence in 
our lives.  
 
 The gospel for Easter tells us that the stone at the en-
trance to Christ’s tomb has been rolled away.  The ques-
tion that is before each of us is:  Have I risen to the new 
life of Christ, or are all the stones of one kind or another 
still weighing me down and keeping me imprisoned:  diffi-
cult relationships, disappointments, sorrows, losses, re-
flections, and so on?  The good news of Easter is that the 
boulders, stones, and restraints that weigh on us have been 
rolled away by the power of Jesus’ resurrection.  The tomb 
of Christ is empty; Jesus lives; and as people who share is 
life, we live as well. 
 
 The alleluias we sing today and throughout the fifty 
days of Easter are acclamations of great gladness and joy 
that Jesus is risen, and the hope of our resurrection as well.  
The joy and enthusiasm of Easter cannot be limited to a 
single day; this the reason we continue to celebrate the joy 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,   April 6-Monday Within the Octave of Easter 
6:45 A.M.  No Mass 
Tuesday,    April 7-Tuesday Within the Octave of Easter 
 6:45 A.M.   Pamela Smart Eldred—Virginia &  
    Brendan Curtis 
Wednesday, April 8-Wednesday Within the Octave of Easter 
6:45 A.M.  Living & deceased members of the   
    6:45AM Mass family 
Thursday,  April 9-Thursday Within the Octave of Easter 
6:45 A.M.  Deceased members of the Mills family—
    family   
Friday,   April 10-Friday Within the Octave of Easter 
6:45 A.M.  Special Intentions—Ann LeMark   
Saturday,    April 11-Saturday Within the Octave of Easter 
5:00 P.M,  Teri Guardi—Bob   
Sunday,   April 12-Second Sunday of Easter 
8:30 A.M.  Jennette Berretta—Chris  Lloyd 
10:30 A.M.  Christina O’Herron Regula—Mom,  
    MaryAnn       
_______________________________________________ 
Pastor’s Perspective continued: 
 
of Easter Sunday for fifty days! 
 
 The entire staff of St. Mary Our Mother parish and 
school join me in wishing you a very blessed, happy, and 
joyous Easter!  Please continue to take care of yourself and 
each other! 
 
         Fr. L. 
_______________________________________________ 

 
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 

 
The Parish Offices will be closed on Monday, April 6th 
in observance of Easter.  The offices will re-open on Tues-
day, April 7th, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
  
        

 

 

 

 

 

       

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN  

Answer: St. Anthony of Padua  
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 
Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Coordinator 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 
Ms. Michelle Card, Business Manager 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................... (607)-739-3817 
Fax ............................................................. (607)-739-5628 
E-mail ...................................................... smomc@dor.org 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street ................................... (607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................... (607)-739-8214 

DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER 
PERMANENT DIACONATE 

 
The deacon is a man of faith, who is called from the 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
The 2026 Mass Book is now open.  There are many dates 
for both Sunday and Weekday Masses that are available to 
be scheduled.  Please contact the parish office to schedule 
your Mass intentions for this year. 

 
RICE BOWL DONATIONS 

 
Please turn in your Rice Bowl donations on Easter or the 
week after to the Church basket or at the parish office.  
Your donation can be inside your Rice Bowl or for easier 
handling as a check in a clearly marked envelope.  Thank 
you for your participation in our Lenten almsgiving project.  

 

While It Is Still Dark 

If you are a person who is religious in any way, chances are 
that at some point, someone has asked you to give a reason 
why. 

I meet lots of people who identify as spiritual but not reli-
gious, lots of people who are more comfortable splashing in 
the shallow end of belief but hesitating to wade into the 
more uncertain depths of doctrine. So when they ask the 
question “Why do you believe what you believe?” it usual-
ly comes out as “Why do you go to church?” 

They want to know why I come to this specific place at this 
specific time. What am I expecting to happen? 

We read that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb “while it 
was still dark.” I imagine she could not sleep. She was trau-
matized. Grieving. Confused. Angry, perhaps. Doubting? 
Maybe. It’s possible. We cannot know what was in her 
heart. 

We only know what she did. We only know where she 
went. And we know that it was dark, that the light of East-
er’s dawn had not yet pierced the sky. 

Often, I am grieving when I go to church, or angry, or con-
fused, or all three. I have gone many times with a doubting 
and resentful heart. 

Because, you see, it is still dark. The dawn of eternity, 
which will illuminate all understanding, has not yet even 
begun to creep across my horizon. 

My answer to the question, when I am asked, is that I go to 
church — to Catholic Mass, specifically — for the same 
reason Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. I go because it is 
the last place I saw Christ, and I am desperate to see him 
again. 
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ST. MARY  OUR MOTHER SCHOOL: 

 
 Celebrating Easter at St. Mary Our  

Mother School  
This Easter weekend, we joyfully celebrate the Resurrec-
tion of our Lord, a time of hope, renewal, and new begin-
nings. Our students have been immersed in the true mean-
ing of Easter through prayer, acts of service, and heartfelt 
lessons in faith and compassion. Each week leading up to 
Easter, our students participated in the Stations of the 
Cross, reflecting on Christ’s journey with reverence and 
understanding, bringing the story of His sacrifice and love 
to life in our classrooms.  
 
We are incredibly grateful to our dedicated teachers, staff, 
and parish community for creating a school environment 
where faith, learning, and service are nurtured together. It 
is inspiring to witness our students living out the Gospel 
in meaningful ways every day.  
 
Reminder: St. Mary Our Mother School will be on Easter 
Break from Thursday, April 2nd through Friday, April 
10th. We look forward to welcoming our students back on 
Monday, April 13th!  
 
Wishing all our families a blessed, joyful, and hope-filled 
Easter!  
 
Blessings,  
 
Mrs. Heather Bill  
Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School  

FOLK GROUP 
 
An interest in starting up a folk group here at St. Mary Our 
Mother has been expressed by one of our parishioners who 
has a background playing bass with a folk group.  There 
would be a need for acoustic guitar players and willing 
singers in order to create this new ensemble.  If you are in-
terested, please call the parish office at 607-739-3817 and 
leave your name and phone number, or see Cathy Peckham 
after mass.  You will be contacted. 

NICKELS ADD UP 
 

Your clean deposit cans and bottles are worth five cents 
each to the Horseheads Food Pantry when you drop them 
off at our parish office.  If the office is closed, please leave 
the bag(s) on the front step under the overhang. 
 
The pantry uses the money to purchase the needed items 
when food donations fall short.  Social Ministry is collect-
ing these deposit containers, redeeming them, and sending 
the money on to the Food Pantry.  Consider joining the sev-
eral families who have been doing this for years.  It will 
give you a “feel good” feeling, knowing that you are help-
ing out our neighbors in need.  

The WOUNDED HEALERS’ BEREAVEMENT SUP-
PORT GROUP meeting will be offered on Tuesday, April 
14, 2026 at 7:00 p.m., in person, at St. Mary Our Mother 
School, 811 Westlake St., Horseheads, NY.  Use the door 
of the school across from the playground.  You may want 
to bring a picture or two of your loved one who died, or a 
memento of significance.  Each on has a personal grief 
journey so we are open to listen, and are careful to not 
dogmatize with “shoulds.”  We welcome those who are 
grieving the death of a loved one to this sharing; as you are 
each hoping to find encouragement, insight, and normali-
zation from each other.  You may share or you may just 
listen.  We encourage you to be sensitive to your own 
needs.  ALL are welcome.  We strive to provide a safe, 
confidential, and open place where our motto remains, 
“We see healing in the very act of helping.” 

    Christine Lloyd, 607-796-2795 

Come to Christ 
 
Life is perhaps God’s greatest gift to each of us. Without 
life, we would be unable to experience all the wonder of 
this world, the love of family and friends, and the joy that 
comes from using our talents and skills. Life itself is more 
profound a gift than we can even truly contemplate. 
On Easter, we celebrate life. For on this day, Jesus Christ 
conquered death and gave to us the chance for a life eter-
nal. The wonder, love, and joy of this world does not have 
to end. Through a life in Jesus Christ, these emotions are 
heightened, and we find even greater fulfillment in this 
world. 
 
Maybe this Easter you are finding yourself open to taking a 
next step in your relationship with Jesus. This could be the 
moment you decide to follow Him more closely and take 
seriously all that he has given you. If so, welcome to the 
journey, where there are many other disciples on that same 
path who can help show you the way and share their sto-
ries. If not, hopefully it doesn’t take a whole year for this 
possibility to be considered again. Jesus is alive and wait-
ing to get closer to you. May this Easter season find you 
and Our Lord getting to know one another in a whole new 
way. Happy Easter! 
 
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

607-734-6106
www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Investment Management • Tax Planning
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning
(607) 973-2665 

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 
www.elliottcs.com

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

	 Four Seasons Travel
	 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY

James J. Lynch II – Licensed Funeral Director
Heather Ann Lynch – Licensed Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated by James J. Lynch II

www.lynchsfuneralhome.com • jlynch4@stny.rr.com

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY
(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 
Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

Contact Chris Reeves
creeves@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x6206
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607-739-2035

365 E. Franklin St. | Horseheads, NY

Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director


