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Stewardship 
 

Weekly Contribution for week ending  3/15/2026 
Totaled……………………………………$7,050.50 
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IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 
Patricia Pasquale 
Diane Lepkowski 

WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
Tuesday, March 24 
 Diocesan Day of Penance & Mercy 
 11:30 a.m.—Sacrament of Penance—(until 2:00 p.m.) - 
 church 
 3:00 p.m.—Sacrament of Penance—(until 5:30 p.m.) - 
 church 
Thursday, March 26 
 7:00 p.m.—Adult Choir Rehearsal—Church 
Saturday, March 28 
 3:30 p.m.—Sacrament of Penance—Church 

2026 LENT/HOLY WEEK/ EASTER SCHEDULE 
 
DAILY MASSES 
 Monday thru Friday:  6:45 a.m. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 Wednesday, April 1, 2026 
 1:15 p.m.—Living Stations with St. Mary Our Mother 
 School 
 5:15 p.m.—Living Stations with St. Mary Our Mother 
 School 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 3:30 p.m.—Saturday, April 4 
 
PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
 Masses will follow the regular Sunday schedule 
 
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2026 
 9:00 a.m.—Morning Prayer—Chapel 
 7:00 p.m.—Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Last Supper 
 Ritual Washing of Feet at this liturgy 
 Adoration in Chapel until 9:30 p.m. 
  
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2026 
 9:00 A.M.—Morning Prayer—Chapel 
 3:00 p.m.—Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday 
 
HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2026 
 9:00 a.m.—Morning Prayer—Chapel 
 9:30 a.m.—Easter Vigil OCIA Rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m.—Easter Vigil Liturgy 
 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026 
   8:30 a.m.—Easter Liturgy 
 10:30 a.m.—Easter Liturgy 
 

CRS Lenten Prayer 

 

 

Faith, Explained! 
 

“Nobody reaches God’s presence until he has learned to 
believe that God exists, and that he rewards those who try 
to find him.” (Hebrews 11:6) 

So how do we learn to believe? Through the theological 
virtue of faith — which is “man’s response to God, who 
reveals himself and gives himself to man.” (CCC 26). 
Faith, then, is embarking on the journey to find God. By 
faith “‘man freely commits his entire self to God.’ For this 
reason, the believer seeks to know and do God's 
will.” (CCC 1814) 

But it is not enough for faith to simply be within us, as a lit 
match burns in a dark room. We are compelled to fan those 
flames. We must encourage them with the complementary 
virtues of hope and love, and we must ask the Holy Spirit 
for the gift of understanding so that our faith will grow and 
strengthen. 

Blessing for New Life 

God, in Your goodness, restore our hope. 

Where we feel imprisoned, break our chains. 

Where we feel discouraged, bring us light. 

Where the ground feels dry, 

break through with life anew. 

Amen. 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 

 Our parish bulletin, for the last few weeks have been 
printing information concerning the diocesan-wide “Day 
of Penance and Mercy,” this Tuesday, March 24th.  On 
this day, all parishes throughout the diocese will be “open 
for forgiveness,” affording people an opportunity to cele-
brate the Sacrament of Penance on an individual basis.  A 
priest will be available in church that day from 11:30 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., then again from 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  In 
recent years, there seems to be fewer people taking ad-
vantage of this sacrament, but I haven’t noticed an equal 
drop-off of sin. 
 
 The following may be a few reasons why people might 
be avoiding this sacrament, with some short responses 
added.  
 
Reason 1:  “I haven’t been to individual confession in 
years?  I don’t know what to do?”  No problem; just ask 
the priest to guide you through it. 
 
Reason 2:  “I prefer to confess my sins directly to God 
and be forgiven; I don’t need to go to confession.” Our 
sins not only offend God, but also disrupt our relationships 
with everyone else.  We need to be reconciled with God, 
the Church, and all people through this sacrament. 
 
Reason 3:  “I don’t know what to confess anymore!”  Do 
a quick examination of conscience, and ask yourself:  How 
holy and good are my relationships with God, myself, the 
people around me everyday and the wider world in which I 
live?  Be honest and thorough with yourself, and you will 
know what to confess. 
 
Reason 4:  I am embarrassed to mention my sins to anoth-
er person, to say nothing of a priest I may see at my par-
ish, school, and community events.”  Chances are pretty 
good the priest won’t remember what you confessed—
trust me on this!!  Please remember that the priest cannot 
say a word about it or let it color his thinking outside the 
confessional.  But there is something reassuring to have 
the personal assurance from a priest that God forgives you! 
 
Reason 5:  “I find myself confessing the same sins over 
and over again!”  Welcome to the human race!  That is 
why we need forgiveness over and over again.  It is also a 
reminder to us that God gives us mercy over and over 
again! 
 
Reason 6:  “I may need more than just a few minutes for 
spiritual direction about my sins.”  If this is the case, you 
can always make an appointment with a priest to discuss 
the state of your spiritual life.  The sacrament was never 
intended to be an opportunity for individual counseling 
and therapy. 
 
Reason 7:  “I am afraid of shocking the priest!”  Really?  
Try me! 
 
Reason 8:  “I am afraid that the priest will ask me to 
change my life.”  If there is something that is wrong in a 
person’s life, change will be needed.  The priest may make 

 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,   March 23—Lenten Weekday 
6:45 A.M.  Our Faithful Departed 
Tuesday,    March 24—Lenten Weekday 
 6:45 A.M.   Our Faithful Departed 
Wednesday, March 25—The Annunciation of the Lord 
6:45 A.M.  Living & deceased members of the 6:45  
    am mass family  
Thursday,  March 26—Lenten Weekday 
6:45 A.M.  Our Faithful Departed 
Friday,   March 27—Lenten Weekday 
6:45 A.M.  Our Faithful Departed     
Saturday,    March 28—Lenten Weekday 
5:00 P.M.  Roberta & Raymond Howard—the Ketch-
    um family 
Sunday,   March 29—Palm Sunday 
8:30 A.M.  Linda Burke—The Fairbrothers 
10:30 A.M.  Deceased members of the Stermer family
    —Family 
_______________________________________________ 
Pastor’s Perspective continued: 
 
Some suggestions to you, but it will be the Holy Spirit, not 
the priest, asking you to do so. 
 
 During our Parish Retreat in 2013, Father Simeon 
Gallagher, O.F.M., Cap., offered a very practical sum-
mary for a person preparing for the Sacrament of Penance.  
Father Gallagher’s approach included four steps:  Step 1:  
Name it; (name the sin); Step 2:  Claim it (admit/claim 
ownership of the sin);  Step 3:  Tame it (open yourself to 
God’s grace);  Step 4:  Aim it: (go forth living a life re-
newed). 
 
 I hope these insights are helpful as we prepare to cele-
brate the Diocese Day of Penance on Wednesday of this 
week. 
 
 Have a great fourth week of Lent.  See you in church! 
    
          Fr. L.   
   

5th Sunday of Lent 
 
Are you asleep? 
 
Today Jesus is called to the grave of a dear friend who had 
recently died. Martha cries out that if Jesus were closer, her 
brother Lazarus would not have died. 
 
Remember from the First Sunday in Lent that death and sin 
are connected and that life is seen as living a faith-filled 
life? That is what is happening in this Gospel. Living as a 
disciple of Christ can give us the ability for a life everlast-
ing in the presence of God. 
 
What in our lives needs to be uncovered, as Lazarus is un-
wrapped of his burial clothes and retuned to live with his 
loved ones? 
 
As we move closer to Easter Sunday, let us ask God to un-
wrap or unbind that which needs to be healed so that we 
may live a life that is pleasing to God. 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 
Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Coordinator 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 
Ms. Michelle Card, Business Manager 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................... (607)-739-3817 
Fax ............................................................. (607)-739-5628 
E-mail ...................................................... smomc@dor.org 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street ................................... (607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................... (607)-739-8214 

DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER 
PERMANENT DIACONATE 

 
The deacon is a man of faith, who is called from the 

 

    
 

Catholic Relief Services was started in 1943 by the bish-
ops of the United States to aid refugees and survivors of 
World War II.  Today it has expanded its mission to be-
come the official international agency of the Catholic 
Church. Today it sends trained, professional workers to 
over 100 countries across the globe. Their relief and de-
velopment programs address health, education, agriculture, 
emergency response services, microfinance of small busi-
nesses, and peacebuilding. Wherever CRS goes, it works 
to create a world in which people live as one human family. 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
The 2026 Mass Book is now open.  There are many dates 
for both Sunday and Weekday Masses that are available to 
be scheduled.  Please contact the parish office to schedule 
your Mass intentions for this year. 
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ST. MARY  OUR MOTHER SCHOOL: 

 
 Teacher Conference Day  

 
On Monday, March 23rd, our teachers will come together 
for a special Teacher Conference Day and Retreat, a time 
to reflect, collaborate, and grow as a team. The day will 
begin with a prayer service, grounding our work in faith 
and gratitude.  
 
Following the prayer, our teachers will participate in team
-building activities designed to strengthen community and 
collaboration within our school. There will also be dedi-
cated time to work in classrooms and collaborate on cur-
riculum planning, ensuring our students continue to re-
ceive the best possible learning experiences.  
 
After gathering for a shared lunch, our staff will head to 
the Food Bank of the Southern Tier to give back to the 
wider community through service. This special day bal-
ances reflection, professional growth, and community out-
reach, embodying the spirit of St. Mary Our Mother 
School.  
 
We are grateful for our dedicated teachers and the exam-
ple they set for our students through both learning and 
service.  
 
Blessings,  
 
 
Mrs. Heather Bill  
Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School  
 

FOLK GROUP 
 
An interest in starting up a folk group here at St. Mary Our 
Mother has been expressed by one of our parishioners who 
has a background playing bass with a folk group.  There 
would be a need for acoustic guitar players and willing 
singers in order to create this new ensemble.  If you are in-
terested, please call the parish office at 607-739-3817 and 
leave your name and phone number, or see Cathy Peckham 
after mass.  You will be contacted. 

ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS FUNDRAISER 
to benefit 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES SAMARITAN CENTER 
 

Tuesday, March 24  -  11:30AM—1PM 
Hosted by Notre Dame High School 

Tickets $35 or $50 with Commemorative bowl 
RSVP:  607-734-9784 (Catholic Charities) 

  
Samaritan Center provides a range of services (groceries, 
housing/heating fuel, health, & other needs) to residents 

throughout Chemung County. 

Lenten Blessing 
 

Bless us in Your mercy, Lord, as we enter these 40 Days of 
Lent. 
Use this time to call, anoint, bind, strengthen, and inspire us 
anew. 
Like a good shepherd, teach us Your voice, and give us the 
strength to follow. 
         Amen. 

NICKELS ADD UP 
 

Your clean deposit cans and bottles are worth five cents 
each to the Horseheads Food Pantry when you drop them 
off at our parish office.  If the office is closed, please leave 
the bag(s) on the front step under the overhang. 
 
The pantry uses the money to purchase the needed items 
when food donations fall short.  Social Ministry is collect-
ing these deposit containers, redeeming them, and sending 
the money on to the Food Pantry.  Consider joining the sev-
eral families who have been doing this for years.  It will 
give you a “feel good” feeling, knowing that you are help-
ing out our neighbors in need.  

 
Everyday Stewardship 

 
When I am driving throughout the United States, I enjoy 
seeing the billboards that dot the highways speaking for 
God. A couple of my favorites: "Life is short. Eternity is 
not. --God"; and "Let's meet at my house this Sunday, be-
fore the game. --God." God must have a pretty big advertis-
ing budget because he has billboards in pretty much every 
state! 
 
One billboard I saw read, "You asked God for a sign, and 
here it is!" After a chuckle, I realized that we are always 
looking for a sign. We say we believe, but sometimes, we 
act like we just want to be sure. 
 
In the Gospels, Jesus performs miracles and healings so 
that people would believe. The healing of Lazarus was 
surely a profound moment for all who were there. Jesus 
was able to show that he has power over even death itself, a 
foreshadowing to his resurrection that will occur in the not 
too distant future. For all who doubt, be assured that Jesus 
is the giver of life. He has given living water to the woman 
at the well, sight to the blind, and now has raised a man 
from the grave. 
 
As Easter draws ever closer, how many more signs do you 
need? What else can Jesus do to convince you that his call 
on your life comes from the source of all life? As the US 
Bishops' pastoral letter on stewardship lays out, we have 
been challenged, we are asked to choose, and then our lives 
will be transformed. May all the signs of God around us, 
even billboards on the side of the road, move us to choose a 
path of giving of ourselves like Jesus. 



COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

607-734-6106
www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Investment Management • Tax Planning
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning
(607) 973-2665 

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 
www.elliottcs.com

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

	 Four Seasons Travel
	 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY

James J. Lynch II – Licensed Funeral Director
Heather Ann Lynch – Licensed Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated by James J. Lynch II

www.lynchsfuneralhome.com • jlynch4@stny.rr.com

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY
(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 
Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

Contact Chris Reeves
creeves@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x6206
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607-739-2035

365 E. Franklin St. | Horseheads, NY

Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director


