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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
Tuesday, January 20 
 4:00 p.m.—Faith Formation Classes—School 
  
Saturday, January 24 
 3:30 p.m.—Sacrament of Penance—Church 
 
 
 
CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL: 
 
 As of 1/9/2026, 235 families have contributed 
$99,256.80, 101.28% to our parish goal of $98,000.00 to 
Catholic Ministries Appeal.  We thank those who have giv-
en generously and ask all who have not given to prayerfully 
consider doing so.  The CMA helps our Church and our 
parish in many ways.  Please consider all the ways that God 
has blessed you and your family, and how the Church has 
brought goodness into your lives. Join our appeal and give 
back what you can so that we remain strong and able to do 
God’s great work. 
 
 

VALENTINES FOR VETS 

We will once again be participating in the Valen-
tines for Vets program. 

   Valentines for Vets is a local project to support 
veterans at the Bath VA Medical Center.  The purpose 
of this project is to wish veterans a Happy Valentines 
Day and thank them for their service.  St. Mary Our 
Mother Social Ministry Committee has been involved 
in the project for many years. 

We ask that you create handmade cards or let-
ters, thanking our veterans for their service and wish-
ing them a Happy Valentines Day.  Please use the sal-
utation, “Dear Veteran” or “Thank you, Veteran” and 
do not include last names or personal photos. 

A red box has been placed on the table across 
from the bulletin board to collect valentines.  Cards 
should not be in envelopes and are hand delivered to 
the veterans. 

Sample cards and any additional information are 
attached to the box. 

     Thank you! 
 

 
FLOWER DONATIONS 

Our Main Altar Arrangement for the Week of  
January 18-24, 2026 

 
Donated in loving memory of Raymond Sherwood, by 

his wife, Deloris, Frances, and the Alsworths. 
 

 

Parish Offices Closed 
 
The parish offices will be closed on Monday, Janu-
ary 19th in observance of the Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend.  The offices will 
re-open on Tuesday, January 20th at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Blessing of the Beloved 

Dear God, 

Bless and anoint us today.  
You are our Father and guide. 

Remind us of our identity in You: 
loved, called, and equipped for mission. 

Bless us as we journey, giving us strength for each day and 
grace in each step. 

Amen. 

IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

Anna Greenmun 
Kevin Bremer 
Joseph Pronti 

Barbara Tighe Skorczewski 
Bryan Takacs 

Walter Madison 

 
ALTAR MEMORIALS 

 
The Eucharistic hosts, Sacramental Wine and the 
Icon Candle for the week of January 18-24, 2026  

 
Donated in loving memory of Raymond Sherwood, by 

his wife, Deloris, Frances and the Alsworths. 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 

 Wednesday of this week is Ash Wednesday,  the be-
ginning of  the season of Lent.  This season is a sacred 
time for all Christians, leading to the celebration of Easter.  
For those preparing to celebrate the sacraments of Chris-
tian Initiation at Easter as well as those preparing to be 
received into full communion in the Church, Lent is a time 
of prayer and preparation for those sacraments.  For those 
who regularly participate in the life of the Church, the sea-
son of Lent offers us an opportunity to embrace the Lenten 
disciples of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, so that we can 
recommit ourselves to living fully our baptismal promises 
which we will renew on Easter Sunday.  For those who 
have been away from the Church for whatever reason, 
Lent is a time to reconsider renewing that relationship 
once again.  Most of us know someone who is in this latter 
category, so please offer a word of encouragement, invita-
tion, and welcome to our parish.  A great deal has been 
written about the “New Evangelization” that is needed in 
today’s church.  The process of Evangelization begins with 
a word of encouragement and welcome.  Wherever you 
find yourself in your Faith journey, please use Lent 2025 
as a time of spiritual growth and renewal.  

 Today’s bulletin provides information on Lenten op-
portunities available to you at St. Mary Our Mother, as 
well as a Lenten calendar for your use at home. 

 For the past years, we have offered publications for 
your spiritual growth through the Lenten season.  Two of 
these you are familiar with.  The first is “The Word 
Among Us,” which offers a complete liturgical guide for 
the Lenten season, including scripture readings, Mass 
texts, and meditations.  The second publication is “The 
Little Black Book for Lent,” which offers unique readings, 
meditations, and reflections for each day of Lent.  There is 
also a children’s version of this book entitled “The little 
Purple Book for Lent,” which will be distributed to our 
children in both our school and faith formation programs.  
There book will be available on the table in the Vestibule. 

 A traditional devotion in the Church during the Lenten 
season is the public praying of the Stations of the Cross.  
We will publicly pray the Stations each Friday at 5:15 p.m. 
in the chapel.  I invite you and your family to join us for 
this Lenten devotion.  We also  have a long standing prac-
tice of the sixth grade students from St. Mary Our Mother 
School taking the leadership roles in offering a rendition of 
the “Living Stations of the Cross.”  the Living Stations 
will be offered on Wednesday, April 9th at 1:15 and 5:15 
p.m. in the church.  The Living Stations will replace the 
Stations of Friday for that week only. 

  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,  January 19 
6:45 A.M.   For the Faithfully Departed   
Tuesday,  January 20 
 6:45 A.M.    Living & Deceased Members of the  
     6:45 a.m. mass family  
Wednesday, January 21 
6:45 A.M.   For the Faithfully Departed  
Thursday,  January 22 
6:45 A.M.   For the Faithfully Departed 
Friday,  January 23 
6:45 A.M.   For the Faithfully Departed       
Saturday,  January 24 
5:00 P.M.   Jeanne Carney by Bob & Judi   
     Pichette         
Sunday,  January 25  
8:30 A.M.   Nicholas Frankie by Ellie Gough  
10:30 A.M.   Mary Ann Poland by the Scarselletta’s 
 
Pastor’s Perspective continued: 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 This is the season for graduations!  Many of the col-
leges and universities have already held their commence-
ment exercises in late April, May, and early in the month 
of June.  This past Wednesday, we held the Sixth Grade 
Celebration for Saint Mary Our Mother School in 
church, and last Friday, the 2025 graduating class from 
Notre Dame High School held their commencement 
exercises.  The senior class from Horseheads High 
School will hold their graduation ceremonies on 
Wednesday, June 25th.  The graduating classes from 
Elmira High School, Thomas A. Edison, Odessa-
Montour, and the Corning/Painted Post Schools, will be 
holding their commencement exercises as well.  We offer 
all graduates, whether they be from colleges, universities, 
high school, middle, and elementary schools, our con-
gratulations and best wishes!  As members of our parish 
community, we are proud of you and grateful for the love 
and support your parents, families, and church communi-
ty have given you. 
 
 This is also the time of year when those who serve in 
leadership positions of the Church are celebrating anni-
versaries of their service to the People of God.   In the 
May issue to the Catholic Courier, many priests and dea-
cons were listed.  Among them were a number of these 
jubilarians with connections to our local community.  
Among them are Father Walter L. Wainwright,  retired 
pastor of the former Blessed Sacrament Parish in Elmira. 
Father Wainwright is celebrating his sixteenth year of 
ordination to the priesthood.  Father Wainwright served 
as pastor of the combined parishes of St. Anthony/St. 
Patrick/Ss. Peter & Paul, from 2000-2009.  Father con-
tinues to live in Elmira and occasionally assists at the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus parish in Elmira.  His class-
mate, Father Daniel F. Holland is also celebrating sixty 
years as a priest.  Father Holland served as pastor of St. 
Patrick in Elmira from 1979 to 1992, during which time 
the interior of the church was extensively renovated.  I 
had the pleasure of serving with Father Holland from 
1982 to 1987.  Father Holland resides at the St. Ann 
Community in Rocester, and continues to offer pastoral 
assistance at St. An.  The other priest marking sixty years 
of ordained service is  Father John T. Reif, pastor emer-
itus of St. of St. Rita parish in Webster.  Fathers Wain-
wright, Holland, and Reif were ordained by Bishop 
James E. Kearney on June 5, 1965, a Sacred Heart  Ca-
thedral in Rochester.  Father William F. Laird, who 
served here at St. Mary Our Mother with Father O’Brien 
from 1981-1983, is celebrating his fiftieth anniversary.  
Father Laird was ordained by Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
on May 2, 1975, at the church of the blessed Sacrament 
in Rochester. Father Laird has served as the Officialis of 
the Diocesan Tribunal, and is currently the pastor of St. 
Matthew parish in Livonia, and St. Mary Parish in Ho-
neoye.  Other priests celebrating fifty years of ordained 
service include Father Stephen R. Kraus, Father Au-
gust Deasio, and Father Theodore J. Auble.   
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Ever since his death, we are reminded of the 

legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Dr. King stood for the equality of all people, especial-
ly speaking of his "dream" when all would sit at one 
table, when all would be able to ride the same bus, 
when all would be looked upon and identified by their 
gifts and talents and not by the color of their skin. His 
tragic and violent death, like modern day terrorism, 
violence, and war are hard reminders that human na-
ture can act in terrible and tragic ways. Dr. King's 
death, as well as any act of terrorism, violence or 
war, are sobering reminders that we have yet to 
achieve Dr, King's dream. Recalling the life of Dr. 
King each year affords us an opportunity to address 
any personal prejudice that we might have, and to 
recognize the common integrity of every human per-
son. 

 

 

 

Since the days of the Second Vatican Council, the 
Church has set aside eight days in 

time when we 
acknowledge our common bonds with our Christian 
sisters and brothers, as well as people of all faith tradi-
tions. We worship a common God: we find our religious 
foundations in common traditions. For the most part, 
we utilize the same scriptures for our prayer, worship, 
and faith formation. For many, our ritual of worship is 
somewhat similar, often using the same hymns and 
prayers. This annual week of prayer for Christian Unity 
is our commitment to our Lord's prayer at the Last Sup-
per, "that all may be one." (John 17:21) Since the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, which issued its own decree on 
Ecumenism, we have come to realize that our unity can 
be expressed in a variety of ways. An example of this 
locally is the annual Service of Lessons 

 
 

Is there a common bond which unites the violence in 
our world, to the observance of the Dr. Mairtin Luther 
King, Jr. holiday, to a greater awareness and respect for 
human life from the 

 
 

 
 

Fr. L. 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 
Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Coordinator 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 
Ms. Michelle Card, Business Manager 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 
816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 
Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 
E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 
816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 
 

Peace, Explained!  

Peace. There may be no other word in the English lan-
guage, writes Msgr. Stuart Swetland in Catholic Answers, 
“more susceptible to sloganeering, and thus misunder-
standing.” But what is peace, in the context of Catholic 
virtue? 

The peace of God, writes Paul in his Letter to the Philip-
pians, “surpasses all understanding.” (Phil. 4:7) Peace is 
both a fruit of charity (CCC 1829) and a fruit of the Spirit 
(CCC 1832). Our modern Catholic understanding of 
peace is derived from the Hebrew concept of shalom, or 
wholeness, and it refers not just to an absence of violence 
(mandated by the fifth commandment) but to a personal 
reconciliation with one’s Creator. Peace is a spiritual ef-
fect of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (CCC 1496). 

Our search for interior peace in our hearts parallels the 
historic struggle of mankind to realize peace in the world 
by practicing justice. “When we hear the Gospel, dear 
brothers and sisters,” said Pope Benedict, “we learn to 
build peace on the truth of a daily life inspired by the 
commandment of love.” 

 
Play That One Again 

 
How many times have you sung the church song, “Here I 
Am, Lord”? If you grew up Catholic and are around my 
age (still 50!), the answer is more than you can count. 
The song that quotes various verses of Scripture is sung 
using guitar, piano, or organ, by cantors and choirs, in 
traditional and modern churches. It is truly a Catholic 
greatest hit of the modern Church. The question is how 
many times when singing the refrain have you really tak-
en to heart what you were singing. 
 
“Here I am, Lord; is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling 
in the night.” Like the biblical figure Samuel, we are re-
sponding to the call of God by asking for clarification 
that we are indeed the one being called. We then follow 
up the question with a profound statement: “I will go if 
You lead me.” It is profound because we are pledging to 
our God that we are willing to go wherever He wants. We 
are accepting the challenge put forth in the U.S. Bishops’ 
pastoral letter, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” to 
become mature disciples who respond to the call of Jesus 
Christ regardless of the cost. We have sung this pledge 
repeatedly for many years.  
 
We never have any idea what God will call us to do and 
where to go. Sometimes the request can ask us for quite a 
lot. Hopefully, we respond like a mature disciple. If not, 
maybe we should reflect more the next time this song is 
played. The melody will not allow for the words, “I will 
see if I am busy and then decide to go if you lead me.” 
Then again, I don’t want to sing that to God, the source of 
all life anyway. Do you? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

  New Bishop Announced 

 

 

 

 

Bishop John S. Bonnici, currently an auxiliary bishop of 
the Archdiocese of New York, has been named by Pope 
Leo XIV as the 10th bishop of the Diocese of Rochester. 
His installation is scheduled for March 19, 2026, on the 
feast of St. Joseph. 

He will succeed Bishop Salvatore R. Matano, whose resig-
nation has been accepted by Pope Leo. Bishop Matano, has 
led the Rochester Diocese since 2014. Bishop Matano is 
serving as diocesan apostolic administrator until Bishop 
Bonnici’s installation. 

Bishop Bonnici’s appointment and Bishop Matano’s resig-
nation were announced Jan. 7 by Cardinal Christophe 
Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the United States. 
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ST. MARY  OUR MOTHER SCHOOL: 

 
Celebrating Academic Excellence at St. Mary 
Our Mother School 
At St. Mary Our Mother School, we are proud to 
share encouraging news regarding our recent New 
York State assessment results in English Lan-
guage Arts and Mathematics. These results reflect 
the hard work, dedication, and commitment of our 
students, teachers, and families. 
 
The accompanying graphs illustrate how our stu-
dents performed compared to other area schools 
and statewide averages. We are especially proud 
to report that St. Mary Our Mother School sur-
passed many neighboring schools in both ELA and 
Math proficiency. These outcomes speak to the 
strength of our academic program, the individual-
ized attention our students receive, and the sup-
portive learning environment rooted in faith. 
 
While strong test results are something to cele-
brate, they represent more than numbers. They 
are a reflection of our mission to educate the whole 
child—mind, heart, and spirit—while fostering a 
love of learning, critical thinking, and persever-
ance. Our faculty works tirelessly to meet students 
where they are, challenge them to grow, and sup-
port them every step of the way. 
 
We are deeply grateful for the partnership of our 
families and parish community, whose support 
makes this success possible. Together, we continue 
to prepare our students not only for academic 
achievement, but for lives of faith, service, and 
leadership. 
 
We are proud of our students and thankful for the 
many blessings that make St. Mary Our Mother 
School such a special place to learn and grow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cont. next column 

 

With gratitude,  
 

Mrs. Heather Bill 
Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School 

Instruction on Receiving Communion 

Question: 

How many times a day can a person receive communion? 

Answer: 

To find an answer to this question, we need to turn to the 
Church’s Code of Canon Law. Here we read, “One who 
has received the blessed Eucharist may receive it again on 
the same day only within a Eucharistic celebration in which 
that person participates …” (no. 917). This tells us that the 
standard answer would be that we can receive communion 
twice in a day. 

Having said that, we also want to be sure that we pay atten-
tion to the entire instruction. The phrase “within a Eucha-
ristic celebration in which that person participates” is im-
portant. It means a) that we always have to think of receiv-
ing communion as being within a celebration of the Mass 
and b) we have to be participants in that celebration – we 
can’t simply show up “in time” for communion. 

So, when would this rule apply? 

For example, if you attend Mass on a Saturday morning 
and then take part in the Sunday Vigil Mass on Saturday 
evening, you could licitly receive communion at both cele-
brations. Or, another example, if you receive communion at 
a wedding or funeral Mass, you could also receive com-
munion at a daily Mass or Sunday Vigil celebrated on the 
same day. We always want to be sure that we observe the 
rules for fasting from food and drink before receiving the 
eucharist (see Code of Canon Law, no. 919). 

We should also remember that the Code of Canon Law in-
structs that anyone who is in danger of death or seriously ill 
may also receive communion a second time (no. 91, §2). 
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm

739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience

Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´

130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-32331
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607-734-6106

www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490

(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY

Kevin R. Sullivan

Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 

Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certi�ed Auctioneer 

Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!

www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Investment Management • Tax Planning

Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning

(607) 973-2665 
www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677

Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000
Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 

www.elliottcs.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

	 Four Seasons Travel
	 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY

James J. Lynch II – Licensed Funeral Director
Heather Ann Lynch – Licensed Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated by James J. Lynch II

www.lynchsfuneralhome.com • jlynch4@stny.rr.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY

(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 

Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!


