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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 

Tuesday, December 16th 

 4:00 p.m. Faith Formation classes—school 
 
Wednesday, December 17th 
 6:30 p.m. St. Mary Our Mother School Christmas   
       Program—church 
 
Thursday, December 18th 
 9:00 a.m. — St. Mary Our Mother School Christmas 
 Program—church 

 7:00 p.m.—Adult Choir Rehearsal—church 

 

Saturday, December 20th 
 3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church 

 

 
 
MEMORIALS: 
 
  The Eucharistic Breads or Hosts for the week of Dec. 
14—20 have been donated in memory of Josephine & 
Henry Ryan by Mary & Jim Carr. 
 

 

 The Votive light before the Icon is burning for the 
week of December 14—20, 2025 in memory of Josephine 
and Henry Ryan by Mary and Jim Carr 
      
 
 
 
IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST   

 
  
 
  

 

 Susan Carne 

 Tony Worth  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOLK GROUP 
 An interest in starting up a folk group here at St. 
Mary Our Mother has been expressed by one of our pa-
rishioners who has a background playing bass with a folk 
group.  There would be a need for acoustic guitar players 
and willing singers in order to create this new ensemble.  
If you are interested, please call the parish office at 607-

739-3817 and leave your name and phone number, or see 
Cathy Peckham after mass.  You will be contacted. 

   ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:30 p.m. 
 

SAINT MARY OUR MOTHER SCHOOL  
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
  6:30 p.m. —Wednesday, December 17th 

  9:00 a.m.— Thursday, December 18th 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT MASSES 
Saturday, December 20 
   5:00 p.m.— Mass —Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 21  

  8:30 a.m.—Mass— Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  10:30 a.m.—Mass—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
  3:00 p.m. —Christmas Family Mass    

  5:00 p.m.—Christmas Mass 

  9:30 p.m.—Adult Choral Concert 
      10:00 p.m.—Christmas Mass During the Night 
     (formerly known as “Midnight Mass”) 
 

Thursday, December 25, 2025 
   9:00 a.m.—Christmas Mass 

 
  Blessing of Christmas gifts at the Christmas  
  morning Mass. 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 

 Wednesday of this week is Ash Wednesday,  the be-
ginning of  the season of Lent.  This season is a sacred 
time for all Christians, leading to the celebration of Easter.  
For those preparing to celebrate the sacraments of Chris-
tian Initiation at Easter as well as those preparing to be 
received into full communion in the Church, Lent is a time 
of prayer and preparation for those sacraments.  For those 
who regularly participate in the life of the Church, the sea-
son of Lent offers us an opportunity to embrace the Lenten 
disciples of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, so that we can 
recommit ourselves to living fully our baptismal promises 
which we will renew on Easter Sunday.  For those who 
have been away from the Church for whatever reason, 
Lent is a time to reconsider renewing that relationship 
once again.  Most of us know someone who is in this latter 
category, so please offer a word of encouragement, invita-
tion, and welcome to our parish.  A great deal has been 
written about the “New Evangelization” that is needed in 
today’s church.  The process of Evangelization begins with 
a word of encouragement and welcome.  Wherever you 
find yourself in your Faith journey, please use Lent 2025 
as a time of spiritual growth and renewal.  

 Today’s bulletin provides information on Lenten op-
portunities available to you at St. Mary Our Mother, as 
well as a Lenten calendar for your use at home. 

 For the past years, we have offered publications for 
your spiritual growth through the Lenten season.  Two of 
these you are familiar with.  The first is “The Word 
Among Us,” which offers a complete liturgical guide for 
the Lenten season, including scripture readings, Mass 
texts, and meditations.  The second publication is “The 
Little Black Book for Lent,” which offers unique readings, 
meditations, and reflections for each day of Lent.  There is 
also a children’s version of this book entitled “The little 
Purple Book for Lent,” which will be distributed to our 
children in both our school and faith formation programs.  
There book will be available on the table in the Vestibule. 

 A traditional devotion in the Church during the Lenten 
season is the public praying of the Stations of the Cross.  
We will publicly pray the Stations each Friday at 5:15 p.m. 
in the chapel.  I invite you and your family to join us for 
this Lenten devotion.  We also  have a long standing prac-
tice of the sixth grade students from St. Mary Our Mother 
School taking the leadership roles in offering a rendition of 
the “Living Stations of the Cross.”  the Living Stations 
will be offered on Wednesday, April 9th at 1:15 and 5:15 
p.m. in the church.  The Living Stations will replace the 
Stations of Friday for that week only. 

  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 

 

Monday,    December  15—Advent Weekday 

6:45 A.M.     Suzanne Kordyl—Mom, Jack, Chris, 
     and family 

Tuesday,     December 16—Advent Weekday 

 6:45 A.M.     Faithful Departed       
Wednesday,  December 17—Advent Weekday 

6:45 A.M.    Living & deceased Amisano &   
     Lanahan famlies 

Thursday,   December 18—Advent Weekday 

6:45  A.M.     Faithful departed 

Friday,   December 19—Advent Weekday 

6:45 A.M.    Faithful departed 

 Saturday,   December 20—Fourth Sunday of  
     Advent 
5:00 P.M.      Warren Woodard—daughter, Evelyn 
       & family 

Sunday,   December 21—Fourth Sunday of  
     Advent 
8:30 A.M.    Deceased Curtin family 

10:30 A.M.    Phillip Amisano—his family 

 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION -  

When I was 11, I was riding my bike on a Friday night in 
Scottsdale, Arizona. I saw giant spotlights swirling in the 
sky. Something amazing had to be happening. I pedaled 
after them with excitement. Sweaty and tired, I arrived, 
only to find a used car lot. Bright lights, flapping banners, 
inflatable balloon men swaying wildly in the wind. I stood 
there, heart sinking. All that spectacle, and all my effort … 
for this? 

As life proceeds, we learn what it is like to pursue promis-
ing but fruitless searches. This week we hear Jesus ask the 
crowds regarding John the Baptist: “What did you go out to 
the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?” (Matthew 
11:7). He’s not just describing the crowd’s mis-aimed pur-
suit. He’s naming our tendency to chase after what’s flashy 
but flimsy. 

What are our swaying reeds? For me, it is endless video 
reels on my phone, worldly pleasures, entertainment in 
sports, and the good opinion of others, inflated distractions 
that bend whichever way the wind blows. But they can’t 
satisfy my soul. What are your flimsy reeds? 

John the Baptist wasn’t a swaying reed. He was rooted, 
grounded, unafraid to speak the solid truth. The people 
went to see him because, deep down, they were starving for 
something real. 

This Advent, the Church asks us to reassess: What are we 
really looking for? Christ? 

 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 This is the season for graduations!  Many of the col-
leges and universities have already held their commence-
ment exercises in late April, May, and early in the month 
of June.  This past Wednesday, we held the Sixth Grade 
Celebration for Saint Mary Our Mother School in 
church, and last Friday, the 2025 graduating class from 
Notre Dame High School held their commencement 
exercises.  The senior class from Horseheads High 
School will hold their graduation ceremonies on 
Wednesday, June 25th.  The graduating classes from 
Elmira High School, Thomas A. Edison, Odessa-

Montour, and the Corning/Painted Post Schools, will be 
holding their commencement exercises as well.  We offer 
all graduates, whether they be from colleges, universities, 
high school, middle, and elementary schools, our con-
gratulations and best wishes!  As members of our parish 
community, we are proud of you and grateful for the love 
and support your parents, families, and church communi-
ty have given you. 
 

 This is also the time of year when those who serve in 
leadership positions of the Church are celebrating anni-
versaries of their service to the People of God.   In the 
May issue to the Catholic Courier, many priests and dea-
cons were listed.  Among them were a number of these 
jubilarians with connections to our local community.  
Among them are Father Walter L. Wainwright,  retired 
pastor of the former Blessed Sacrament Parish in Elmira. 
Father Wainwright is celebrating his sixteenth year of 
ordination to the priesthood.  Father Wainwright served 
as pastor of the combined parishes of St. Anthony/St. 
Patrick/Ss. Peter & Paul, from 2000-2009.  Father con-
tinues to live in Elmira and occasionally assists at the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus parish in Elmira.  His class-
mate, Father Daniel F. Holland is also celebrating sixty 
years as a priest.  Father Holland served as pastor of St. 
Patrick in Elmira from 1979 to 1992, during which time 
the interior of the church was extensively renovated.  I 
had the pleasure of serving with Father Holland from 
1982 to 1987.  Father Holland resides at the St. Ann 
Community in Rocester, and continues to offer pastoral 
assistance at St. An.  The other priest marking sixty years 
of ordained service is  Father John T. Reif, pastor emer-
itus of St. of St. Rita parish in Webster.  Fathers Wain-
wright, Holland, and Reif were ordained by Bishop 
James E. Kearney on June 5, 1965, a Sacred Heart  Ca-
thedral in Rochester.  Father William F. Laird, who 
served here at St. Mary Our Mother with Father O’Brien 
from 1981-1983, is celebrating his fiftieth anniversary.  
Father Laird was ordained by Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
on May 2, 1975, at the church of the blessed Sacrament 
in Rochester. Father Laird has served as the Officialis of 
the Diocesan Tribunal, and is currently the pastor of St. 
Matthew parish in Livonia, and St. Mary Parish in Ho-
neoye.  Other priests celebrating fifty years of ordained 
service include Father Stephen R. Kraus, Father Au-
gust Deasio, and Father Theodore J. Auble.   
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 

 Today we arrive at the Third Sunday of Advent, often 
times referred to as Gaudete, or Rejoice Sunday.  Arriv-
ing at this mid –point of Advent reminds us of the two-

fold nature of the Advent season as a time of the already 
experienced and the yet to be experienced of God coming 
among us.  There is still enough time of Advent to rejoice 
as we continue our preparations for Christmas.   
 

 The month of December can be a very busy and hec-
tic time of the year as we find ourselves in the throes of 
Christmas preparation.  This busyness can cause us to 
lose sight of the spiritual importance of the Advent/
Christmas season.  Each December, the International 
Catholic Stewardship Council offers suggestions that can 
help us to keep Christ in Christmas.  You may already 
find yourself doing some of these suggestions: 
 

Give God a very special gift this year: Let this gift be 
something personal that no one else needs to know about, 
and let it be a sacrifice.  Perhaps your gift will be to com-
mit more time with God daily or a habit you know you 
should give up.  Why wait for a New Year’s resolution?  
Start Now! 
 

Celebrate the Advent season: Light the Advent wreath 
candles each evening before dinner.  If you have children, 
let them offer their own prayers to the Christ child for 
whom we are waiting. 
 

Read the Christmas story in the Gospel of Luke 1: 5-

56 through 2: 1-20:  Consider reading this account with 
your family and discussing it together. 
 

Put a creche in your home:  Consider having one set 
that is “child-proof” which your children are allowed to 
handle.  Children love to make the Nativity story their 
own, and they especially love angels! 
 

Plan a project to help someone at Christmas:  Identify 
someone with a genuine need, involve your whole family 
and see how happy you can make someone this Christ-
mas.  Many of you did this through our parish’s Christ-
mas Caring efforts.  If you didn’t, there is still time.  
Make sure that your children are involved to make them 
aware of the needs of our greater community. 
 

Give a surprise gift of service to each member of your 
family:  The idea of giving an unexpected gift of service 
to members of your family reveals your own love and con-
cern for them.  You might consider giving your spouse a 
day away, running an errand for your brother, or clean-
ing out your closet for your mother.  Make it personal and 
meaningful! 
 

Continued on page 4 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Coordinator 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 

Michelle Card, Business Manager 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 

Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 

E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 

Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 

St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 

E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 

School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 

 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE continued: 
 

 

 Send Christmas cards and thank you notes that 
convey a spiritual message:  This is an easy way to share 
your faith during the Advent season.  Don’t just sign your 
name, but include a special message with each card.  Set 
aside time after Christmas to write thank you notes and 
help your children write thank you notes for the gifts they 
receive.  This is a wonderful habit for a lifetime, and a 
good way to foster gratitude for all gifts. 
 
 Write a Christmas letter to someone who is away 
from home for Christmas, someone in the military or 
someone working or ministering in a foreign land.  It 
has been said that receiving a letter when you are far 
away from home is like opening a  priceless gift on Christ-
mas morning, no matter what day of the year!  Many peo-
ple are unable to travel home for the holidays, so it can be 
a very lonely time for them.  Write a special Christmas 
letter to someone of your choice.. 
 
 Enjoy an eco-friendly Christmas:  Christmas is a 
time when a large number of people enjoy excess and ex-
travagance, but the environmental cost can be quite dra-
matic.  Arguably,  million miles of nonrecyclable wrapping 
paper  is thrown into the trash each yar.  Look for simple 
ways to cut down on the waste over this festive period.  
Where possible, use recyclable gift wrap. 
 
And most importantly… 

 

 Attend Christmas Mass together with your family.   
Make Christmas Mass an important part of your family’s 
Christmas celebration.  It is a wonderful way of “keeping 
Christ in Christmas!  If you haven't been to Mass in some-
time , Christmas might be a good time to start attending 
Mass again on a  regular basis. You are always welcome!  
If you are alone this Christmas, or you don’t have family 
near you, invite a friend or neighbor to join us at the 
Christmas Mass.   
 
 Have a great Third Week Of Advent.  Please continue 
to take care of yourself and each other! 
 

        Fr. L 

 

  

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL: 
 

 As of 11/24/2025, 171 families have contributed 
$65,754.00, 67.10% to our parish goal of $98,000.00 to 
Catholic Ministries Appeal.  We thank those who have 
given generously and ask all who have not given to prayer-
fully consider doing so.  The CMA helps our Church and 
our parish in many ways.  Please consider all the ways that 
God has blessed you and your family, and how the Church 
has brought goodness into your lives. Join our appeal and 
give back what you can so that we remain strong and able 
to do God’s great work. 
 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -  Facebook, Twitter, and 
other forms of social media can be powerful tools of com-
munication. They allow people to stay in touch. They pro-
vide an avenue for fresh ideas. People can be engaged in 
conversations and be exposed to issues of the day in ways 
few could have dreamed of just a few decades ago. But 
social media can also give the false sense of really knowing 
someone, when only the surface has been scratched about 
who a person is in reality. You don't really know some-
one just because you know a lot about him or her and are 
linked to a profile online. Unfortunately, people develop 
emotional attachments to the idea of a person all the time. 
If they do find themselves fortunate enough to meet the 
person face-to-face one day, they can often find out they 
never really knew the person in the first place. There are 
people who believe they know Jesus so very well. They 
can readily share their view of what Jesus would do or 
wouldn't do in a given situation. They own items like 
crosses and Bibles that seem to provide evidence of this 
person they know so well. Sometimes, they even strongly 
admonish others because their view of Jesus is certainly 
not in line with their own,.but in Luke 13, Jesus speaks 
about those who claim to know him, but they really do not 
belong to him at all. They make claims based upon what 
they have seen and heard, but they have never allowed Je-
sus to truly change them. They are like Facebook follow-
ers; seemingly close, but with no real relationship at all. 
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 ST. MARY  OUR MOTHER SCHOOL: 
 

 St. Mary Our Mother School warmly invites our par-
ish community to join us for our annual Christmas Pro-
gram on Wednesday, December 17th at 6:30 p.m.  This 
beloved tradition brings together students from prek 3 
through 6th grade, filling the church with music, joy, 
and the true spirit of the season. 
 

 This  year’s performance, titled Just Believe, high-
lights the talents of our 6th grade students, who take on 
the lead roles in the production. The remaining grade lev-
els come together as our angelic choir, offering beautiful 
voices and heartfelt songs that remind us of the wonder 
and hope of Christmas. 
 
 The program is led by our dedicated music teacher, 
Mrs. Katy Piet, and 6th grade teacher, Mrs. Colleen 
Meehan, whose creativity and guidance help make this 
cherished event possible each year. If you are unable to 
attend the evening performance, we will offer a morning 
reprise on Thursday, December 18th at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 This is a joyful celebration that is sure to lift your spir-
its, strengthen our sense of community, and prepare our 
hearts for the coming of Christ.  All are welcome! 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Mrs. Heather Bill 
Principal, St. Mary our Mother School 
 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARING PROGRAM: 

  As the Christmas season of giving and caring ap-
proaches, the Social Ministry committee invites you to par-
ticipate in our Christmas Caring Program.  As in the past 
years, we will be doing this in partnership with the Horse-
heads Food Pantry, which supplies food assistance to needy 
families in Chemung County .  This year, as well as in past 
years, our school children and their families will be assist-
ing us with food collection. 

 We invite you to participate in this local outreach in one 
or more of the following ways: 

 Making a monetary donation so the pantry can supply 
meat and fresh food for the Christmas meal and the holiday 
week.  Envelopes are  provided for this purpose on the ta-
bles near the doors of the church.  The special envelopes 
can then be placed in the regular collection baskets or 
brought to the parish office. 

 Increasing our donations of canned and dried food 
to the vestibule food cart so the pantry clients have healthy 
and adequate food for the Christmas holidays. 

 Bringing a Christmas ornament that you offer to a 
needy family.  You would hang the ornament on our 
Christmas Caring tree in the back of the church.  The orna-
ments  will be taken each week to the pantry so the families 
and children can choose an ornament as a reminder of our 
care for them. 

 Purchasing a book for a child (toddler through 
grade 5).  Books should be placed in the bookbag by the 
wall near the trees or in the bag in the vestibule of the 
church. 

 This program kicked off on November 22-23. Dona-
tions envelopes are available in the vestibule, and the 
Christmas Caring tree is standing proudly in the back of the 
church awaiting your ornaments.  The program will con-
clude  this weekend. 

 In this time when so many families are facing financial 
insecurity, please join us in spreading joy and showing love 
and concern for our neighbors in need.  We thank you for 
your consideration. 



	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads	 06-0149

COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm

739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience

Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´

130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-32331

0
5
8
3

607-734-6106

www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490

(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY

Kevin R. Sullivan

Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 

Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certi�ed Auctioneer 

Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!

www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Investment Management • Tax Planning

Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning

(607) 973-2665 
www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677

Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000
Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY

(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 

Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 

www.elliottcs.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

	 Four Seasons Travel
	 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY

James J. Lynch II – Licensed Funeral Director
Heather Ann Lynch – Licensed Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated by James J. Lynch II

www.lynchsfuneralhome.com • jlynch4@stny.rr.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460


