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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
Monday, October 13 
 Columbus Day Holiday 
 parish offices closed 
 
Tuesday, October 14  
 4:00 p.m.—Faith Formation classes—school 
 7:00 p.m.—Wounded Healers Bereavement Support 
 Group—school 
 

Thursday, October 16  
 7:00 p.m.—Adult Choir rehearsal—church 

 

Saturday, October 18  
 3:30 p.m.—Sacrament of Penance —Church  
 

Sunday, October 19 
 Collection for World Mission Sunday 
   
 
Memorials:   
 
 The main altar arrangement for October 12—18 has 
been donated in loving memory of Judi Lynch by her hus-
band, Ben. 
 
 

   
  The Eucharistic Hosts and Sacramental Wine for Octo-
ber 12—18, 2025 have been donated in loving memory of 
Judi Lynch by her children and grandchildren.   
 
 
  
 In The Peace of Christ: 
 
 Joseph Coletta 

 Ann Tarbell Fort 
 Marilyn Goff 
 

  
  
 
 
 
CEMETERY CLEAN UP. 
 
 Please remove all spring and summer decorations and 
flowers from the cemetery by Sunday, November 2nd.  
Holiday decorations are allowed from November 15th. 
through March 1st.  Spring and summer decorations/
flowers are allowed from March 15th. through November 
1st.  Any items you do not wish to be discarded should be    
REMOVED by November 5th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK:  St. Mary 
Our Mother School: 
 

 Last Friday, October 10th, our classroom teachers 
and specials teachers traveled to Rochester to take part in 
the annual Diocese of Rochester Teacher Conference 
Day.  This gathering brought together Catholic school 
educators from across the diocese for a full day of profes-
sional development, reflection, and fellowship.   
 

 The day was filled with opportunities to learn from 
dynamic speakers, attend meaningful workshops, and 
share best practices with colleagues.  Topics ranged from 
strengthening instructional practices and integrating faith 
into the classroom, to building a culture of respect and 
collaboration among students and staff. 
 

 Equally valuable was the chance for our teachers to 
come together with fellow Catholic educators who share 
the same mission: to form and inspire students both aca-
demically and spiritually.  The sense of community and 
shared purpose was uplifting and encouraging, reminding 
all of us that we are part of something much bigger—
working together to build strong Catholic schools across 
the Diocese of Rochester. 
 

 We are grateful to our teachers for their dedication, 
their willingness to grow as professionals, and their com-
mitment to bring back new ideas and energy to St. Mary 
our Mother School.  Days like this strengthen not only 
our teachers, but also the faith-filled education we pro-
vide to every child in our care. 
 

With joy,  
 

Mrs. Heather Bill 
Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School 
 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE FORUM: 
 
 All members of the parish are invited to a special 
meeting with members of our Finance Council on Sun-
day, October 19th immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass in our church.  At this meeting, a summary of the 
2024—2025  financial statement will be reviewed , as 
well as the budget for the 2025—2026 fiscal year.  In ad-
dition to the members of our Finance Council, Mr. San-
jay Solmon, our area Finance Director, Michelle Card, 
our Operations and Finance Director, and Father Linsler 
will be present to answer any questions or concerns you 
may have.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend this 
meeting. 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 

 Wednesday of this week is Ash Wednesday,  the be-
ginning of  the season of Lent.  This season is a sacred 
time for all Christians, leading to the celebration of Easter.  
For those preparing to celebrate the sacraments of Chris-
tian Initiation at Easter as well as those preparing to be 
received into full communion in the Church, Lent is a time 
of prayer and preparation for those sacraments.  For those 
who regularly participate in the life of the Church, the sea-
son of Lent offers us an opportunity to embrace the Lenten 
disciples of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, so that we can 
recommit ourselves to living fully our baptismal promises 
which we will renew on Easter Sunday.  For those who 
have been away from the Church for whatever reason, 
Lent is a time to reconsider renewing that relationship 
once again.  Most of us know someone who is in this latter 
category, so please offer a word of encouragement, invita-
tion, and welcome to our parish.  A great deal has been 
written about the “New Evangelization” that is needed in 
today’s church.  The process of Evangelization begins with 
a word of encouragement and welcome.  Wherever you 
find yourself in your Faith journey, please use Lent 2025 
as a time of spiritual growth and renewal.  

 Today’s bulletin provides information on Lenten op-
portunities available to you at St. Mary Our Mother, as 
well as a Lenten calendar for your use at home. 

 For the past years, we have offered publications for 
your spiritual growth through the Lenten season.  Two of 
these you are familiar with.  The first is “The Word 
Among Us,” which offers a complete liturgical guide for 
the Lenten season, including scripture readings, Mass 
texts, and meditations.  The second publication is “The 
Little Black Book for Lent,” which offers unique readings, 
meditations, and reflections for each day of Lent.  There is 
also a children’s version of this book entitled “The little 
Purple Book for Lent,” which will be distributed to our 
children in both our school and faith formation programs.  
There book will be available on the table in the Vestibule. 

 A traditional devotion in the Church during the Lenten 
season is the public praying of the Stations of the Cross.  
We will publicly pray the Stations each Friday at 5:15 p.m. 
in the chapel.  I invite you and your family to join us for 
this Lenten devotion.  We also  have a long standing prac-
tice of the sixth grade students from St. Mary Our Mother 
School taking the leadership roles in offering a rendition of 
the “Living Stations of the Cross.”  the Living Stations 
will be offered on Wednesday, April 9th at 1:15 and 5:15 
p.m. in the church.  The Living Stations will replace the 
Stations of Friday for that week only. 

  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 

Monday,    October 13—Weekday 

6:45 A.M.    Joseph Schiefen—Jim & Carol   

     Bramble      
Tuesday,     October 14—Weekday 

 6:45 A.M.    Margaret Bellizia—family 

Wednesday,  October 15—St.  Teresa of Jesus 

6:45 A.M.   Mamie Woodard—sister, Evelyn & 
     family               

Thursday,   October 16 —Weekday 

6:45 A.M.   Deceased Mills family 

Friday,   October 17—St. Ignatius of Antioch 

6:45 A.M.   Mary Young—Ray Wawrzusin 

Saturday,   October 18—Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 
5:00 A.M.   Ordinary Time  
     King Fitzpatrick—wife, Teresa and 

     family 

 Sunday,    October 19— Twenty-Ninth Sunday   
 .   in Ordinary Time  
8:30 A.M.   Tony Dandrea—wife, Ida 

10:30 A.M.   Janet Garlasco—mom,dad,brothers,  
      Frank and David and families. 
 

 

Pastor’s Perspective continued: 
 

10%- Funding the Ministries of our Pope and Bishop 

 The CMA gives Catholics the opportunity to extend 
their reach beyond their parish boundaries to support Vati-
can ministries, the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, New York State Catholic Conference, the work 
and efforts of Bishop Matano and the clerical and lay advi-
sory councils that guide diocesan-wide decisions. 
 

4%  Educating Youth in the Catholic Faith 

 The CMA provides funding for the offices of Evangeli-
zation & Catechesis, Catholic Schools, and Pastoral Ser-
vices to help prepare our youth for fulfilling  and faith cen-
tered lives through parish religious education programs, 
diocesan Catholic schools, campus ministries and Catholic 
Newman Communities, sacramental preparation, young 
adult and youth ministry programs.  Please note: the CMA 
is not the sole source of revenue for these programs. 
 

4%  Supporting the CMA Campaign 

 It costs 4 cents to raise $1.00 for the CMA, well below 
the nonprofit industry average.  A portion of funds raised 
through the CMA is used to develop and execute fund-

raising efforts associated with the Appeal, including pro-
fessional expertise, staffing, gift and data processing pro-
motional materials, and postage.   

 All monies raised in the CMA are only for the pro-
grams, services, and ministries outlined here.  No gift to 
the CMA are used to satisfy settlement costs associated 
with abuse.  I hope you will find this information  helpful as 
you consider your gift to this year’s appeal.  Have a great 
week. Please take care of yourself and each other! 

       Fr. L. 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 This is the season for graduations!  Many of the col-
leges and universities have already held their commence-
ment exercises in late April, May, and early in the month 
of June.  This past Wednesday, we held the Sixth Grade 
Celebration for Saint Mary Our Mother School in 
church, and last Friday, the 2025 graduating class from 
Notre Dame High School held their commencement 
exercises.  The senior class from Horseheads High 
School will hold their graduation ceremonies on 
Wednesday, June 25th.  The graduating classes from 
Elmira High School, Thomas A. Edison, Odessa-

Montour, and the Corning/Painted Post Schools, will be 
holding their commencement exercises as well.  We offer 
all graduates, whether they be from colleges, universities, 
high school, middle, and elementary schools, our con-
gratulations and best wishes!  As members of our parish 
community, we are proud of you and grateful for the love 
and support your parents, families, and church communi-
ty have given you. 
 

 This is also the time of year when those who serve in 
leadership positions of the Church are celebrating anni-
versaries of their service to the People of God.   In the 
May issue to the Catholic Courier, many priests and dea-
cons were listed.  Among them were a number of these 
jubilarians with connections to our local community.  
Among them are Father Walter L. Wainwright,  retired 
pastor of the former Blessed Sacrament Parish in Elmira. 
Father Wainwright is celebrating his sixteenth year of 
ordination to the priesthood.  Father Wainwright served 
as pastor of the combined parishes of St. Anthony/St. 
Patrick/Ss. Peter & Paul, from 2000-2009.  Father con-
tinues to live in Elmira and occasionally assists at the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus parish in Elmira.  His class-
mate, Father Daniel F. Holland is also celebrating sixty 
years as a priest.  Father Holland served as pastor of St. 
Patrick in Elmira from 1979 to 1992, during which time 
the interior of the church was extensively renovated.  I 
had the pleasure of serving with Father Holland from 
1982 to 1987.  Father Holland resides at the St. Ann 
Community in Rocester, and continues to offer pastoral 
assistance at St. An.  The other priest marking sixty years 
of ordained service is  Father John T. Reif, pastor emer-
itus of St. of St. Rita parish in Webster.  Fathers Wain-
wright, Holland, and Reif were ordained by Bishop 
James E. Kearney on June 5, 1965, a Sacred Heart  Ca-
thedral in Rochester.  Father William F. Laird, who 
served here at St. Mary Our Mother with Father O’Brien 
from 1981-1983, is celebrating his fiftieth anniversary.  
Father Laird was ordained by Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
on May 2, 1975, at the church of the blessed Sacrament 
in Rochester. Father Laird has served as the Officialis of 
the Diocesan Tribunal, and is currently the pastor of St. 
Matthew parish in Livonia, and St. Mary Parish in Ho-
neoye.  Other priests celebrating fifty years of ordained 
service include Father Stephen R. Kraus, Father Au-
gust Deasio, and Father Theodore J. Auble.   
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One of the most frequently asked questions concerning 
the Catholic Ministries Appeal is how the monies col-
lected by the appeal are allocated.  The following is a list 
of the Catholic Ministries Appeal allocations: 
 

9% - Serving people in need through Catholic Char-
ites  
 The CMA  provides a subsidy to Catholic Charities to 
support its regional offices/agencies to meet basic needs, 
advance economic security, pursue housing solutions, 
strengthen families and children, deliver compassionate 
mental health and addiction care, support individuals 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities, welcome 
immigrants and refugees and more. 
 

32% -  Providing diocesan-wide services to our parish-
es and institutions 

 CMA funding supports parishes, pastors, staff, pasto-
ral councils, finance councils, ministers and chaplains 
serving the faithful through liturgical, urban, rural, and 
multicultural programs and ministries; hospital, nursing 
home and jail chaplaincies; pro-life ministries; and pas-
toral planning—-all provided through the Office of Pasto-
ral Services; as well as support services provided by the 
Offices of Finance, Human Resources, Facilities Manage-
ment, Information Technology, Communications, Tribu-
nal, Archives, and Stewardship. 
 

6% -  Supporting Seminarians, Deacons, & Pastoral 
Leaders 

 Donations to the CMA support the education, train-
ing and professional development of our seminarians, 
deacons, and pastoral leaders.  Please note:  the CMA is 
not the sole source of income for these programs. 
 

35% - Funding Pastoral Center Operations Support 
Services 

 The CMA helps to fund the operation, maintenance, 
and capital improvements associated with the Pastoral 
Center, which houses diocesan offices and ministries, and 
hardware supporting technology services for all parishes  
and related institutions throughout the diocese. 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Coordinator 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 

Michelle Card, Business Manager 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 

Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 

E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 

Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 

St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 

E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 

School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 

 

ST. MARY OUR MOTHER GARDENING  
ANGELS:  
 

 Are you looking for a unique opportunity for steward-
ship within our parish?  Here is an opportunity for all pa-
rishioners, regardless of age, to help us maintain and en-
hance our outdoor spaces. 
 

 There is always a weed to pull, or a plant to 

nurture, a tree to prune, or a leaf to rake… 

 

 Our plan is to bring the Gardening Angels together 
“formally” 2 times each year (once in the Spring and once 
in the Fall) for a campus-wide day of gardening and yard-
work, with the added  opportunity to weed, nurture, prune, 
and rake throughout the growing seasons, as needed. 
 

 If  you’d like to join the Gardening Angels group, 
please consult the bulletin board located in the church ves-
tibule.  
——————————————————————— 

 

Notre Dame H.S. Grades 7-12 Open House for 
Prospective Students & families: 
 

 Notre Dame High School, Grades 7-12, is hosting an 
Open House on Wednesday, November 5, from 6:00 
p.m.to 7:30 p.m. for prospective students and their fami-
lies.  The evening will begin with a brief presentation in 
the Charles and Mary Crossed Auditorium.  Open House is 
our chance to meet the faculty, administration, and stu-
dents, tour the campus, learn about the benefits of a Notre 
Dame education.  Notre Dame is a college preparatory 
school that provides an inclusive environment rich in the 
traditions of the Sisters of Mercy and academic excellence.  
Additionally, Notre Dame offers a competitive athletic 
program, many opportunities to participate in the perform-
ing, visual, and language arts, along with a variety of extra
-curricular activities such as FTC&FRC Robotics teams, 
ND Spotlighters, Science, Olympiad, MaryLeaf (school 
newsletter), Yearbook, ND Supper club, and Quiz League.  
Notre Dame H.S. is located at 1400 Maple Avenue, Elmi-
ra.  A busing option to ND is often available.  To deter-
mine eligibility, contact the transportation office of your 
home school district. 
 

 To RSVP for the Open House, visit notredamehigh-
school.com.  Questions? Please contact Nick Weiermiller, 
Director of Admissions, at 607-734-2267. 
 

NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE: 
 

 October 14  “Our Lady, the Angels and Their Mission for 
Our Time”—8:15 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 

October 17:  Senior Luncheon Series:  “Stroke Prevention:  
11:30 a.m. —1:30 p.m. 
 

October 24th—26 Men’s Retreat—Fri. 5:00 p.m. to noon 
Sunday  
 

November 14-16 Men & Women Semi Silent Retreat, Fri-
day @ 5:00 to Sun. noon. 
 

November 18th—”The Body and Soul’s Journey through 
Grieving”,  8:00 A.M.—3:00 P.M.—By Roslyn Karaban, 
MDiv, PhD and Sr. Melissa Gernon, SSJ 

 

November 21st —Free Senior Luncheons 

December 19th —Free Senior Luncheons 

 

Register:  585-394-5700 or info@notredameretreat.org 

 

For more information on day and presenter:  
www.notredameretreat.org 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE 
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

October 12, 2025—Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

Luke 17:11-19 

Dorothy Day, the great Catholic activist, doubted God’s 
existence. At least in her early adult years. But something 
changed when after giving birth to her daughter, she ex-
perienced an overwhelming gratitude. She later described 
how, as she held her daughter, the only appropriate re-
sponse was a kind of unlimited gratitude. She had done 
nothing to deserve such a gift — this tiny, miraculous life 
— but there she was, flooded with gratitude, completely 
undone by the love of such a Giver. 

Something similar occurs in Luke 17:19 when Jesus tells 
a healed leper, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved 
you.” This man had already received physical healing 
through his faith. But the moment of an even deeper 
transformation came when he turned back, fell at Jesus’ 
feet, and gave thanks. Like Dorothy, this man’s gratitude 
led him to encounter the Giver. 

Isn’t that what we want, too? Gratitude to God has the 
power to break our chains of sadness, bitterness, and dis-
enchantment. It empowers us to step out of the prison of 
self-pity and into the reality of God’s abundant love. It 
shifts our focus from what we lack to what we have re-
ceived, from what wounds us to what heals us. 

Where do we learn this? The Mass. The priest prays: “It 
is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always 
and everywhere to give you thanks.” Always. Every-
where. Not just when life is easy. Not just when prayers 
are answered as we expect. Gratitude is not a passive 
feeling; it is an act of faith. In the Eucharist, we remem-
ber that Christ Himself has given everything for us. And 
in this act of gratitude, we are healed. 

    

  

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE: 

There was a preacher baptising people in a river when he 
hears someone approach him. He turns to find a man, com-
pletely drunk and smelling like a brewery. The preacher is 
repulsed by the smell, but he manages to ask the man, 

"Are you ready to find Jesus?" 

The drunk answers, "Yes, I am." 

So the preacher grabs him and dunks him in the water. He 
pulls him up and asks the drunk, "Brother, have you found 
Jesus?" 

The drunk replies, "No, I haven't found Jesus." 

The preacher, shocked at the answer, dunks him into the wa-
ter again but for a little longer this time. He again pulls him 
out of the water and asks again, "Have you found Jesus, my 
brother?" 

The drunk answers, "Nope. I haven't found Jesus" 

By this time, the preacher is at his wits end so he dunks the 
drunk in the water again --- but this time he holds him down 
for about 30 seconds. 

When the drunk begins kicking his arms and legs, the 
preacher pulls him up. 

The preacher asked the drunk again, "For the love of God, 
have you found Jesus?" 

The drunk wipes his eyes and catches his breath and says 
to the preacher, 

 "Are you sure this is where he fell in?" 
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm

739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience

Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´

130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-32331
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607-734-6106

www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490

(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY

Kevin R. Sullivan

Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 

Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certi�ed Auctioneer 

Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!

www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Investment Management • Tax Planning

Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning

(607) 973-2665 
www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677

Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000
Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY

(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 

Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 

www.elliottcs.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

	 Four Seasons Travel
	 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY

James J. Lynch II – Licensed Funeral Director
Heather Ann Lynch – Licensed Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated by James J. Lynch II

www.lynchsfuneralhome.com • jlynch4@stny.rr.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460


