{ St. Mary Our Mother is a Catholic commmumity com-
mitted to the spintual growth of all people as we
share our faith and serve our community.
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St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Saturday, September 13, 2025
3:30 p.m.—Sacrament of Penance —Church

Memorials:

The sacramental wine, the Eucharistic hosts, the Icon
candle and the sanctuary candle for the week of Sept. 7-13
have been donated in loving memory of Loretta Meade by
her sons, Allan, Sheldon, and Joel.

Our main altar arrangement for the week of September
7-13, 2025 has been donated in celebration of the birthdays
of sisters, Anna Greenmun and Deloris Sherwood.

The Blessed Mother flowers in the Church for the week
of September 7-13, 2025 have been donated in loving
memory of Sue Beering by her husband, Fran.

In The Peace of Christ:

REST

Carlos Botero
Letha Padgett
Michael Mandell, Sr.

IN PEACE

ANNUAL SEASON OF CREATION in the Catholic
community:

Reflection for week of September 7

Pope Leo teaches, “We are called to solidarity with the
poor as well as to stewardship of the earth.” Call our Con-
gressman Nick Langworthy (607-377-3130)—Ieave this
message: | am concerned about funding cuts for social
needs in our community and for the protection of our envi-
ronment.

ST. MARY OUR MOTHER FAITH FORMATION
KICK-OFF SCHEDULE:

Home Study:

—Saturday September 13th at 6:00, Sunday Sep-
tember 14th at 9:30 or 11:30 Go to O’Brien Hall after
any Mass this weekend and pick-up your calendar & sup-
plies.

Tuesday Program:
—Tuesday, September 16, from 4:00 — 5:00

Drop off at 4:00 in the Church & parents meeting at
4:55 in Church for pick-up.

Confirmation: Sunday September 21st @ 11:30.
The meeting begins at 11:30 in O’Brien Hall, parents &
candidates must attend!

First Penance /First Holy Eucharist

—Sunday September 28th at 11:45 in O’Brien
Hall , Parent & Candidates meeting. Parent and Candi-
date must attend.

OCIC & OCIA—Contact Faith Formation to submit
your registration to receive the schedule.

If you have any questions contact Lily.Barr@dor.org
or call our Faith Formation office at 607-739-8214.

BULLETIN INFORMAION

Over the next weeks, a representative of LPI (our bul-
letin printer) will be making calls to secure new ads for
our church bulletin. Our advertisements in our bulletin
cover the cost of having a weekly bulletin. Thank you!

Please bring your food items to the main vestibule and
place them in the cart that is provided. Thank you!
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE:

This past Thursday, Saint Mary Our Mother School
opened its doors for the 67th consecutive years. St. Mary
Our Mother School welcomed its first students in Septem-
ber, 1959, with an enrollment of 125 students in grades
one, two, and three, with a teaching faculty of six Sisters
of Saint Joseph. A few years later saw the expansion of
the school building to twice its size due to the increasing
number of students and expanded the number of grades to
encompass students from kindergarten to eighth grade. It
was a time of unprecedented growth in Horseheads and
Chemung County.

For the 2025-2026 school year, we have an enroll-
ment in our school of 120 students in grades pre-k
through grade six. Although many of the policies and
procedures that were implemented during the pandemic
have been relaxed, we continue to follow all safety poli-
cies which will keep our students, faculty and staff safe
and healthy. Mrs. Heather Bill, our school principal and
the entire school team have been working diligently to
create and maintain a safe, welcoming, and nurturing en-
vironment at Saint Mary Our Mother School. We are
blessed with a dedicated school staff and are proud of the
commitment of each teacher, teacher assistant, and sup-
port staff has to ensure the academic success of each and
every student.

The faculty and staff of St. Mary Our Mother School
for the 2025-2026 academic year are:

Mrs. Heather Bill
Mrs. Adriana Enright
Mrs. Jill Knuth

Mrs. Robyn Stowell
Mrs. Sally Heftner
Mrs. Michelle Steed

Principal

Administrative Assistant
Pre-K3 Teacher

PreK 3 Teaching Assistant
Pre-K4 Teacher

PreK4 Teaching Assistant
Mrs. Sandra Hoyt Kindergarten Teacher
Mrs. Jamie Lewis First Grade Teacher

Mrs. Angela Langendorfer Second Grade Teacher

Mrs. Kelly Koehler Third Grade Teacher
Ms. Stephanie Pelkey Fourth Grade Teacher
Mrs. Julie Lawson Fifth Grade Teacher
Mrs. Colleen Meehan Sixth Grade Teacher
Mrs. Amy Winkels AIS Teaching Assistant
Mrs. Barbara O’Brien Art Teacher/Library

Music Teacher

Physical Education Teacher
School Nurse

Maintenance

Maintenance

Mrs. Katy Piet

Mr. Thomas Ketchum
Mrs. Michelle Procopio
Ms. Jenna Crandall

Mr. Roger Williams

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and students of Saint
Mary Our Mother School, I offer a word of thanks to
you—the people of Saint Mary Our Mother for your con-
tinued interest and faithful support of our parish school.
May all who make Saint Mary Our Mother School what it
is—a creative and safe learning place of Catholic faith
filled education—enjoy a grace-filled and safe year.

Have great week. Please continue to take care of
yourself and each other. Fr.

September 7, 2025

MASSES FOR THE WEEK:

Monday, September 8--Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

6:45 A.M. Faithful departed

Tuesday, September 9—St. Peter Claver, Priest

6:45 AM. Margaret Bellizia family

Wednesday, September 10—Weekday

6:45 A.M. Joseph Schiefen—Warren and Jackie
Conklin

Thursday, September 11—Weekday

6:45 A.M. Living and deceased Amisano &
Lanahan families

Friday, September12-Weekday

6:45 A.M. JoAnn Sabatura—St. Mary Our
Mother Quilters group

Saturday, September 13-St John Chrysostom

5:00 P.M. Agnes & Jack Purcell—the Gallaghers

Sunday, September 14—The Exaltation of the
Cross

8:30 AM. Teri Guardi—husband, Bob

10:30 A.M. Bill Cotterill—family

Strengthening the Home-School Partnership

At St. Mary Our Mother School, we recognize that par-
ents support is essential to the success of students, staff,
and the entire school community. To strengthen this part-
nership, we are excited to host our Parent Information
Night on Wednesday, September 10th.

This special evening provides parents with a first-hand
look at the expectations, routines, and goals for each class-
room for the upcoming school year. Each teacher will
share important information about their class and provide
families with a classroom handbook, which serves as a
valuable guide throughout the year.

Parent Information Night is a well-attended event de-
signed exclusively for parents, offering them the opportuni-
ty to understand their child’s learning environment and to
engage directly with teachers. When parents are informed
and involved, it greatly enhances the support they can pro-
vide to their children, creating a strong foundation for aca-
demic growth, personal development, and faith formation.

We are grateful for the partnership of our families and
the prayers of our parish community. Events like Parent
Information Night help nurture a school environment
where students can thrive, teachers are supported, and fam-
ilies are fully engaged in the life of the school.

We look forward to welcoming all parents on Wednes-
day, September 10th for this meaningful and informative
evening.

Blessings Always.
Mrs. Heather Bill, Principal,
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ST. MARY OUR MOTHER GARDENING
ANGELS:

Are you looking for a unique opportunity for steward-
ship within our parish? Here is an opportunity for all pa-
rishioners, regardless of age, to help us maintain and en-
hance our outdoor spaces.

There is always a weed to pull, or a plant to
nurture, a tree to prune, or a leaf to rake...

Our plan is to bring the Gardening Angels together
“formally” 2 times each year (once in the Spring and once
in the Fall) for a campus-wide day of gardening and yard-
work, with the added opportunity to weed, nurture, prune,
and rake throughout the growing seasons, as needed.

If you’d like to join the Gardening Angels group,
please consult the bulletin board located in the church ves-
tibule.

Now Hiring: Substitute Teachers for the 2025-
2026 School Year:

St. Mary Our Mother School, along with other Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Rochester is hiring substitute
teachers for the upcoming school year.

We are looking for individuals who are motivated,
energetic, and passionate about working with children.
Substitutes play a vital role in maintaining a positive and
productive leaning environment, and we are grateful for
their dedication and flexibility.

Interested?

If you or someone you know is interested in making a
difference in the lives of students while supporting Catho-
lic education, please contact Mrs. Heather Bill at 607-739-
9157.

Qualifications:

Bachelor’s Degree preferred (Associate’s Degree
with childcare experience considered);

Strong communication and interpersonal skills;

Reliable, professional, and compassionate individuals
who love working with children.

Thank you for your continued support of Catholic edu-
cation in our parish and community.

With gratitude,

Mrs. Heather Bill, Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School
607) 796-2795.

NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE:

September 9: “Incredible Journeys: Reflection on Pil-
grimage” Men & Women, with Dr. Mike
Wischnowski, Jennifer Hughes & Fr. Bill Graf.

September 10-12; “Walking in Friendship with God:
Pilgrims of Hope” Men’s Retreat.” With Fr. Kevin Mac-
Donald, C.Ss.R., Dcn Brian McNulty, Mario Morales-
Bermudez and Jodie Scordo

September 19th Senior Luncheon Series: “Grace with
Aging/Aging with Grace” with Sr. Elaine Englert, SSJ
Rochester

September 26-28: “Walking with God in Friendship: Pil-
grims of Hope” Women’ Retreat”.

October 10-12-"Walking in Friendship with God: Pil-
grims of Hope” Women’s retreat

October 14 “Our Lady, the Angels and Their Mission
for Our Time”

October 17: Senior Luncheon Series: “Stroke Preven-
tion:

MINISTERIAL STAFF
Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor
Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence
Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Coordinator
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music
Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary
Michelle Card, Business Manager
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION

Parish Office

816 West Broad Street .........c.ccccceeenennee. (607)-739-3817
FaX coooiiiieeiciececeee e (607)-739-5628
E-mail....coooiiiiiiieieeeee smomc(@dor.org
Parish Web Site................ www.StMaryOurMother.com
St. Mary Our Mother School

811 Westlake Street ........ccoceveveenieienienne (607)-739-9157
E-mail........ooooiiiii smoms(@dor.org
School Web Site.............. www.stmaryourmother.school

Religious Education Office
816 West Broad Street .......c.oceeeeevieveinne (607)-739-8214
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PRAYERS AND SQUARES:

Prayers and Squares is a group that makes lap size
quilts for our parish. The finished quilts are displayed at
the weekend Masses several times during the year and are
available for anyone needing comfort and prayers.

The 4th and 5th grade students at St. Mary Our Moth-
er school help tie the quilts and pray the Rosary over
them. Many hands are needed to make the quilts and no
experience is necessary. The group meets twice monthly
in the afternoon. If you would like more information,
please contact Wilma Sullivan at (607) 731-8085.

ADULT CHOIR TO BEGIN REHEARSALS:

The Adult choir will begin rehearsals on Thursday,
September 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary and
continue weekly. All adult singers and students in high
school or older are invited to join. The choir sings at
10:30 a.m. Mass every Sunday from September through
mid-June and the special Liturgies of Christmas, Holy
Week and Easter. If you have thought about joining be-
fore but never took the “plunge”, now is the time to test
the waters. We would love to have more singers!

ANYONE interested in becoming a cantor or a mem-
ber of the Resurrection Choir, please come to see me at
the organ after mass.

WOUNDED HEALER’S BEREAVEMENT SUP-
PORT GROUP:

The Wounded Healers’ Bereavement Support Group
meeting will be offered on Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at
7:00 P.M., in person, at St. Mary Our Mother School, 811
Westlake St., Horseheads, NY. Use the door of the school
across from the playground. You may want to bring a
picture or two of your loved one who died, or a momento
of significance. Each one has a personal grief journey so
we are open to listening and are careful to not dogmatize.
We welcome those who are grieving the death of a loved
one to the sharing; as you are each hoping to find encour-
agement, insight, and normalization from each other. You
may share or you may just listen. We encourage you to be
sensitive to your own needs. All are welcome. We strive
to provide a safe, confidential, and open place where our
motto remains, “We see healing in the very act of help-
ing.” For info: (607-796-2795.

PRACTICING CATHOLIC- Beneath the Surface

When I was a kid, we had the dumb, stupid, hate
chair.

It was a chair in my parent’s foyer where an offend-
ing child had to sit for five or ten minutes if they uttered
the words “dumb”, “stupid”, or “hate”. The rules in my
house growing up were very clear. We don’t call anyone
stupid. We don’t call anyone dumb, and we hate no one
and nothing.

Well today, Jesus has to sit in the Dumb , Stuupid,
Hate chair.

For someone who talks about love so much—for
whom love is a legacy and a commandment—it seems
weird that in today’s Gospel Jesus is calling us to hatred.
It makes us question everything we think we understand
about Him, about God, about discipleship.

I’ll let you guess which of the kids in my family
spent the most time in the dumb, stupid, hate chair (Hi! It
was me). But I didn’t really think my sister was stupid,
and I didn’t really hate my brother. Those were just the
words used, even though they were strictly forbidden—
maybe because they were strictly forbidden. They were
the strongest words I knew, and you need strong words
for strong feelings.

Hate is a very strong word; it’s a word that gets peo-
ple's attention. Today more than anything, Jesus wants to
get our attention. He wants to force us to consider the
ways in which our attachments to this world—and even
to other people supersede our attachment to God. He
wants us to radically evaluate what (and who) we love
and how we love it and how much of our souls, our lives,
our selves we have let this love consume.

It’s a tough assignment, and we don’t like it. Maybe
we kind of hate it. That’s OKAY: hate has its place. So
take a seat in the chair and give it a ponder.



‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch I1

James J. Lynch Il & Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

jEinsidl TERRY ELECTRIC
H H A L E Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates
ROOFING Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience

COMMERCIAL ROOFING, Residential or Commercial

CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL
2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

Quality Work « Fully Insured « Free Estimates
607-739-4484 « 607-857-5429

* Yee Olde
O e > || HicKoRY HOUSE
"PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE” R E S T A URANT

130 S. Main St. - 733-6696

215 Hoffman St. - 732-0597
2887 Westinghouse Rd. * 796-2193

98 W. Pulteney - 936-3233

American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine
New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

!mﬁ-;n Familly Kestaurant

Village Plaza « Horseheads, NY + 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza * Big Flats, NY « 562-7000

= | | 10583

Alsworth Capital
Management, LLLC

& Four Seasons Travel
of Elmira, LLC

=

Investment Management ® Tax Planning
Insurance Planning ¢ Estate Planning

Amot Mall Food Court + Horseheads, NY « 739-4641

Plumbing
L Heating
¥ Electric

fo—
7
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_/’ L & AC/R
Kevin R. Sullivan 365 E. Franklin St. . .
Licensed Funeral Director Horseheads, NY www.bcinc.info 562'20 23

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

833-287-3502 .

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

SULLIVAN'S

607-739-2035

a2t

® Burglary

® Fire Safety

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111 §

Financial Planning

(607) 973-2665

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Fourseasonstravel.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight

Isearight@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6460

FarruruLry SErvING Our Parisu CoMMUNITY

Iy BARBER

; FUNERAL HOME

413 SoutH MaiN STrReeT, HorsEHEADS, NEW YOrk 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 « INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Famiry OwWNED & OpPERATED For NEARLY
100 Years oF ComFoRT, CONCERN, & SERVICE

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME Lorne Searight
Isearight@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6460

Call today for a free estimate

607.527.3256

LT

ING WALLS & FOUNDATIORI\,I(S
TALLATION © UTILITY WO

IL DELIVERIES

TE DE' VELOPMENT * ASPHA

CAVATION + S
o DS, SIDE! WALKS, RETAIN

GATION & INS
& TOPSO

CO. RTE. 125, CAMPBELL, NY 14821
WWW.ELLIOTTCS.COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

PARMENTER

Tirw, Avio s Trock Service » Team Tiremasiors

-
www.parmenterinc.com

oward
annas
Real Estate Services

215 WEST CHURCH ST.
ELMIRA, NY 14901

%ﬁ UE? 607-739-5321

*  _..Of Course!
Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
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2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY
i (607) 734-1492
Your Neighborhood Destination jor |

E‘ Heartpelt Gifts and Beautijul Cards! Ii

e
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'ELECTRIC, INC| @ =52

ELEEl;aICAL CONTRACTORS SINCE 1872
607-734-6106

www.bouilleelectric.com

b

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!
Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioncer
Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!
No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!

www.askbernie.com
Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

06-0149

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads



