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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
 
Saturday, August  30, 2025 
 3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church 
  
 
 
Memorials:   
 
 Our main altar arrangement for the week of August 24-
30, 2025 has been donated in loving memory of Bob 
Lantzy by his wife, Lois and family. 
 
    
 The Votive light before the Icon is burning for the 
week of August 24—30, 2025 in memory of Josephine and 
Henry Ryan by Mary and Jim Carr.  
  
 The Eucharistic Breads or Host for the week of August 
24—30, 2025 have been donated in memory of Josephine 
and Henry Ryan by Mary and Jim Carr. 
 
 
 
 
 
In The Peace of Christ: 
 
 Barbara Jacobus 
 John Ksionzyk 
 
 
 
 
MASS INTENTIONS:   
 
 Would you like to offer a Mass Intention?  It is a holy 
and noble custom to offer a Mass for a living or deceased 
person, or for a personal intention.  We are happy to sched-
ule your Mass intentions.  Please call the parish office at 
739-3817. 
 
 
 
 FOOD PANTRY: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Please bring your food items to the main vestibule and 
place them in the cart that is provided.  Thank you! 
 
 

ST. MARY OUR MOTHER FAITH FORMATION 
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 
 
 Registration for the 2025-2026 Faith Formation year 
is officially open!  We’re excited to welcome our families 
into another year of growing together in Christ!  Our 
Faith Formation programs include: 
 
 Home Study Program:  Learn and grow together as  
family.  Great for families looking for flexibility and a 
deeper connection to the Church for students in pre-k 
through 7th grade. 
 
 Tuesday Program: Join us weekly for in-person 
classes with fun liturgical activities and goodies for pre-k 
through 7th-grade students. 
 
 Hybrid Program (New!):  Experience the best of 
both worlds!  The hybrid option includes one semester of 
in-person classes and one semester of at-home study. 
 
 Sacramental Preparation: Special preparation for 
children receiving First Reconciliation & First Holy 
Communion (starting in 2nd grade) or Confirmation 
(starting in 8th grade).  
 
OCIA—-Order of Catholic Initiation for adults. 
  
OCIC—Order of Catholic Initiation for children: 
 For youth and teens who haven’t received their 
 sacraments or are just joining the church! This  
 program is for students 7 and older. 
 
 
 If you have any questions or need help registering, 
please email Lily Barr at Lily.Barr@dor.org or call our 
Faith Formation office at 607-739-8214. 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 

 Wednesday of this week is Ash Wednesday,  the be-
ginning of  the season of Lent.  This season is a sacred 
time for all Christians, leading to the celebration of Easter.  
For those preparing to celebrate the sacraments of Chris-
tian Initiation at Easter as well as those preparing to be 
received into full communion in the Church, Lent is a time 
of prayer and preparation for those sacraments.  For those 
who regularly participate in the life of the Church, the sea-
son of Lent offers us an opportunity to embrace the Lenten 
disciples of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, so that we can 
recommit ourselves to living fully our baptismal promises 
which we will renew on Easter Sunday.  For those who 
have been away from the Church for whatever reason, 
Lent is a time to reconsider renewing that relationship 
once again.  Most of us know someone who is in this latter 
category, so please offer a word of encouragement, invita-
tion, and welcome to our parish.  A great deal has been 
written about the “New Evangelization” that is needed in 
today’s church.  The process of Evangelization begins with 
a word of encouragement and welcome.  Wherever you 
find yourself in your Faith journey, please use Lent 2025 
as a time of spiritual growth and renewal.  

 Today’s bulletin provides information on Lenten op-
portunities available to you at St. Mary Our Mother, as 
well as a Lenten calendar for your use at home. 

 For the past years, we have offered publications for 
your spiritual growth through the Lenten season.  Two of 
these you are familiar with.  The first is “The Word 

Among Us,” which offers a complete liturgical guide for 
the Lenten season, including scripture readings, Mass 
texts, and meditations.  The second publication is “The 

Little Black Book for Lent,” which offers unique readings, 
meditations, and reflections for each day of Lent.  There is 
also a children’s version of this book entitled “The little 

Purple Book for Lent,” which will be distributed to our 
children in both our school and faith formation programs.  
There book will be available on the table in the Vestibule. 

 A traditional devotion in the Church during the Lenten 
season is the public praying of the Stations of the Cross.  

We will publicly pray the Stations each Friday at 5:15 p.m. 
in the chapel.  I invite you and your family to join us for 
this Lenten devotion.  We also  have a long standing prac-
tice of the sixth grade students from St. Mary Our Mother 
School taking the leadership roles in offering a rendition of 
the “Living Stations of the Cross.”  the Living Stations 
will be offered on Wednesday, April 9th at 1:15 and 5:15 

p.m. in the church.  The Living Stations will replace the 
Stations of Friday for that week only. 

  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,    August 25— Weekday  
6:45 A.M.        Thomas Curran—Bob & Judi Pichette 
Tuesday,     August 26—Weekday 
6:45 A.M.    Christina O’Herron Regula—her Mom 
Wednesday,  August 27— St. Monica   
6:45 A.M.       Pamela Smart Eldred—Virginia and 
      Brendan Curtin 
Thursday,   August 28—St. Augustine, Bishop 
6:45 A.M.    Nancy de Stevens—her family   
Friday,   August 29—The Passion of St. John the 
    Baptist 
6:45 A.M.    Ann Sheets—Jim and Jane Andrew 
Saturday,   August 30 
 5:00 P.M.   Mary Ann Poland—The Scarselletta  
        family  
Sunday,   August 31—Twenty Second Sunday in 
     Ordinary Time 
8:30 A.M.    Richard Stone—his family 
10:30 A.M.   Katie Mandeville—Nan Wyak 
 
 
 
 
Pasters Perspective Continued: 
 
We chose St. Mary Our Mother School not only for the ex-
cellent faith-based academic foundation, but because we 
felt like part of a family the minute we walked through the 
door. 
 
 Registration is still open for St. Mary Our Mother 
School for the 2025—2026 academic year.  Please call the 
school office at 739-9157 for further  information or to 
schedule a tour.  Our school principal, Mrs. Heather Bill, 
will answer any questions you may have. 
 
 Have a great week and enjoy these August days.  
Please continue to take care of yourself and each other! 
 
        Fr. L 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 This is the season for graduations!  Many of the col-
leges and universities have already held their commence-
ment exercises in late April, May, and early in the month 
of June.  This past Wednesday, we held the Sixth Grade 
Celebration for Saint Mary Our Mother School in 
church, and last Friday, the 2025 graduating class from 
Notre Dame High School held their commencement 
exercises.  The senior class from Horseheads High 
School will hold their graduation ceremonies on 
Wednesday, June 25th.  The graduating classes from 
Elmira High School, Thomas A. Edison, Odessa-
Montour, and the Corning/Painted Post Schools, will be 
holding their commencement exercises as well.  We offer 
all graduates, whether they be from colleges, universities, 
high school, middle, and elementary schools, our con-
gratulations and best wishes!  As members of our parish 
community, we are proud of you and grateful for the love 
and support your parents, families, and church communi-
ty have given you. 
 
 This is also the time of year when those who serve in 
leadership positions of the Church are celebrating anni-
versaries of their service to the People of God.   In the 
May issue to the Catholic Courier, many priests and dea-
cons were listed.  Among them were a number of these 
jubilarians with connections to our local community.  
Among them are Father Walter L. Wainwright,  retired 
pastor of the former Blessed Sacrament Parish in Elmira. 
Father Wainwright is celebrating his sixteenth year of 
ordination to the priesthood.  Father Wainwright served 
as pastor of the combined parishes of St. Anthony/St. 
Patrick/Ss. Peter & Paul, from 2000-2009.  Father con-
tinues to live in Elmira and occasionally assists at the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus parish in Elmira.  His class-
mate, Father Daniel F. Holland is also celebrating sixty 
years as a priest.  Father Holland served as pastor of St. 
Patrick in Elmira from 1979 to 1992, during which time 
the interior of the church was extensively renovated.  I 
had the pleasure of serving with Father Holland from 
1982 to 1987.  Father Holland resides at the St. Ann 
Community in Rocester, and continues to offer pastoral 
assistance at St. An.  The other priest marking sixty years 
of ordained service is  Father John T. Reif, pastor emer-
itus of St. of St. Rita parish in Webster.  Fathers Wain-
wright, Holland, and Reif were ordained by Bishop 
James E. Kearney on June 5, 1965, a Sacred Heart  Ca-
thedral in Rochester.  Father William F. Laird, who 
served here at St. Mary Our Mother with Father O’Brien 
from 1981-1983, is celebrating his fiftieth anniversary.  
Father Laird was ordained by Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
on May 2, 1975, at the church of the blessed Sacrament 
in Rochester. Father Laird has served as the Officialis of 
the Diocesan Tribunal, and is currently the pastor of St. 
Matthew parish in Livonia, and St. Mary Parish in Ho-
neoye.  Other priests celebrating fifty years of ordained 
service include Father Stephen R. Kraus, Father Au-
gust Deasio, and Father Theodore J. Auble.   
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 With the beginning of the 2025—2026 school year 
only eleven days away, I thought it appropriate to share 
with you various comments from families whose children 
either attend or have in the past attended St. Mary Our 
Mother School.  Taking a cue from David letterman, you 
might want to entitle the following as the: 
 
 Top Ten Reasons Families Choose St. Mary Our 
Mother School: 
 
Higher standards for student achievement, rigorous cur-
riculum, and a strong moral foundation rooted in faith. 
 
Family feel and community. 
 
Kevin is an alumni of St. Mary Our Mother School and 
his strong relationship in the community from his experi-
ence at the school.  Faith based and strong curriculum. 
 
We wanted to choose a school that reflected our faith val-
ues—academic excellence, faith based community, and 
having God ever present in our lives. 
 
Catholic students are given lessons that will give them a 
strong moral and ethical foundation to help them make 
the right decision during situations that are not clearly 
black and white.  In essence, Catholic schools encourage 
each student to accept the challenge of being a better per-
son in tomorrow’s world.  They do this by stressing the 
values to self-discipline and commitment. 
 
The first time we walked through the doors at St. Mary 
Our Mother School (looking for the right school for our 
children), it was like getting  a big hug and we knew this 
was the place.  Seven years later we appreciate the fami-
ly—like community and strong academics!  So glad we 
are part of this school. 
 
We love St. Mary Our Mother School because of the 
strong sense of community and excellent education.  The 
teachers and staff are dedicated to providing the best ed-
ucation to each individual student—academically, social-
ly, and spiritually. 
 
Families at St. Mary our Mother School have and strive 
for high academic standards, as well as similar values, 
morals, and ethics.  Children are happy, loved, respected, 
and safe.  You are not just part of  school, you are a part 
of a greater family—God’s family.  The faculty and staff 
strive to raise children who will make a positive, impact-
ing difference in the world. 
 
We chose St. Mary Our Mother School for its friendly and 
caring atmosphere and focus on teaching core values as 
well as academics.  Ater we toured the school, we could-
n't imagine sending our kindergartener at the time, any-
where else.   
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 

Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Coordinator 

Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 

Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 

Michelle Card, Business Manager 

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 

Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 

Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 

Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 

Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 

E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 

Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 

811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 

E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 

School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 

Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 

 

 
NOTRE DAME—CELEBRATING 70 YEARS! 
 

 Join us as part of Notre Dame’s 70th Anniversary cel-
ebration at our festival on Saturday, September 6, 2025!  
Bring family and friends for fun-filled afternoon with in-
flatables, a petting zoo, BINGO, local vendors, food and 
drink.  Enjoy music by a DJ.  In the evening, enjoy listen-
ing to the sounds of Fleetwood Mac performed by tribute 
band The Seven Wonders.  Fireworks will wrap up the 
evening! 

 Please join us for a special Mass commemorating the 
70th Anniversary for Notre Dame High School on Sunday, 
September 7, 2025, at 2 pm.  The Mass will be celebrated 
in the auditorium at Notre Dame High School.  Bishop 
Salvatore R. Matano will preside during this milestone 
celebration.  A reception with light refreshments will fol-
low.  We look forward to gathering as a community of 
faith, gratitude, and  hope as we honor seven decades of 
Notre Dame.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE: 
 
September 9:  “Incredible Journeys: Reflection on Pil-
 grimage” Men & Women, with Dr. Mike 
 Wischnowski, Jennifer Hughes & Fr. Bill Graf. 
 
September 12-14:  “Walking in Friendship with God:  
Pilgrims of Hope” Men’s  Retreat.” With Fr. Kevin 
MacDonald, C.Ss.R., Dcn Brian McNulty, Mario Morales-
Bermudez and Jodie Scordo 
 
September 19th Senior Luncheon Series: “Grace with 
Aging/Aging with Grace” with Sr. Elaine Englert, SSJ 
Rochester 
 
September 26-28:  “Walking with God in Friendship: Pil-
grims of Hope” Women’ Retreat”. 
 
October 14  “Our Lady, the Angels and Their Mission 
for Our Time” 
 
October 17:  Senior Luncheon Series:  “Stroke Preven-
tion:   

ST. MARY OUR MOTHER GARDENING  
ANGELS:  
 
 Are you looking for a unique opportunity for steward-
ship within our parish?  Here is an opportunity for all pa-
rishioners, regardless of age, to help us maintain and en-
hance our outdoor spaces. 
 
 There is always a weed to pull, or a plant to 
nurture, a tree to prune, or a leaf to rake… 

 
 Our plan is to bring the Gardening Angels together 
“formally” 2 times each year (once in the Spring and once 
in the Fall) for a campus-wide day of gardening and yard-
work, with the added  opportunity to weed, nurture, prune, 
and rake throughout the growing seasons, as needed. 

 
 If  you’d like to join the Gardening Angels group, 
please consult the bulletin board located in the church ves-
tibule.  
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Now Hiring: Substitute Teachers for the 2025-
2026 School Year:  
 
 St. Mary 0ur Mother School, along with other Catho-
lic schools in the Diocese of Rochester is hiring substitute 
teachers for the upcoming school year. 
   
 We are looking for individuals who are motivated, 
energetic, and passionate about working with children.  
Substitutes play a vital role in maintaining a positive and 
productive leaning environment, and we are grateful for 
their dedication and flexibility. 
 
Interested? 
 If you or someone you know is interested in making a 
difference in the lives of students while supporting Cath-
olic education, please contact Mrs. Heather Bill at 607-
739-9157. 
 
Qualifications: 
 
 Bachelor’s Degree preferred (Associate’s Degree 
 with childcare experience considered); 
 
 Strong communication and interpersonal skills; 
 
 Reliable, professional, and compassionate individuals 
 who love working with children. 
 
 Thank you for your continued support of Catholic 
education in our parish and community. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Mrs. Heather Bill,  Principal, St. Mary Our Mother 
School 
   

 
 
PRAYERS AND SQUARES: 
 Prayers and Squares is a group that makes lap size 
quilts for our parish.  The finished quilts are displayed at 
the weekend Masses several times during the year and are 
available for anyone needing comfort and prayers.   
 
 The 4th and 5th grade students at St. Mary Our Moth-
er  school help  tie the  quilts and pray the Rosary over 
them.  Many hands  are needed to make the quilts and no 
experience is necessary.  The group meets twice monthly 
in the afternoon.  If you would like more information, 
please contact Wilma Sullivan at (607) 731-8085. 

 

 

 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS:       
Chancing the Narrow Gate 

 From doctors to counselors, anthropologists to school 
teachers, it seems like everyone has their own parenting 
style to peddle, guaranteeing it will result in a happy and 
well-adjusted kid. 

 You’ve got “gentle parenting,” predicated on respect 
for the child’s feelings and needs. You’ve got “attachment 
parenting,” based on the belief that kids need time to ad-
just to being outside of the womb. You’ve got “free-range 
parenting,” where self-sufficiency reigns supreme. 

 But of all the parenting approaches I’ve come across, 
I’ve never encountered a philosophy that rejects discipline 
altogether. There are lots of conflicting opinions on how 
best to administer that discipline, but I’ve never heard any 
parent or parenting “expert” worth their salt say that a 
mother or father should completely ignore misbehavior 
that threatens the well-being of the child himself. 

 Discipline is in our human DNA. Consider for a mo-
ment what the world would look like if it came to be filled 
with people who had never been taught to reflect on their 
life challenges. People who bristled at the suggestion of 
personal growth.   And yet we become this way with 
God. Even the most “devout” among us shy away from 
occasions of divine constructive criticism. We avoid con-
fession and forego daily examinations of conscience. We 
keep things superficial in our prayer life, avoiding depth 
of heart and real intimacy with God, afraid of what He 
will speak to us. 

But when we do this, we rob ourselves of an opportunity 
to rely on God’s fatherly strength, to rest in His mercy, to 
fill ourselves up with His goodness. We’re putting up our 
hands, saying: “No thanks, Father, I’m good. You can 
keep your discipline. You can keep your grace.” 

When we do this, we are making a beeline for the “narrow 
gate,” sure of our own strength and ability to pass through 
it. All I can say is this, proceed at your own peril. Are you 
so sure of yourself? 
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

607-734-6106
www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioneer 
Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!
www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Investment Management • Tax Planning
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning
(607) 973-2665 

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY
(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 
Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 
www.elliottcs.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight
lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

	 Four Seasons Travel
	 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY


