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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
 Thursday, May 1 
  7:00 p.m.—Adult choir rehearsal—church 
 
 Saturday, May 3 
  3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church 
 
Memorials: 
 
 The Eucharistic Breads or Hosts for the week of 
April 27 — May 3 have been donated in memory of 
Leo W. Hoover—the Hoover family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 
 
 
  
  Pope Francis I 
  Jean Baker 
   John J. Vargo 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE  SCHEDULE: 
 
WOMEN’S RETREATS:  
 
Walking in Friendship with God: “Pilgrims of Hope”—
Friday, May 2nd —Sun., May 4th & Friday and May 
16th—May 17th 
 
May 13th—Fill Your Soul Day 
 “Blessed Are You: A Closer Look at the funda-
 mental Message of Jesus”—With Sr. Carole  
 Cimino, SSJ 
 
June 17th—Fill Your Soul Day—”Poetry and Prayer-
 A presentation for our Jubilee Year” with Fr.  
 Peter Murray, SJ 

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK:  
 

 SPRINGTIME AT SAINT MARY OUR 
MOTHER SCHOOL 

 
 As we welcome the beauty of spring, our students took 
part in Campus  Beautification Day on Friday, April 25th, 
in honor of Earth Day.  This annual tradition allowed our 
students to care for God’s creation by tending to our school 
grounds, planting flowers, and ensuring our campus re-
mains a beautiful and welcoming place for all.  This 
marked the beginning of our exciting spring events—along 
with, hopefully, some warmer weather! 
 
 We also extend a warm invitation to our parish com-
munity to join us for our May Crowning Mass on Friday, 
May 2nd, at 9:00 AM in the Church.  This beautiful cele-
bration honors Mary, our Blessed Mother, and is a cher-
ished tradition for our school.  We especially welcome 
grandparents and special guests, as following Mass, each 
grade will perform a special song in their honor, led by our 
talented music teacher, Mrs. Katy Piet.   
 
 We hope you can join us for these special moments as 
we celebrate the beauty of God’s world and the love of our 
school and parish community! 
 
Blessings, 
Mrs. Heather Bill, Principal,  
St. Mary Our Mother School 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
CRS RICE BOWL  UPDATE: 
 
 Rice Bowl is the official global assistance program of 
the Catholic Church.  We, as a parish, are proud to be a part 
of this effort.  CRS Rice Bowl programs are working to 
alleviate hunger in over 120 countries.  At this time when 
government funding for global assistance is being eliminat-
ed, your rice bowl donation is more important than ever.  If 
you have not already brought your Rice Bowl donation to 
Church, please do so ASAP.   
 
 Continue to pray for the people served by CRS, for the 
CRS workers in the field around the world, and for those 
here at home who promote and support CRS projects. 



Page Three April 27, 2025 St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 

 Wednesday of this week is Ash Wednesday,  the be-
ginning of  the season of Lent.  This season is a sacred 
time for all Christians, leading to the celebration of Easter.  
For those preparing to celebrate the sacraments of Chris-
tian Initiation at Easter as well as those preparing to be 
received into full communion in the Church, Lent is a time 
of prayer and preparation for those sacraments.  For those 
who regularly participate in the life of the Church, the sea-
son of Lent offers us an opportunity to embrace the Lenten 
disciples of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, so that we can 
recommit ourselves to living fully our baptismal promises 
which we will renew on Easter Sunday.  For those who 
have been away from the Church for whatever reason, 
Lent is a time to reconsider renewing that relationship 
once again.  Most of us know someone who is in this latter 
category, so please offer a word of encouragement, invita-
tion, and welcome to our parish.  A great deal has been 
written about the “New Evangelization” that is needed in 
today’s church.  The process of Evangelization begins with 
a word of encouragement and welcome.  Wherever you 
find yourself in your Faith journey, please use Lent 2025 
as a time of spiritual growth and renewal.  

 Today’s bulletin provides information on Lenten op-
portunities available to you at St. Mary Our Mother, as 
well as a Lenten calendar for your use at home. 

 For the past years, we have offered publications for 
your spiritual growth through the Lenten season.  Two of 
these you are familiar with.  The first is “The Word 

Among Us,” which offers a complete liturgical guide for 
the Lenten season, including scripture readings, Mass 
texts, and meditations.  The second publication is “The 

Little Black Book for Lent,” which offers unique readings, 
meditations, and reflections for each day of Lent.  There is 
also a children’s version of this book entitled “The little 

Purple Book for Lent,” which will be distributed to our 
children in both our school and faith formation programs.  
There book will be available on the table in the Vestibule. 

 A traditional devotion in the Church during the Lenten 
season is the public praying of the Stations of the Cross.  

We will publicly pray the Stations each Friday at 5:15 p.m. 
in the chapel.  I invite you and your family to join us for 
this Lenten devotion.  We also  have a long standing prac-
tice of the sixth grade students from St. Mary Our Mother 
School taking the leadership roles in offering a rendition of 
the “Living Stations of the Cross.”  the Living Stations 
will be offered on Wednesday, April 9th at 1:15 and 5:15 

p.m. in the church.  The Living Stations will replace the 
Stations of Friday for that week only. 

  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,   April 28th—Easter Weekday  
6:45 A.M.         Our Faithful Departed  
Tuesday,   April 29—St. Catherine of Siena,                
6:45 A.M.               Marcia  Gretsinger—Ann Gresock 
Wednesday, April 30—Easter Weekday 
6:45 A.M.   Mary & Sid Mann—Mary Navone    
Thursday,   May 1—Easter Weekday 
6:45 A.M.    Joseph Ruhmel—his wife, Janet  
Friday,   May 2—St. Athanasius, Bishop 
6:45 A.M.    Living and deceased members of the 
      6:45 a.m. Mass family  
Saturday,     May 3—Sts. Phillip & James, Apostles   
5:00 P.M.    First Holy Communion 
Sunday,    May 4—Third Sunday of Easter 
8:30 A.M.    First Holy Communion        
10:30 A.M.    First Holy Communion          
     
 

Pastors perspective continued: 

Ninth Station:  Jesus appears to His disciples on the 

shore of  Lake Galilee.  When we are adrift and dispirited, 
You come as a surprise, cooking us breakfast, calling us  
“children.” 

Tenth Station:  Jesus Confirms Primary of Peter.  The 
unity of the Church needs you to  provide in the Successor 
of Peter, its visible source and foundation. 

Eleventh Station:  Jesus entrusts His Disciples with the 

Universal Mission.  I believe because of Christian witness-
es who shared their faith.  Make me a missionary of mercy! 

Twelfth Station:  Jesus ascends into heaven. You ascend 
in Your humanity to heaven to give us access to the  
Father’s house and to God’s life.. 
 
Thirteenth Station: Mary and the Disciples await the 
Holy Spirit’s Pentecost.  Thank You for the Gift of the One 
who reminds us of all You said and who forms us in the life 
of prayer.   
 
Fourteenth Station:  Jesus sends the Spirit promised by 
the Father to His Disciples.  Lost though we are in a state 
of deformity, the Holy Spirit restores our original beauty 
and fills us with grace. 
 
 Have a great week and continue to enjoy these Easter 
days.  Please continue to take care of yourself and each  
other! 
 
        Fr. L.  
 
  
 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 
 It is my hope that you and your family enjoyed a 
very Blessed and Happy Easter!  I was edified of the 
many people who joined us for our Holy Week and East-
er liturgies.  Hopefully, this is a positive sign of people 
feeling more comfortable in social and in-church gather-
ings.   
 
 A Popular devotion of many people during the sea-
son of Lent is the praying of the Stations of the Cross, a 
prayer that invites us to focus on the Way of the Cross, 
on the last hours of Jesus prior to His crucifixion and 
death.  The following is a reflection on the Stations of the 
Cross authored by Father Peter Cameron, O.P., which 
used the format of the Stations of the Cross to reflect on 
the Resurrection and Mercy of God.  Since this is the 
Second Sunday of Easter, sometimes referred to as Di-
vine Mercy Sunday, I thought today would be a good 
time to offer these to you.  I believe you will find these 
reflections quite insightful.   
  
First Station:  Jesus rises from the dead.  At Your ris-
ing the peace, the forgiveness, the display of Your 
wounds are healing and mercy for me. 
   
Second Station:  The Disciples find the empty tomb. 
The emptiness inside of me is a crushing sore.  The mer-
cy of Your empty tomb frees me and fills me. 
 
Third Station:  Jesus appears to Mary of Magdala.   
To a frantic Mary who wants to carry away Your body, 
You appear in Risen mercy to carry her away. 
 
Fourth Station:  Jesus walks with the disciples to Em-
maus.  To the two discouraged disciples, Your mercy 
appears as a sudden accompaniment.  Walk with Me! 
 
Fifth Station:  Jesus reveals Himself through the 
breaking of the Bread.  All that our heart craves abides 
in the Last Supper bread breaking.  Break through my 
forgetfulness! 
 
Sixth Station:  Jesus appears to the Disciples.  You 
appear in Your humanity: eating, consoling, ridding fear.  
By Your mercy, help me to be more human.  
 
Seventh Station:  Jesus confers on His Disciples the 
power to forgive Sins.   You give not the ability to live 
without sinning, but the power to forgive sin—the great-
est mercy! 
 
Eighth Station:  Jesus Confirms Thomas in Faith.   
In Your mercy, doubt will not gain the upper hand.  
Touching the wound in Your hands reclaims us. 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 
Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant 

Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 
Michelle Card, Business Manager 

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 
Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 
E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 

811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 
 

FROM OUR SOCIAL MINISTRY GROUP:  Ju-
bilee Year Reflection/Action:  
 

TANGIBLE SIGNS OF HOPE 
 
 During this holy Jubilee Year, Pope Francis asks us to 
be alert to the opportunities to be a tangible sign of hope 
for brothers and sisters who experience hardships of any 
kind.  Pregnant and parenting moms-in-need are in our par-
ishes, our neighborhoods, and in the wider community.  As 
Pope Francis reminds us, our parishes need to be “islands 
of mercy in the midst of the sea of indifference.”  72 mil-
lion people nationwide rely on Medicaid and the Child 
Health Insurance Program for health care, this includes 
many low-income pregnant women, new mothers and their 
babies/children.  Programs like Medicaid help neighbors-in
-need access otherwise unaffordable health care– this pro-
motes human dignity and the well-being of our people, es-
pecially the children.  A healthy population is a national 
security issue. 
 
 Contact our US House Representative, Nick Langwor-
thy (Corning office 607-377-3130) and leave this message: 
 
   Please oppose any proposals that cut or restrict ac-
cess to Medicaid or the Child Health Insurance Program.  
Many of our neighbors, especially pregnant women and 
children,  need this health insurance.  We are happy that 
our taxes help our neighbors access health care.   
 
 Be sure to leave your name and county.  This phone 
call will take a minute or two, but can make a big impact.  
Thank you for caring. 
 
 
CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL:   
 STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH AT HOME: 
 
 Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today!  
Nearly 40% of dioceses in the United States and its current 
and former territories are considered mission territories 
because they are unable to fund essential pastoral activities 
for their communities.  Your support funds religious educa-
tion, seminary formation, lay ministry training, and other 
programs that build vibrant faith communities right here in 
the United States.  Please be generous.  Find more infor-
mation at www.usccb.org/home-missions. 
 
 
FILL  YOUR SOUL DAY:   
 
“ Blessed Are You: A Closer Look at the Fundamental 
Message of Jesus, with Sr. Carol Cimino, SSJ.   
 
 This day-long reflection will examine each of the Beat-
itudes in the context of Jesus’ total message and how they 
can transform our own “attitude” toward our lives.   
 
 Register online at www.notredameretreat.org or  
 585-394-5700 

ST. MARY OUR MOTHER SCHOOL ANNUAL 
LEGACY GALA: 
 
 St. Mary Our Mother School invites you to  our annual 
Legacy Gala—a special evening of celebration and support 
for Catholic education!  This year’s event will take place 
on Friday, May 30th, from 7:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M. at 
the Elmira Country Club. 
 
 Enjoy an exciting night of entertainment, including live 
music, a live auction, a silent auction, heavy hors d’oeu-
vres, a cash bar, and multiple raffles, including our Big 
Money Raffle! 
 
 Big Money Raffle Tickets are $100 each, giving you 
a chance to win one of three prizes:  $500, $1,000, or 
$5,000!  Tickets will be available for purchase after Satur-
day 5:00 P.M. Mass and Sunday 8:30 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. 
Masses on select weekends. 
 
 We hope you will join us for this wonderful evening 
and help support St. Mary Our Mother School.  Your gen-
erosity directly benefits our students and ensures the con-
tinued success of our school community. 
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PRACTICING) CATHOLIC – BENEATH THE 
SURFACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Mini Reflection: It does sound unbelievable, the story 
of the Resurrection. But lots of things are unbelievable. 
That doesn’t mean they’re not true. Take Thomas’ exam-
ple: stay close to the people you trust. Be willing to rec-
ognize Jesus when He’s in front of you.  
 

Wonder, Don’t Wander 
My daughter recently asked me if it’s okay to “wonder if 
all the Jesus stuff is true.” 
 

I wasn’t surprised by her question. I’ve expected it, in 
fact. If you’re raising a child to be a critical thinker, you 
don’t want them to accept everything you tell them 
simply because it comes from your lips. I have promised 
my children that I will always give them the truth about 
God. But that’s all I can do — give it to them. Whether 
or not they accept it, ultimately, is their own choice. 
 
“I know it’s true,” she told me. “But sometimes it just all 
sounds so…unbelievable.” 
 

She’s not wrong. It does sound unbelievable that an all-
powerful God could create us for no reason other than 
sheer love, that He could be generous enough to give us 
free will to accept that love, that He could be merciful 
enough not to destroy us when we reject that love, and 
finally that he could be faithful enough in that love to 
become flesh and die in order to save us from the conse-
quences of our own poor choices. 
 
But lots of things are unbelievable. That doesn’t mean 
they’re not true.  
 
When Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed,” He isn’t calling Thomas a fool for 
questioning something that sounds a little outrageous. 
He’s just highlighting the fact that Thomas is afforded a 
luxury that none of the Christians born after him, my 
daughter included, will have: he gets to see proof with 
his own eyes. 
 
I told my daughter it’s fine to wonder — just don’t wan-
der. Take Thomas’ example. Stay close to the people 
you trust. Return to the warmth of the upper room. Be 
willing to recognize Jesus when He’s in front of you. 
Never be afraid to believe. 
 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

The World Is Watching: 
 

 If you’re a parent, you know this to be true: the 
world is watching. All it takes is one slip-up — one bad 
word, one selfish action, one uncharitable commentary, 
and that’s the thing your child seems to notice. 
 
 When he or she calls you on it, the only thing you 
can do is come clean. “Yep, I did that,” you have to say. 
“I’m a work in progress, but luckily, God never stops 
working.” 
 
 I think it’s fair to say that we don’t think enough 
about the wounds of Christ. It’s a little understandable, 
of course. Our human bodies flinch at the sight of such 
pain and mortification. It’s a lot to handle, the physical 
trauma of a crucifixion. It carries an R rating in a PG 
world.  
 
 But the wounds of Christ are the only thing that 
could make Thomas believe. Literally nothing else was 
so powerful, not even the testimony of his most trusted 
friends. Only by looking at and feeling the torn flesh — 
by beholding that messy reality — did this Apostle, this 
actual companion of Christ, come to believe in the Res-
urrection. 
 
 “Christ has no body now but yours,” goes the famous 
quote attributed to St. Teresa of Avila. What she’s saying 
is that we have become the means through which God 
chooses to accomplish His will in the world. Us, the bro-
ken. Us, the weary. Us, the imperfect. Yes, miraculous 
events and apparitions still occur from time to time, but 
by and large, if a person is going to come to believe in 
Jesus Christ in this day and age, it will be because of 
something we Christians do or say.  
 
 Christ has no wounds now but ours. Our brokenness, 
our weariness, our imperfection — our reality. It all be-
longs to him, and the world is watching. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

607-734-6106
www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Lorne Searight

lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioneer 
Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!
www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Investment Management • Tax Planning
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning
(607) 973-2665 

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY
(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 
Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 
www.elliottcs.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight
lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

	 Four Seasons Travel
	 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY


