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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
  
Tuesday, March   25 
  3:45 p.m.—Faith Formation  classes—school 
   
Thursday, March  27 
  7:00 p.m.—Adult Choir rehearsal– church 
 
Saturday,  March 29 
  3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church 
    
 
  
 
  
  Gary Cerio 
  Mary Jean Gray 
  Barbara Grebleski 
  Caterina Ruggiero 
  
  
 
  
MEMORIALS: 
 
 The Icon candle for the week of March 23—29 has 
been donated in memory of Marlene Fiorini by Mary and 
Tom Sweet. 
 
 The Sanctuary candle for the week of March 23—29 
has been donated in memory of Kathleen Marzec by Mary 
and Tom Sweet. 
 
 
  
 MEMORIALS:  Any one of our regularly scheduled 
Masses may be offered for a specific intention—in memory 
of a deceased person, for a sick person’s recovery, for a 
special birthday or anniversary or other occasion.  Ar-
rangements may be made by contacting the parish office at 
607-739-3817. 
 
 
 
EASTER FLOWERS: 
 
 The sign up form for Easter lilies has been posted on 
the Church bulletin board.  The deadline to be included for 
Easter, 2025  is March 28th. 
 
 

 2025 LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 
Daily Mass: 
  6:45 a.m.—Monday through Friday 
 
Sacrament of Penance: 
  3:30 p.m. — Saturday 
       11:30 a.m.—Wednesday, April 2nd—Diocesan  
     Day of Penance, Sacrament available
     until 5:30 p.m. 
 
Stations of the Cross: 
  1:15 p.m.—Fridays with St. Mary Our Mother  
     School (when school is in session) 
  5:30 p.m.—Fridays of Lent (except Friday, April 
     11th) 
  St. Mary Our Mother School Living Stations of the 
  Cross 
  1:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.—Wednesday, April 9, 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
A CHALLENGING CATHOLIC RELIEF SER-
VICES  ANNIVERSARY YEAR: 
 
 CRS Rice Bowl reported having received a letter from 
Pope Francis earlier this year on the occasion of their 50th 
anniversary.  In his letter the Pope says, “I renew my best 
wishes this anniversary, and upon all who support Rice 
Bowl, I invoke Almighty God’s blessings of wisdom, hope, 
and strength.”  As we journey through Lent, let us join in 
praying for the health of Pope Francis and the needs of our 
global family. 
 
 Last week at our weekend Liturgies, Deacon Mark 
Robbins spoke of the work of CRS in assisting over 100 
countries in the fields of health, education, farming, and 
nutrition.  He pointed out that this anniversary year has be-
come a very difficult and challenging year with the recent 
dissolution and uncertain future of USAID.  CRS receives a 
sizable portion of their funding through USAID as well as 
donations from donors like our parish and school.  Hopeful-
ly, the sacrifices made by the Rice Bowl donors will help 
CRS to weather the current storm. 
  
 Deacon Mark closed his homily with these words of 
Pope Francis, “Never think that you have nothing to offer 
or that nobody needs you.  Many people need you.”   We 
need to remember in our hearts that many people out there 
need us.  Rice Bowl is a bridge to those brothers and sisters 
in need.  Consider being a part of that bridge this Lenten 
season 
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
 

 Wednesday of this week is Ash Wednesday,  the be-
ginning of  the season of Lent.  This season is a sacred 
time for all Christians, leading to the celebration of Easter.  
For those preparing to celebrate the sacraments of Chris-
tian Initiation at Easter as well as those preparing to be 
received into full communion in the Church, Lent is a time 
of prayer and preparation for those sacraments.  For those 
who regularly participate in the life of the Church, the sea-
son of Lent offers us an opportunity to embrace the Lenten 
disciples of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, so that we can 
recommit ourselves to living fully our baptismal promises 
which we will renew on Easter Sunday.  For those who 
have been away from the Church for whatever reason, 
Lent is a time to reconsider renewing that relationship 
once again.  Most of us know someone who is in this latter 
category, so please offer a word of encouragement, invita-
tion, and welcome to our parish.  A great deal has been 
written about the “New Evangelization” that is needed in 
today’s church.  The process of Evangelization begins with 
a word of encouragement and welcome.  Wherever you 
find yourself in your Faith journey, please use Lent 2025 
as a time of spiritual growth and renewal.  

 Today’s bulletin provides information on Lenten op-
portunities available to you at St. Mary Our Mother, as 
well as a Lenten calendar for your use at home. 

 For the past years, we have offered publications for 
your spiritual growth through the Lenten season.  Two of 
these you are familiar with.  The first is “The Word 

Among Us,” which offers a complete liturgical guide for 
the Lenten season, including scripture readings, Mass 
texts, and meditations.  The second publication is “The 

Little Black Book for Lent,” which offers unique readings, 
meditations, and reflections for each day of Lent.  There is 
also a children’s version of this book entitled “The little 

Purple Book for Lent,” which will be distributed to our 
children in both our school and faith formation programs.  
There book will be available on the table in the Vestibule. 

 A traditional devotion in the Church during the Lenten 
season is the public praying of the Stations of the Cross.  

We will publicly pray the Stations each Friday at 5:15 p.m. 
in the chapel.  I invite you and your family to join us for 
this Lenten devotion.  We also  have a long standing prac-
tice of the sixth grade students from St. Mary Our Mother 
School taking the leadership roles in offering a rendition of 
the “Living Stations of the Cross.”  the Living Stations 
will be offered on Wednesday, April 9th at 1:15 and 5:15 

p.m. in the church.  The Living Stations will replace the 
Stations of Friday for that week only. 

  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,   March 24— Lenten Weekday    
6:45 A.M.   Our faithful departed 
Tuesday,   March 25—The Annunciation of the  6
     Lord 
6:45 A.M.   Living and deceased of the Amisano & 
     Lanahan families—Adele Lanahan 
Wednesday, March 26—Lenten Weekday 
 6:45 A.M.   Louise Lordi—Patti Pautz 
Thursday,   March 27 —Lenten Weekday  
6:45 A.M.   Margaret Bellizia—family 
Friday,   March 28—Lenten Weekday 
6:45 A.M.   Deceased of the Curtin family 
Saturday,  March 29—Lenten Weekday 
5:00 P.M.   Donna Berry—Jane Gallagher  
Sunday,  March 30—Fourth Sunday of Lent  
8:30 A.M.    Deceased members of the Driscoll  
     family—family  
10:30 A.M.   Francis, Paul, Tom & Zack Stermer—
     family       
 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Perspective continued: 
 
 The priest will then pray the words of forgiveness and 
absolution in the name of the Church, extending his hand 
over the penitent.  There are then brief words praising God 
whose mercy is endless.  Then the penitent goes in peace. 

 Two things are important to remember when celebrat-
ing the individual form of the Sacrament of Penance.  First, 
don’t worry about the order of the service; the priest is 
there to guide you through.  Your responsibility is to know 
your sins and truly be sorry for them.  Second, and perhaps 
more important, remember that mercy and forgiveness of 
God are waiting for you, even before you decided to cele-
brate this sacrament.  The purpose of this sacrament is an 
opportunity to encounter Christ and to receive the merciful 
and loving forgiveness that Christ offers you. 

 I hope these insights are helpful as we prepare to cele-
brate the Diocesan Day of Penance and Mercy on Wednes-
day, April 2nd. 

 Have a great third week of Lent.  Please continue to 
take care of yourself and each other. 

       Fr. L. 

 

 

 

 

  

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE: 
  
 Our parish bulletin since the beginning of Lent has 
had information about the diocesan wide “Day of Pen-
ance and Mercy” on Wednesday, April 2nd.  On this 
day, all parishes throughout the diocese will be “Open 
for Forgiveness,” affording people an opportunity to cel-
ebrate the Sacrament of Penance individually.  Three 
priests will be available that day from 11:30 a.m.—6:00 
p.m. 
 
 When people have not availed themselves to this sac-
rament for a while, they often will say, “I don’t know 
how to celebrate this sacrament anymore, “or I feel em-
barrassed that I don’t know the procedures of the sacra-
ment,” or “I am not sure what I should confess anymore; 
what really is a sin these days?” or “I can’t remember 
the Act of Contrition”, or “I don’t even know where the 
reconciliation rooms or confessional are in our church.” 
 
 First of all, the reconciliation rooms at St. Mary Our 
Mother are located to the west side of the vestibule, adja-
cent to the Eucharistic Chapel.  Both rooms offer the  
penitent the choice of either kneeling and remaining 
anonymous, or being seated face to face with the priest. 
 
 The Sacrament of Penance begins with the Sign of 
the Cross, with a greeting and invitation from the priest, 
reminding the penitent of the mercy of God.  Then there 
is a reference to scripture, usually a verse or two remind-
ing the penitent to be open to the mercy of God.  The 
penitent may also reference a brief scripture text that 
would be appropriate to their situation. 
  
 Having examined their consciences beforehand, the 
penitent then confesses his or her sins.  If necessary, the 
priest may be helpful in helping the penitent articulate 
sins, and may offer spiritual counsel.  It is important to 
remember that their priest here is not a judge in this situ-
ation, or a social worker or psychiatrist, but a kind of 
spiritual physician seeking to heal the wounds of sin. 
 
 The priest then proposes an act of penance, usually 
some form of prayer, scripture or spiritual reading, fast-
ing, or good works.  The penitent accepts it as a means of 
amending one’s life.  The rite of the sacrament makes 
reference to a “firm purpose of amendment of one’s life” 
is necessary on the part of the penitent when receiving 
the sacrament.  The penitent then expresses sorrow for 
sin by making an “Act of Contrition.”  Please don’t be 
concerned that you do not remember it, or you may for-
get it while you are celebrating the sacrament.  We have 
printed versions of a number of this prayer in each con-
fessional.  Simply saying the words sincerely “Lord Je-
sus, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner,” is ac-
ceptable. 
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 

Rev. Peter T. Singano, in Residence 

Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant 

 Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 

Mrs. Heather Bill, School Principal 

Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 

Michelle Card, Business Manager 

Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 

Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 

Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 

Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 

Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 

Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 

Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-3817 

Fax ............................................................ (607)-739-5628 

E-mail ....................................................... smomc@dor.org 

Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 

811 Westlake Street .................................. (607)-739-9157 

E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 

School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 

Religious Education Office 

816 West Broad Street .............................. (607)-739-8214 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK:  Staff Retreat 
Day—March 24th 
 
 On Monday, March 24th our school will be closed for 
a Staff Retreat Day, and our faculty and staff will be 
spending the day at  the Elmira Community Kitchen, pre-
paring a meal for those in need.   
 
 This day of service provides a wonderful opportunity 
for our staff to come together as a team and give back to 
the community.  It’s a meaningful way for us to live out 
our faith and teach the importance of compassion and ser-
vice to others. 
 
 We appreciate your ongoing support as we continue to 
grow as a school and a community.  Please keep us in your 
prayers as we take part in this outreach, and we thank you 
for being a part of our mission to serve.  
 
Blessings, 
Mrs. Heather Bill,  
Principal, St. Mary Our Mother School 
 
 
 
 
 
St. MARY OUR MOTHER SCHOOL ANNUAL 
LEGACY GALA: 
 
 St. Mary Our Mother School invites you to  our annual 
Legacy Gala—a special evening of celebration and support 
for Catholic education!  This year’s event will take place 
on Friday, May 30th, from 7:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M. at 
the Elmira Country Club. 
 
 Enjoy an exciting night of entertainment, including live 
music, a live auction, a silent auction, heavy hors d’oeu-
vres, a cash bar, and multiple raffles, including our Big 
Money Raffle! 
 
 Big Money Raffle Tickets are $100 each, giving you 
a chance to win one of three prizes:  $500, $1,000, or 
$5,000!  Tickets will be available for purchase after Satur-
day 5:00 P.M. Mass and Sunday 8:30 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. 
Masses on select weekends. 
 
 We hope you will join us for this wonderful evening 
and help support St. Mary Our Mother School.  Your gen-
erosity directly benefits our students and ensures the con-
tinued success of our school community. 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE LENTEN OP-
PORTUNITIES: 

Weekend, March 28-30— Spiritual Exercises as GPS 
with Roc O’Connor, SJ—Friday 5:00 p.m.—Sunday noon. 

 For more details and updates about these events:  
www.notredameretreat.org, www.facebook, com/ND Spir-
ituality 585-394-5700 

 

NEW TOP THREE FOOD ITEMS ON THE  
PANTRY’S WISH LIST: 

 
The Horseheads Food Pantry is most thankful to the people 
of St. Mary Our Mother for their ongoing food donations.  
The top three on their wish list now are: 
 
 * boxes of instant mashed potatoes 
 * Jiffy corn muffin mix 
 *cake mixes and icings 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP: Stoking 
the Lenten Fire 
 

 I think we all can acknowledge that there’s a certain 
fatigue that comes over us all as we near the end of the 
Lenten season. Next week is Laetare Sunday, and I find 
that as soon as those pink vestments start coming out of 

storage, our collective motivation begins to wane. 
 
 I get that. Maybe you’re fatigued — I am, too. May-
be you’re doing well in your resolutions and devotions 
but you’re in danger of coasting. Or maybe, like many of 
us this year or in past years, you don’t feel that you have 
even really begun your Lenten journey. 

 Either way, chances are that the fire that was in your 
belly on Ash Wednesday is burning a bit low. All fires 
eventually do, once they consume whatever fuels them. 
So here we would do well to remember what fuels our 
Lenten fire. 

 Sometimes we make resolutions that have the ap-
pearance of being spiritual, but also have an earthly mo-
tive. We give up chocolate hoping to lose weight. We 
stop gossiping so our friends may like us more. There is 
nothing wrong with these sacrifices — just with their 

motivations. 

As Moses removes his sandals to approach the burning 
bush, he sees that the fire burns brightly, strongly — but 
does not consume. It is propelled by something inex-
haustible, something which is not of this world. 

Is your Lenten fire fueled by God? Are you daily surren-
dering yourself to the same voice that boomed from the 
bush in Genesis — the voice that commanded the Israel-
ites to do what seemed like the impossible? 

 
 

CATHOLIC REFUGEE MINISTRIES:   
  LETTER OF POPE FRANCIS TO THE U.S.  
 BISHOPS, Feb. 10, 2025 –Part 2 0f 3 
 
4. “I have followed closely the major crisis that is tak-

ing place in the United States with the initiation of a 
program of mass deportations.  The rightly formed 
conscience cannot fail to make a critical judgment 
and express its disagreement with any measure that 
tacitly or explicitly identifies the illegal status of 
some migrants with criminality.  At the same time, 
one must recognize the right of a nation to defend it-
self and keep communities safe from those who have 
committed violent or serious crimes while in the 
country or prior to arrival.  That said, the act of de-
porting people who in many cases have left their own 
land for reasons of extreme poverty, insecurity, ex-
ploitation, persecution, serious or deterioration of the 
environment, damages the dignity of many men and 
women, and of entire families, and places them in a 
state of particular vulnerability and defenselessness.” 

  
5. “This is not a minor issue: an authentic rule of law is 

verified precisely in the dignified treatment that all 
people deserve, especially the poorest and most mar-
ginalized.  The true common good is promoted when 
society and government, with creativity and strict 
respect for the rights of all—as I have affirmed on 
numerous occasions—welcomes, protects, promotes 
and integrates the most fragile, unprotected and vul-
nerable.  This does not impede the development of a 
policy that regulates orderly and legal migration.  
However, this development cannot come about 
through the privilege of some and the sacrifice 

 of others.  What is built on the basis of force and 
 not on the truth about the equal dignity of every   
 human being, begins badly and will end badly.” 
 
6. “Christians know very well that it is only by affirm-

ing the infinite dignity of all that our own identity as 
persons and as communities reaches its maturity.  
Christian love is not a concentric expansion of inter-
ests that little by little extend to other persons and 
groups.  In other words: the human person is not a 
mere individual, relatively expansive, with some 
philanthropic feelings! The human person is a sub-
ject with dignity who, through the constitutive rela-
tionship with all, especially with the poorest, can 
gradually mature in his identity and vocation. The 
true ordo amoris that must be promoted is that which 
we discover by meditating constantly on the parable 
of the “Good Samaritan” (Lk 10:25-37, that is, by 
meditating on the love that builds a fraternity open to 
all, without exception.   

 
       ...to be concluded next week 
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

607-734-6106
www.bouilleelectric.com

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioneer 
Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!

No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!
www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

Open Daily 6am-10pm
2898 Westinghouse Rd, Horseheads, NY 14845 

(In Village Plaza)

(607) 796-2191
horseheadsjubilee.com

Delivery Through

Follow Us On:

Investment Management • Tax Planning
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

Financial Planning
(607) 973-2665 

www.AlsworthCapital.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

2058 College Ave, Elmira Heights, NY
(607) 734-1492

Your Neighborhood Destination for 
Heartfelt Gifts and Beautiful Cards!

EXCAVATION • SITE DEVELOPMENT • ASPHALT

CONCRETE: PADS, SIDEWALKS, RETAINING WALLS & FOUNDATIONS

SEPTIC SYSTEM INVESTIGATION & INSTALLATION • UTILITY WORK

GRAVEL, STONE, & TOPSOIL DELIVERIES

Residential & Commercial Site Work

Co. Rte. 125, Campbell, NY 14821 
www.elliottcs.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lorne Searight
lsearight@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6460

"Always working for you...I don't go home, until you go HOME!"

(Lenora) Sue Larson
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

ABR/GRI/AHWD

Cell 607-731-2831
215 WEST CHURCH ST.

ELMIRA, NY 14901

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R

www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

 Four Seasons Travel
 of Elmira, LLC

Call Julius Carozza, Parishioner
(607) 733-8111

Fourseasonstravel.com

319 W. Church St. • Elmira, NY


