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WEEKLY CALENDAR: 
 
Sunday, December 8 
 5:00 p.m.—Service of Lessons & Carols 
      First United Methodist Church 
      1034 West Broad Street, Horseheads 
 
Tuesday, December 10 
 3:45 p.m.  —Faith Formation classes—school 
 
Thursday, December 12 
 7:00 p.m.-  Adult Choir rehearsal—church 
 
Saturday, December  14 
 3:30 p.m. —Sacrament of Penance—church 
 
  
 
In the peace of Christ: 
 
  Dr. Ellen Cain   
 Thomas Marshall 
 James Negri 
 Jean Scaptura 
 
 
PARISH CALENDARS: 
 
 Our parish calendars have been delayed this year.  
There was a production issue at the company which prints 
our calendars.  Hopefully, they will arrive soon.  Thank 
you for your understanding. 
 
 
SERVICE PROJECTS: SHARING THE JOY OF 
CHRISTMAS:   
 
 As we celebrate this joyful season, our students and 
staff are fully immersed in honoring the birth of Christ.  
Through meaningful service projects, we strive to live out 
His message of love and compassion by reaching out to 
those in need.   
 
Highlights of Our Service Efforts: 
 
 Horseheads Food Pantry Christmas Project: We 
 are collecting non perishable food items to support 
 local families. 
 Coat Drive Success: A heartfelt thank you to Mrs. 
 Coseo for organizing our school wide effort to provide 
 warmth to families.  Together, we collected  over 50 
 coats, a testament to our school’s commitment  to 
 serving others. 
 
These projects help us reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas and inspire us to follow Christ’s example of 
serving others.  Thank you for supporting our students as 
they live out this important mission! 
 
With gratitude, Mrs. Heather Bill, Principal 
  

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 
SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS 
 Sunday, December 8, 2024 
 5:00 p.m.—First United Methodist Church 
    1034 West Broad Street 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 Saturday: 3:30 p.m. 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 Monday, December 9, 2024 
 6:45 a.m.—Mass—Immaculate Conception 
 9:00 a.m.—Mass—Immaculate Conception 
 5:30 p.m.—Mass—Immaculate Conception 
 
ST. MARY OUR MOTHER SCHOOL  
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 6:30 p.m.—Wednesday, December 18 
 9:00 a.m.—-Thursday, December 19 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT MASSES 
Saturday, December 21 
 5:00 p.m.—Mass —Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 22 
 8:30 a.m. —Mass—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 10:30 a.m.—Mass—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Tuesday, December 24, 2024 
 3:00 p.m.—Christmas Family Mass 
 5:00 p.m.—Christmas Mass 
 9:30 p.m.—Adult Choral Concert 
     10:00 p.m.—Christmas Mass During the Night 
    (formerly known as “Midnight Mass”) 
 
Wednesday, December 25, 2024 
 9:00 a.m.—Christmas Mass 
Blessing of Christmas gifts at Christmas Morning Mass 
 
No Mass on Thursday, December 26th.   
 
HOLY FAMILY 
Saturday/Sunday-December 28/29, 2024 
 
Regular weekend Mass Schedule 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY MASSES 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Tuesday, December 31, 2024 
 5:00 p.m.-Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Wednesday, January 1, 2025 
 9:00 a.m. –Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 
No Mass on January 2, 2025 
 
SOLEMNITYOF THE EPIPHANY 
 Saturday/Sunday—January 4/5, 2025 
 
Regular Weekend Schedule 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday,     December 9, The Immaculate Concept-
     ion of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
6:45 A.M.   Cam Leszyk—Mary Beth O’Brien  
9:00 A.M.   Roberta Hess—faculty and staff of St.
     Mary Our Mother School 
5:30 P.M.   Bridget Wetmore—Mary Navone & 
     family  
Tuesday,     December 10, Advent Weekday 
6:45 A.M.   Joseph Guglielmo—Dawn and Robert 
     Fischer 
Wednesday,    December 11, Advent Weekday 
6:45 A.M.     Faithful departed  
Thursday,        December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
6:45 A.M.    Manching Borja—the Lapitans         
Friday,    December 13, St Lucy-Virgin/Martyr 
6:45 AM   Living and deceased members of the 
     6:45 Mass family.   
Saturday,   December14, St. John of the Cross 
5:00 P.M   Josephine & Henry Ryan—Mary  
     & Jim Carr   
Sunday ,   December 15 Third Sunday of Advent  
 8:30 A.M.   Joseph Addabbo—JoAnn Barbieri   
10:30 AM    Eddie Jadoski—-his loving family   
        
 
Pastors perspective continued: 
 
9. I promise to begin this day, by leading my family to 

Church and to God’s table—to receive the Bread of 
Life.   

 
10. I promise today and every day to give “Glory to God  
 in the Highest”—and to work and pray for “Peace on 
 earth to all of good will.”   
 
 Have a blessed Second Week of Advent.  I look for-
ward to seeing many of you at this afternoon’s Service of 
Lesson and Carols.  Please take care of yourself and each 
other. 
       Fr. L, 
 
 
 
A Prayer for The Second Sunday of Advent:. 
 
 Father, prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth joy-
fully! We thank you for faithfully doing what you prom-
ised long ago when you sent your Son to earth so that we 
might have the chance to become part of your family. Let 
the promise of your second coming inspire us to live with 
hope and purpose. 
 
 As we wait for your plan to unfold, give us the pa-
tience we need. Remind us of the peace we can access 
when we take time to still ourselves before you and re-
member that you are God. We thank you that you are both 
sovereign and gracious. 
 
 Help us to find rest in the midst of what feels like cha-
os in our world. Amen. 

PASTOR’S PERSPCTIVE: 
 
 We have arrived at the Second Sunday of Advent.  
Each year, Advent presents us with an invitation and chal-
lenge to take some time during these extremely busy and 
hectic December days to slow down and to be  more aware 
of God’s presence among us.  Years ago, St. John the 
Baptist preached this message and encouraged people to 
listen to his message as he proclaimed to the people of his 
time  the coming of Jesus.  Advent is a season of anticipa-
tion, joy, and hope that comes from the knowledge that 
God is in our midst.  During these Advent days, I would 
encourage you to allow God to comfort you and to help 
relieve any anxiety that you might be experiencing that 
prevents you from fully entering into the joy of this season. 
 
 Many of you may remember the late Father Joseph F. 
Hogan.  Father Hogan served as the pastor of St. Vincent 
de Paul Church in Corning from 1964-1983.  Father Ho-
gan also served as the first chaplain at Notre Dame High 
School from 1955-1961.  Upon his retirement, Father Ho-
gan came to live at St. Patrick Church, Elmira, with the 
then pastor, Father Daniel F. Holland and myself.  When 
he was assigned to be the homilist for the weekend Masses  
during the season of Advent, St. Patrick had four weekend 
Masses, (all parishes in Chemung County had 4-5 weekend 
Masses in those days—how times have changed!)  Father 
Hogan would include the following poem in his homily.  I 
am not sure of the author, but it is entitled I Promise: My 
Christmas Pledge: 
 
1. I promise to make my Christmas a holy day with 

Christ—not a holyday without Him. 
 
2. I promise to observe Christmas as the birthday of 

Christ—not just a day to give and receive material 
gifts. 

 
3.  I promise to remember that the real symbols of 
 Christmas are the Star, the Stable, and the Crib—not 
 Santa and his reindeer. 
 
4. I promise to teach my children that “Santa Claus” is 

the nickname for Saint Nicholas, who gave to the poor 
in honor of Christ.  

 
5. I promise to help one poor family—in honor of Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph, the poor and homeless family of 
Bethlehem.   

 
6. I promise to send Christmas cards remindful of  
 Jesus, the Infant Savior—not decorated only with
 candy canes, gold ribbons and wreaths. 
 
7. I promise to make room in my home for Christ—with a 

Christmas Crib-to remind me that He was born in a 
stable. 

 
8. I promise during this season, in a special way, to hon-
 or Mary, His mother—who kept the first Christmas 
 vigil beside the manger.   
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CHRISTMAS CARING PROGRAM 2024  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this Christmas season of giving  and caring, we, at St. 
Mary Our Mother, are reaching out to the clients of the 
Food Pantry in four special ways: 
 
• Making a monetary donation so the pantry can supply 

meat and fresh food for the Christmas meal and the 
holiday week.  Envelopes will be provided on the 
tables in back of the church for this purpose. 

 
• Increasing our donations of canned and dried food to 

the vestibule food cart so the pantry clients have 
healthy and adequate food for the Christmas holidays.   

 
• Bringing a Christmas ornament that you offer to a 

needy family.  Please hang the ornament on our 
Christmas Caring tree in the back of the church.  The 
ornaments will be taken to the pantry so the families 
and children can pick an ornament for their tree as a 
reminder that we care for them.  

 
• Purchasing a book for a young child (age preschool 

through elementary school age) whose family visits 
the pantry.  Place your book offering in the box 
provided in the vestibule.   

 
  This program is now in progress and will run until 
December 12.  Donation envelopes are available in the 
vestibule along with a box for your book donation to a 
young child.  The Christmas Caring trees are standing 
proudly in the back of the church awaiting more 
ornaments.  The program will conclude the week of 
December 12th.  
 
 The Social Ministry Committee invites and 
encourages all parishioners to participate in this, our 
Christmas Caring Program, in any one or more of the four 
ways above.  Please be involved in spreading joy and 
showing love and concern for our neighbors in need. 
 

WOUNDED HEALERS: 
 
 The Wounded Healers’ Bereavement Support Group 
meeting will be offered on Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 
7:00 p.m. at St. Mary Our Mother School, 811 Westlake 
St., Horseheads NY.   Use the door of the school across 
from the playground .  You may want to bring a picture or 
two of  your loved one who died, or a momento of signifi-
cance.  Each one has a personal grief journey so we are 
open to listen, and are careful to not dogmatize with 
“shoulds”.  “We welcome those who are grieving the death 
of a loved one to this sharing; as you are each hoping to 
find encouragement, insight, and normalization from each 
other.  You may share or you may just listen.  We encour-
age you to be sensitive to  your own needs.  ALL are wel-
come.  We strive to provide a safe, confidential , and open 
place where our motto remains, “We see healing in the 
very act of helping.” 

 
MINISTERIAL STAFF 

 
Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Peter Singano, in Residence 
Miss Lily Barr, Faith Formation Assistant 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Heather Bill, Principal 
Mrs. Adriana Enright, School Secretary 
Michelle Card, Business Manager 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Ms. Wendy Slater, Office Assistant 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Bulletin Editor 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office 
816 West Broad Street ......................(607)-739-3817 
Fax ....................................................(607)-739-5628 
E-mail ............................................. smomc@dor.org 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street ..........................(607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School  
Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
 Faith Formation Office 
816 West Broad Street ......................(607)-739-8214 
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 NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE EVENTS: 
 
December 11— Fill Your Soul Day  

 “Time Management: Making time for God, 
 Self and Others”—Michael Wischnowski.PhD 

January 10-12—Men & Women– The 12 Steps & 
 Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola.  “The 
 Journey From Reformation to Transformation” w/Fr. 
 Gerry McKeon, S.H. 

CORE RETREAT WEEKENDS: 

 Men’s weekends:  January 17-19 and January 31-
 February 2 

 Couple’s weekend:  February 28-March 2 

 Women’s weekends:  May 2-4 and May 16-18 

FILL YOUR SOUL DAYS! 

 December 11th—”A Time for Every Purpose” with 
Mike Wischnowski, PhD 

 January 14th- “Reading God: the Practice of Lectio 
Divina” with Fr. Edison Tayag 

 February 11th—”A Seat at the Table”- with The 
Catholic Black Coalition 

 

 

DISCOVER THE RESCUE PROJECT– A perfect for-
mat for young parents to seniors with a computer. 
 
 Do you feel at times that God has forgotten you?  
Many factors we live with may increase chaos and despair 
in our lives.  The Rescue Project, created by Fr. John Ric-
cardo and Acts XXIX, is here to change that.  Experience 
the power of the Gospel like never before—Jesus’ victory 
over sin, death, and despair—and discover the truth: God 
loves you and has a plan to rescue you!  Join us for an 8-
week, online experience starting January 2025.  Through 
powerful videos, thought-provoking discussions, we’ll ex-
plore how God’s love and mercy was always there in your 
life.  Accessible on-line from the comfort of your home.  
It’s perfect for anyone seeking renewal and hope.  Learn 
more and register today at www.stnycatholic.com/The-
Rescue-Project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRACTICING CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS:  By Colleen 
Jurkiewicz Dorman 

THE STRAIGHT PATH 

 Ten to fifteen years ago the Department of Transporta-
tion decided that it would be fun to give everyone in my zip 
code something to complain about and replaced most of our 
major intersections with roundabouts. 

 This wouldn’t be so irksome, I suppose, if I understood 
how to navigate a roundabout. In theory I do, I’ve read all 
the rules and I've watched those cute little YouTube videos 
where they show you which car is supposed to go at what 
time. But theory and practice are rather different. And the 
bottom line is, I never approach a roundabout without tak-
ing a deep, anxious breath and tightening my grip on the 
steering wheel, not entirely sure what my next move should 
be. 

 I think of roundabouts every time I hear today’s Gospel 
reading, where John the Baptist echoes Isaiah in beseeching 
us to make straight the paths of the Lord. See, I always 
think I’ve made a straight path between me and God. I go to 
Mass. I go to Confession. I say my prayers.  

 He can get to me if He wants, I tell myself. 

 But without realizing it, I put up roundabouts. I make 
rules. You go here, God, and then I go here. I’ll do this, 
God, but first You do this. You stay in Your lane, and I stay 
in mine. Eventually I find myself taking a different route 
altogether; the road that stretches between me and Him is 
too daunting. I start avoiding it. 

 Sometimes I think God wants the path to be straight not 
for Himself but for us. He can handle a roundabout. But He 
knows that when we must run to Him, we have to do it 
without thinking. In the dark. In fear, in anxiety. 

 So, this Advent, beware the roundabouts. Make straight 
the path. 
 

. 

 




