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GUIDELINES FOR MASS ATTENDANCE 
 We ask that you register each week for the Mass 
you will be attending, as we need to limit the size of 
the congregation to 33% of our church seating capaci-
ty, approximately 150 people.  Please call the parish 
office or email smomc@stny.rr.com  no later than 
Thursday at 4:00 p.m.   Remember that the obliga-
tion to attend Sunday Mass has been suspended until 
further notice. 
  
To prepare to attend: 
 Wash your hands before you leave home. 
 Bring a face covering or mask; masks are required 
 from the time you exit your car in the parking lot 
 until you return to your car.  (This also applies to  
 private prayer in church.) 
 Bring your own hand sanitizer to use before  re-
ceiving Communion. 
 Bring your own worship materials, as no hymnals 
or  missalettes are available. 
 Please do not congregate in the church building or 
 anywhere on the parish grounds. 
 One restroom is available, but do not congregate 
 around it. 
  
When you arrive: 
 Please plan to arrive 10-15 minutes before Mass, 
and  check with the person at the registration table. 
 Ushers will be available to help you. 
 You can deposit your offering envelope in the 
 receptacle near the doors when you arrive.  There 
 will not be a collection at the offertory. 
 Please sanitize your hands at one of the stations as 
 you enter church. 
 You will be directed to a seat in church, with seat-
ing  beginning in the front to the back. 
 The chapel remains closed at this time. 
 
During Mass: 
 Generally, there will be little congregational sing-
ing,  as masks must always be worn throughout 
Mass. 
 There will be no acolytes, altar servers or choir, 
one  lector, one Eucharistic Minister, one cantor, 
when  needed. 
 There is to be no physical contact during the 
Lord’s  Prayer or at the Sign of Peace. 
 When approaching to receive Communion, please 
 follow the directions of the ushers or volunteers 
 present.  Remain six feet apart from others, ob-
serving  the markings on the floor. 
 As you receive Communion, receive Communion 
in  your hands (there is no safe or hygienic manner to 
 receive Communion on the tongue during the 
 pandemic), walk at least six feet away from the 
 minister before lowering your mask to receive the 
 host, replace your mask, and return to your seat.  
The  Eucharist will only be offered in the form of 
the  Body of Christ. 
 You are not obliged to receive Communion at 
Mass  if you are uncomfortable doing so.  If you are 
not  receiving Communion,  simply  step  out  of  your  

seat and back away to allow others to return to their seat 
with minimal contact. 
 
Going forth: 
 At the end of Mass, the priest will go immediately 
 to the sacristy, and the ushers will direct you to  ex-
it from the church building, beginning with the  last 
pew first. 
 Private prayer is not available after Mass as to  
 facilitate immediate cleaning and sanitizing of  the 
 pews and restrooms. 
 Please go directly to your vehicle when you leave 
 church, with no socializing in the Church, side
 walks, or in the parking lots. 
 
 Thank you for your understanding and coopera-
tion as we work our way through this phased reopen-
ing process.  We thank you for your suggestions as 
we move forward! 
 
 
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Tax Advantaged Donation Strategies 
 In addition to donating with cash or checks, there 
are other tax beneficial ways that you can donate to St. 
Mary Our Mother: 
 If you are over age 72 and you have an IRA re-
tirement account, you may be eligible for a tax benefit 
called a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).  
This provision in the tax law allows you to make a dis-
tribution from your IRA directly to St. Mary Our Moth-
er.  Using the QCD option, you can transfer up to 
$100,000 per year to charity and exclude the entire dis-
tribution from your gross income for tax purposes.  This 
is a nice tax benefit that allows you to reduce your taxa-
ble income for charitable giving, regardless of whether 
you are otherwise eligible to deduct charitable contribu-
tions on your tax return.  To use the QCD election, you 
will need to sign a form provided by your IRA account 
custodian.  On the form you will elect to make the pay-
ment payable directly to “St. Mary Our Mother” and 
you will enter the address as:  816 West Broad Street, 
Horseheads, NY  14845. 
 If you have appreciated securities, you may be 
able to save money on capital gains taxes by donating 
shares to St. Mary Our Mother.  You can transfer stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds or exchange traded funds (ETF) 
positions that have appreciated in value directly to our 
investment account.  We can sell the positions for you 
and use the proceeds.  We do not owe capital gains tax 
on the sale, since we are a qualified non-profit organiza-
tion.  In addition to avoiding capital gains tax on selling 
the position, you may also be able to deduct the value of 
the security that you donate, as a charitable contribution.  
If you hold the appreciated security in a brokerage ac-
count, your custodian can provide you with the forms to 
sign to make the transfer. 
 If you have any questions, or need any clarification, 
please let us know.  We will do everything we can to 
accommodate and make the donation as easy as possi-
ble.  Thank you for your gifts and for all your contribu-
tions to St. Mary Our Mother! 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Monday, November 23 - Weekday 
  6:45 AM John Gough - Mary Ann Coddington &   
   family 
Tuesday, November 24 - St. Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, 
& Companions 
  6:45 AM Puglisi Fae family - Franca & George   
   Lazzaris 
Wednesday, November 25 - Weekday 
  6:45 AM Deceased Curtin family - their family 
Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving Day  
  9:00 AM For the People of St. Mary Our Mother 
Friday, November 27 - Weekday 
  6:45 AM No Mass 
Saturday, November 28 - Weekday 
  5:00 PM Deceased Curtin family - family 
Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 AM David Crowley - Kadlec family 
10:30 AM Mass of Thanksgiving on the 55th wedding  
   anniversary of Barb & Bill Limoncelli 
 

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 
 Today, we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the 
King.  This feast was established by Pope Pius XI in 
1925, and celebrates an aspect of Jesus:  identity rather 
than an event in His life and is thus categorized among 
the “idea feasts.”  Another example of an “idea feast” 
would be that of the Holy Family.  This feast was 
originally celebrated each year on the last Sunday in 
October, but with the revision of the Roman Missal after 
the Second Vatican Council, this feast was moved to the 
final Sunday of the liturgical year.  By instituting the 
Feast of Christ the King, Pope Pius XI hoped to renew 
and strengthen the faith of the people of his time.  It was 
Pius XI’s hope that this annual celebration would serve 
as a powerful sign of Jesus’ reign in our midst, that its 
celebration would speak powerfully of our belief in 
God’s triumph over evil.  Christ Our King continues to 
empower us to be his living presence in today’s world. 
 Thursday of this week we celebrate the American 
feast of Thanksgiving.  It is an annual event that invites 
us to go back into our history.  We may think of the 
traditional story of the pilgrims and the Native Americans 
sitting down to that meal of turkey, corn on the cob, 
potatoes, squash, and wonderful pies.  We may think of 
the excited dreams that our colonial forefathers had as 
they ended their first year in this new land; the 
opportunities that they saw opening up for them and how 
they rejoiced in the opportunity to make dreams come 
true.  We may think of our more recent history and what 
it is for which we need to thank God.  We may revisit 
Thanksgiving past and those who sat at the table with us 
and now sit at God’s table.  We may simply look around 
our family table at home and see familiar faces and hear 
familiar stories and simply be grateful that we are a part 
of it all.  Wherever our mindset might be, Thanksgiving 
gives us a moment to pause and not achieve anything but 
to simply be grateful for who we are. 
 Some years ago, I remember attending a kindergarten 
Thanksgiving Dinner.  When I asked the children what 
the pilgrims ate on Thanksgiving, they, of course, 
responded “Turkey!”    Then a little boy put his hand up, 
and said, “They had popsicles”!”  I smiled and asked the 
child, “Why do you think they had popsicles?”  He 
responded, “My teacher said that the pilgrims and Native 
Americans had their favorite foods - popsicles are my 
favorite food, so they must have had popsicles!”   I told 
him that I didn’t know if they had popsicles or not, but 
his logic was flawless!  We then gathered in this huge 
circle and we were asked to name what we were thankful 
for.  The usual answers were spoken:  “Mom and Dad;  
Grandma and Grandpa;  my sister; my brother; and the 
pet dog.”  Then I heard a little voice which said, “I thank 
God that my Mommy is still alive!”  A profound silence 
filled the room.  I knew that this child’s mother had been 
battling cancer and the tiny voice of a child spoke 
volumes of what was in her heart - it was a true prayer of 
thanks. 
 An early bulletin deadline due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday weekend finds me writing this column on 
Tuesday, November 10th.  Most years in this bulletin 
before the Thanksgiving holiday, I extend an invitation to 
the  entire  parish  to  begin  your  Thanksgiving  Day  by  

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE CONTINUED... 
joining us for Mass that morning.  As of this date, we 
have not received word from the New York State 
Governor’s Office when the designation for Chemung 
County as an Orange Zone for covid-19 will be lifted.  
This restriction limits the number of people who can 
gather in one place to 25 people, the reason our Sunday 
masses have been suspended since October 25th.  I wish I 
had a more definitive answer as to when the Orange Zone 
restrictions will be lifted.  We will have one Mass on 
Thanksgiving Day at 9:00 a.m., with attendance limited 
to 25 people.  Please call the parish office this week to 
register. 
 Many blessings to you and your family this 
Thanksgiving.  Continue to take care of yourself and each 
other! 
 
        Fr. L. 
 
 
 
IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
Mary Hicks 
 
 
MEMORIALS 
Sanctuary Candle: 
In loving memory of Colleen Deats - her Mom, Loretta 
 
 
CHURCH CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
 Would you like to see our Church beautifully 
decorated for the Christmas Masses - even though we 
might not all be able to be present? 
 If you would like to have a poinsettia or a wreath at 
the Church to remember a loved one or for a special 
occasion, please call the parish office at 739-3817 with 
your intentions. 
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IN OUR PARISH 
Social Ministry Christmas Baskets 
 Due to the covid-19 pandemic, there are many issues 
that the Social Ministry Committee needed to address 
with regard to our Christmas Basket event.  We work 
with the Horseheads Food Pantry to meet with families 
and St. Mary Our Mother School to sort, pack and 
distribute the food and gifts.  For various reasons neither 
of these locations were viable options this year.  Also, the 
health and safety of our members and the many 
wonderful volunteers are upmost in our minds.  What we 
have knowledge of at this time and not knowing what is 
ahead of us, we feel our customary plan for this event is 
not possible.  Please consider making a donation to a 
charitable organization in our area to help them in their 
efforts this holiday season. 
 
Hands of Christ Award 2021  
 The Hands of Christ is a recognition program to 
assist parishes in affirming their high school seniors who 
have been the “Hands of Christ” in their church, home, 
school, and greater community.  You are invited to 
nominate a high school senior of the class of 2021 for the 
Hands of Christ recognition. 
 A nominated high school senior must meet the 
following criteria: 
 Consistently demonstrates a Christian attitude by  
 word and example; 
 is actively involved in their parish as well as their 
  school community; 
 is a positive role model for peers and younger  
  children; 
 is a  participating member of St. Mary Our Mother   
 parish. 
 To nominate a senior, please stop at the parish office 
for a registration form, complete the registration form 
including only the nominee’s name, address, telephone 
number, and high school.   These registration forms will 
be reviewed by Father Linsler for approval as pastor and 
then the nominee will be contacted for further 
information.  The nominations are due in the parish office 
by December 18, 2020. 
 
 
Advent/Christmas Booklets 
 As we are all aware, the parish is unable to have 
printed materials available in the Church during these 
months of a pandemic. 
 The “Word Among Us,” “Today’s Missal,” and “The 
Little Blue Book” for Advent and Christmas 2020 have 
arrived at the parish office.   
 If you would like to have copies of these booklets, 
please call the office at 739-3817 to make 
arrangements…..always remembering that masks are 
required when stopping at the office. 
 
 
Live Stream Masses 
 Please check our parish website for a listing of 
Masses at www.StMaryOurMother.com.  There are also 
resources available at the diocesan website, dor.org. 
 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
 In today’s Gospel, St. Matthew offers a compel-
ling vision of the end-time, when the people of all the 
nations are brought before the Lord to give an account 
of their lives and actions.  Interestingly, the sheep, the 
righteous ones, are rewarded for having acted with 
love and compassion without having recognized the 
face of Christ in others.  Good stewards recognize 
those in need of their care as gifts from God.  They 
know that they are the instruments of Christ’s active, 
loving presence in the world.  How will we treat others 
this week:  our family members, neighbors, customers 
or strangers?  What accounting will we make to the 
Lord for their care? 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Christopher E. Linsler, Pastor 
Rev. Richard F. Kajiru, In Residence 
Mrs. Barbara Matterazzo, Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Mrs. Cathy Peckham, Director of Music 
Mrs. Jean Yorio, School Principal 
Mr. Richard O’Lenick, Business Manager 
Mrs. Elizabeth Berliner,  RCIA Coordinator 
Mrs. Joyce Pirozzolo, Parish Secretary 
Mrs. Jeanne Carney, Facilities Coordinator 
Mrs. Maribeth Leipold, Faith Formation Secretary 
Mrs. Amy Barr, Faith Formation Associate 
Mrs. Sue Wood, Bulletin Editor 
Mr. Doug Johnson, Cemetery Manager 
Mrs. Kim Roemmelt, School Secretary 
Ms. Jenna Crandall, Maintenance 
Mr. Roger Williams, Maintenance 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Mr. Vincent Moschetti, Chairperson 
Mrs. Richelle Riina, Recording Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................. (607)-739-3817 
Fax ......................................................... (607)-739-5628 
E-mail .............................................. smomc@stny.rr.com 
Parish Web Site…………….www.StMaryOurMother.com 
St. Mary Our Mother School 
811 Westlake Street ................................. (607)-739-9157 
E-mail…………………………………....smoms@dor.org 
School Web Site…………..www.stmaryourmother.school 
Religious Education Office 
816 West Broad Street ............................. (607)-739-8214 
E-mail…………………..smomfaithformation@gmail.com 
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REGIONAL EVENTS 
Notre Dame High School Virtual Turkey Day 5K  
 Notre Dame High School is pleased to announce we 
WILL be holding the 8th annual Turkey Day 5K.  This 
year’s event will be held virtually, from Thanksgiving 
Day, through Saturday, November 28.  Gather your family 
and run, walk, wobble or trot your favorite 5K route as 
part of your Thanksgiving! 
 Register today and all proceeds will benefit Notre 
Dame High School.  To register for the event, please visit 
notredamehighschool.com or call 607-734-2267. 
 
 
American Red Cross 
 The American Red Cross is urging donors who are 
healthy and feeling well to make an appointment to give 
blood to maintain the blood supply for patients who rely 
on lifesaving transfusions.  Blood donors are needed now 
to ensure hospitals have the blood needed to save lives.  
The Red Cross is testing all blood donations for Covid-19 
antibodies, providing donors insight into whether they 
have been exposed to this coronavirus. 
 How can you help?  Please call 1-800-REDCROSS or 
contact redcross.org for information. 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 

This Thanksgiving, let us remember all the good things, 
and people, who have come into our lives. We focus on 

thanking each one who has helped us, and ultimately 
thank God for the good gifts of this world. 

 
Let us pray... 

 
God our Father, 

Graciously accept from your humble people 
a thankful heart and spirit. 

Everything we have and are able to share with others 
ultimately comes from your love of your creations. 

Often we think that everything we have 
is our own creation;  

we ask you this day to create in us 
a spirit of gratitude, 

that we may always know 
that all good gifts come from you. 

 
We ask this through Christ our brother, 

in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Amen. 
 

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads, New York 
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Investment Management • Financial Planning  • Tax Planning 
Insurance Planning • Estate Planning

(607) 973-2665 • www.AlsworthCapital.com
Advisory services offered through Alsworth Capital Management, LLC, an independent Registered Investment Advisory firm.  Broker Dealer services 

offered through Cadaret,  Grant & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Alsworth Capital Management, LLC and Cadaret, Grant are separate entities. Shane Alsworth Jacqueline Alsworth

The region’s largest provider of
Long Term Care • Short Term Rehabilitation

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care
Adult Day Health Care

48 Colonial Drive, Horseheads
607-739-3654

Woodbrook Assisted Living Residence
~ Elmira ~

Phone: 607-734-7741 • www.woodbrookhome.com

Village Plaza • Horseheads, NY • 796-2677
Minier’s Plaza • Big Flats, NY • 562-7000

Amot Mall Food Court • Horseheads, NY • 739-4641

Friday Night Fish Fry
   Public Welcome • Bingo every Monday Night at 6!    

Receive FREE DESSERT with this Coupon! (with purchase of entrée)
»Banquet Facility with seating up to 430 for Weddings, Receptions, Funerals etc.

607-739-9931
6 Prospect Hill Rd in Horseheads

HANDYMAN MASTER llc
FREE ESTIMATES • NO JOB TOO SMALL

Furniture • Kitchen • Bath 
Interior Painting • Plumbing

TOM KAGER 
401-207-3331 | tmkagr47@icloud.com

Service With Integrity ... Every Time!
COLEEN MARIE BUKOWINSKI, Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 607.331.9181 
Office: 607.739.1444

Fax: 607.739.1887 | coleenbuko@howardhanna.com
2783 Westinghouse Road, Horseheads, NY 14845

Contact Lorne Searight to place an ad today! 
lsearight@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6460 
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www.4getmenotbox.com
YOUR TENDER LOVING CARE DELIVERED!

4getmenotbox@gmail.com
Year-Round Gift Service Delivered to your Loved Ones!

COMMERCIAL ROOFING,
CRANE SERVICE & SHEET METAL

2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY

739-0489

Yee Olde
HICKORY HOUSE

RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & Italian Cuisine

New Hours: Open Monday-Saturday 4pm-11pm
739-2405 * 3543 Watkins Rd, Horseheads

‘Serving Our Parish Faithfully’

Lynch Funeral Home Inc.
739-1301

318 West Broad Street, Horseheads, NY
Family Owned & Operated by: James J. Lynch II

James J. Lynch II  &  Heather Ann Lynch
Licensed Funeral Directors

Grand Central Storage Inc.

SELF SERVE STORAGE
• Individual Units • Various Sizes Available

• Lighted & Secure • 24 Hour Access • 2 Locations
2054 Grand Central Ave., Horseheads, NY • 607-796-5879

www.parmenterinc.com

TERRY ELECTRIC
Fast Professional Service with Reasonable Rates

Paul Terry - Over 30 Years Experience
Residential or Commercial

Quality Work • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
607-739-4484 • 607-857-5429

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACIES, INC.
´PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE´
130 S. Main St. • 733-6696
215 Hoffman St. • 732-0597

2887 Westinghouse Rd. • 796-2193
98 W. Pulteney • 936-323310

58
3

Plumbing
Heating
Electric

AC/R
www.bcinc.info  562-2023  

2898 Westinghouse Rd., Horseheads, NY 14845

(607) 796-2191

Open 6:00 am - 10:00 pm
Open 7 Days a Week

Locally Owned &
Operated by Dave Marks

607-739-5321

Wedding Gowns, Tuxedo & Prom Gowns 
Mother of the Bride/Groom Gowns

819 South Main St. in Horseheads

www.visitingangels.com/horseheads607.846.2370

Faithfully Serving Our Parish Community

413 South Main Street, Horseheads, New York 14845-2490
(607) 739-4801 • INFO@BARBERFUNERALHOME.COM

Family Owned & Operated For Nearly
100 Years of Comfort, Concern, & Service

607-739-2035
  365 E. Franklin St.

Horseheads, NY
Kevin R. Sullivan
Licensed Funeral Director

 COMPLETE LAWN CARE
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

HORTON LANDSCAPING
Maintenance Specialist

Serving the Southern Tier For Two Generations
TIMOTHY G. HORTON, OWNER

607-562-8231 • Big Flats, New York
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